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CHAPTER I. 

Early Days and Conversion. 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans- 
gressions; according to thy mercy remember thou me 
for thy goodness sake« O Lord. Psalm 25:7. 

WHEN I proposed publishing a narrative of 
twenty-five years as an Evangelist, some of 
my friends suggested that it would add to the inter- 
est of the book, if I should give some items of my 
previous life. 

It has been a question with some when I have re- 
lated different incidents, to determine whether I was 
really an American or simply an adopted citizen. 
So to puzzle them a little, when asked the question, 
I have replied: "Yes, I am a native born American 
citizen/' I was bom on American soil, have doubled 
Cape Horn three times, and Cape of Good Hope 
once; was in California before the Mexican war; 
had been entirely around the globe before I stepped 
upon the continent of the United States, or was 
twenty-one years of age. I very seldom have found 
one who could solve the problem. It is simply this : 
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20 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

I was bom on the Island of Nantucket (American 
soil) and when I was in California, it was not part 
of the United States, but was Mexican territory, 
and until after I was twenty-one I had never been 
on the continent of the United States. The puzzle 
is in the word continent. 

It was doubtless an interesting May day, in 1827, 
when the twelfth child of one of the old Quaker 
families was welcomed to the grand old island. Our 
family came from one of the first settlers. My 
great grandfather's second cousin being the daugh- 
ter of Peter Folger, and the mother of Benjamin 
Franklin. At the time of my early boyhood there 
were no kindergartens, but in their place some intel- 
ligent girl would announce that she would open a 
"cent school," where the little children that hindered 
the housework of their mothers could be cared for 
with pla)rthings, learning the alphabet, and simple, 
childish lessons, one cent being paid to the teacher 
for each half day's service. I cannot remember at- 
tending such schools, but my sisters told me I be- 
gan attendance when eighteen months old. 

It was then customary to send children to the 
common schools at a younger age than now. I can 
well remember constant attendance at a large pri- 
vate school when but four years old. It was taught 
by an English lady, my sister being an assistant 
teacher. 

I remember two personal incidents in that school. 
Sometimes when especial punishment was needed, 
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the teacher would call the boy to sit on the platfcMin, 
beneath or in front of the teacher's desk, and put 
on his head what she called "the Fool's cap," which 
was made of newspapers wound together quite high 
and as he was facing the whole school, when the 
teacher's attention was away, the scholars would 
laugh at the culprit, and he would look and feel like 
a fool ; I remember once when I was a victim. I 
was always a restless boy, and to keep my eyes from 
the pleased scholars, I looked under the teacher's 
desk and found a snarl of twine, and when attempt- 
ing to unravel it, was caught in the loose flesh be- 
tween the forefinger and thumb by a fish hook, not 
before noticed; it had an eye upon one end and a 
barb on the other, and my sister was obliged to take 
me to a doctor to have it cut out. 

The scholars had a habit of reciting in such a low 
voice that to correct it the teacher offered a present 
of a bright medal, stamped pn both sides, to be giv- 
en to the boy who would on examination day speak 
the loudest. My sister was ambitious for me, and 
the medal with its blue ribbon looked so attractive, 
she wanted me to win the prize. So she patiently 
drilled me with that piece so familiar those days, 
"Casibianca," until I knew every word. I cannot 
remember the speaking, though I can the piece; but 
with good lungs I gave full power, and they tell me 
I roared, and won, and ever after was proud of pos- 
sessing the medal. 

When I was a little more than fivC; I b^an to go 
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to the town school, and at about twelve was admit- 
ted to the high school, then taught by Cyrus Pierce^ 
the first normal school teacher in the country. A 
little while after my entrance Mr. Pierce was called 
to open Lexington Normal, and the next two years 
my teacher was Augustus Morse, who afterwards 
was so long a teacher in Hartford, Conn. 

About this time I became uneasy from home re- 
straints, though I had the best of parents, living 
on an island, which then was the most important 
whaling port in the world, ships going and coming 
at all seas(Mis. A brother fell from aloft and was 
killed when on board of a ship at sea, and this first 
great grief of mine, awakened an intense prejudice 
against a sea life. My parents used to threaten me, 
when I could not otherwise be controlled, that they 
would send me to sea, and nothing would more 
completely subdue me. 

But when only fourteen I retired one night with 
this prejudice, and when I awoke in the morning I 
told my father unless he would get me a place oa 
board of a ship then at home, I would run away. 
They tried to persuade me to abandon the idea, but 
my determination was irrevocable, and a place "be- 
fore the mast" was secured for me on the good 

whale ship—, Capt. . I was furnished 

a complete outfit, and every help parents could pro- 
vide. 

In the "gulf stream" we had our first disaster, 
losing some of our light spars in a gale, and aft^ 
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a week's seasickness, I was indeed a sailor for near- 
ly four years before seeing home again. I found 
the restraints of home nothing to be compared with 
those of a sea life, where the discipline was abso- 
lute. 

I was a tall, slender boy, with the average educa- 
tion of one of my age, and was regarded almost as 
a prodigy by the ignorant sailors, for I took some 
of my school books with me. One day two men 
had a dispute about a simple matter of figures, and 
they agreed to leave it to me to decide which was 
right. I answered at once, and the defeated one 
said with anger, "Do you suppose I am going to 
give up to a boy ?" 

At one time I was assisting an officer, and I sug- 
gested to him with respect, "I think this will be the 

better way." He said angjily, "Who in shipped 

you to think?" I found that to please, I must sim- 
ply be a quiet boy and express no opinion. 

I was the only boy on board at the beginning of 
the voyage, and was not called by my name, but 
only "Boy," "Boy," "Boy," until I wished I could 
be called by sc«ne name. When quite a while on our 
voyage we shipped a new officer, and he at once be- 
gan to call me Folger, and sometimes also by my 
given name, and it njade me feel I was somebody 
after all. 

I shall always remember the first foreign land I 
saw, the Azores, the beauty of the landscape as we 
ran down the coast of Fayal, the cultivated fields al- 
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most to the sumknit of the high land, the majestic 
"Peak of Pico," the views seemed so grand, as a boy 
I enjoyed it to the utmost. In after years I saw 
many mountains — ^the Andes, a good part of their 
length; the Mexican mountains, the mountains of 
California, some of the high islands of the Pacific ; 
but never did they have just the effect upon me of 
that first experience. And then the contrast of the 
low coral islands, where a grove of cocoanut trees 
would appear above the water before any land could 
be seen. 

One experience of my sailor life surpassed them. 
When we were in the harbor of Hilo, Owyhee, the 
largest of the Hawaiian islands, before me on the 
right the lofty peak of Mouna Kea, more than 
14,000 feet high, crowned with perpetual snow ; on 
the left Mouna Roa, about the same height, by day 
was a white pillar of cloud, and by night a pillar of 
fire over Kilavea, one of the largest volcanoes in the 
world, that could be seen many miles out to sea, and 
in the foreground the plants, flowers and fruits of 
the tropics, was a sight beyond all powers of de- 
scription. At that time Kamehaweka Acolu, the 
best king the islands ever had, was ruler. 

The first place we visited in South America was 
Pemamlbuco, Brazil. At that time slavery existed 
there, and all slaves were to walk in the middle of 
the street, never on the sidewalk, but strangely when 
compared with our own southland, when one had 
obtained his freedom, white and black might be 
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seen arm in arm, on the sidewalk, apparently for- 
getting all social distinction. 

The first place we visited in the Pacific was Cal- 
lao, Peru. We happened to be there at s(xne carni- 
val time, when one walking on the sidewalk might 
have a sprinkle of flour on his head from windows 
above, or something of the same nature. I was 
then about fifteen years of age ; the high land of the 
Andes, the fort, the city of Lima, the war vessels in 
the harbor and their practice in the outer harbor all 
seemed very strange to me. 

When after a while I was at the Hawaiian islands 
and first saw the fruits of Foreign Missionary work 
and how antagonistic it was to the wishes of the 
sailors, and, on the other hand, I witnessed the 
earnestness and loving kindness of Rev. Mr. Da- 
mon, the resident seamen's chaplain, with all sea- 
men in port, it was hard to hold the prejudice 
against the formjer, in spite of the admiration of the 
latter. Had I then heeded his words, it might have 
been my first call to be a Christian and saved me 
from years of a wasted life. 

The last cruise of our voyage was on what we 
called the "Northwest coast," being south of the 
great Alaskan bay, where we completed our cargo 
with ''Right whale" oil; before this we had been 
"sperm whaling." At the close of the season we 
went into the port of Monterey, which was then the 
capital of California. It was the law that any ves- 
sel trading in California must first enter their cargo 
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in Monterey. They tried to be very strict in the 
matter of customs, having an officer constantly on 
board the ship, and at night custom house boats pa- 
trolled the harbor ; but notwithstanding their watch- 
fulness, there was smuggling from our ship. In 
the dark evenings, under the deck, the men would 
tie around their bodies articles, and with large over- 
coats, would apparently unwillingly upon call from 
an officer, man the boats, putting the revenue officer 
oflf his guard, and when away from the lights of the 
ship two unloaded men would do the rowing; when 
landing would go to the store of the American Con- 
sul and deliver their plunder, receiving a glass of 
wine from! the Consul, and opening what might 
have been a diplomatic difficulty if found out by the 
Mexican government. 

As I was only a boy, I was not called upon to en- 
gage in the nefarious work. It so happened that 
when I was in Monterey, it was the date of the in- 
dependence of California from Spanish control, and 
also the birthday of the governor-general, so the 
festivities familiar to that people were in full ob- 
servance. I was thoroughly drilled to perfect obe- 
dience to the officers of our ship, but as regards 
dealing with others in different parts, I was taught 
anything but a moral code. 

In the wars at this time, quite common in some of 
the South American republics, when short of funds, 
the mints would make from base metals sufficient 
coin to pay the soldiers, and when the conflicts were 
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over, would sell at a low price the fraudulent coin. 
When at one of the lower Hawaiian islands, as our 
ship was approaching, great provision was made 
on shore for a market on the beach for all kinds of 
fresh produce, poultry, etc. One captain had ob- 
tained a lot of bogus coin, all in quarter dollars ; he 
had also a lot of genuine coin of the same denom- 
ination. He would give the sailors who landed a 
portion of each kind to have in either pocket, with 
orders to trade as best could be done in the market, 
paying half of each kind of money. At first the 
natives did not discover the trick, and the two boats 
were being filled with market goods. There was 
a white man residing at the island, who, by the way, 
was the son of the Episcopal minister in my native 
place. He came down to the beach before the boats 
were ready to start for the ship, and he discovered 
the fraud, and upon telling the natives, there was 
great excitement, almost disaster, until the bad coin 
was exchanged for what was genuine. 

I refer to one more instance that occurred in the 
same line of deceit. When at the Samoan islands 
we were in the harbor of Apea, Upolu. We had on 
board our ship quite a number of common chopping 
axes, which in trade were sold for five dollars each. 
The natives when obtaining sufficient money by the 
sale of pigs, poultry and other provisions needed by 
the ships, would buy an axe and look upon it as a 
great treasure. One day a native from an upper 
bay in the island had worked hard to secure the 



28 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

price of an axe, and with a joyous countenance 
came to our ship, and tendered for payment five 
metal pieces, supposing each piece to represent a 
dollar ; the axe was refused, and he was told that his 
money was not dollars, but copper pieces of Brazil- 
ian money, worth about five cents each. Some cap- 
tain or officer had taken his produce, and paid the 
copper pieces to the poor, ignorant native, who was 
unable to perceive the difference, as the Mexican 
dollar and the Brazilian coin were of similar size. 
The poor man cried like a child. It would be dif- 
ficult to blame the man for any revenge he might 
inflict upon the perpetrator of such a fraud. And 
these are but a few instances. I had to witness in 
my boyhood as a sailor, of too common crooked 
dealings. I only wonder I was not entirely cor- 
rupted in reference to my dealings with others. I 
would not state that all officers of ships were of this 
class in my sailor days, but these are exceptions. 
Some of the noblest men I ever knew were the men 
of the sea. 

After an absence of forty-seven months from 
home on my first voyage, I was glad to see my na- 
tive island once more. I was determined to aban- 
don a sailor's life to be to my parents all a younger 
son could be. As our ship anchored in the outer 
harbor, I was hoping in a few hours to meet the 
mother that I knew loved me, and a brother with 
whom I could be connected in a business life, and 
gladly come under all the restraints an upright life 
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could impose, when I was suddenly told that my 
mother and brother were dead, and my father near 
to death. 

Nothing in all my life ever so disheartened me. 
If I could have been annihilated I would have made 
the choice. All hope was gone. "I was good for 
nothing but a sailor," and in about two months 
started on another long sea voyage. 

On my second voyage considerable time was 
spent cruising for whale in different parts of the 
Pacific. We visited the Hawaiian, Fijis, Samoan, 
New Zealand and several of the smaller islands in 
which that ocean abounds. 

When near the Samoan group (where a few 
years ago our naval vessels were wrecked), we had 
one of the severest hurricanes ever known in the vi- 
cinity. Our ship, though with her lower hold full 
of cargo, was twice thrown on her beam ends, the 
spars in the water, and to avoid being overturned, we 
were obliged to cut away the masts, the topmasts 
and jibboom snapping off when she righted on her 
bottom again, and from stem to stem was a mass or 
broken spars, torn sails, and a debris indescribable. 
It was a fearful night. For the first time in my life, 
so far as I can remember, with death seeming near 
at hand, I prayed, but was not converted. When 
what was left of our vessel reached port, I was as 
wicked as before, the wreckbeing only a remembered 
event. 

I was glad after joiningthe third ship of my sailor 
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life to Start again for home. On arrival, a sister in 
Worcester county, Mass., invited me to her home. 
Her husband was pastor of the church, and the first 
one I ever had for a pastor. I therefore, for the 
first time witnessed what seemed to me a strange 
movement, family prayer. They kept me in that 
home by all the power love could use, until I found 
a companion and began a home of my own, which 
we were privileged to enjoy for more than fifty years. 
After hearing faithful preaching Sunday after Sun- 
day, I was intellectually convinced of the truths of 
the gospel, though not openly accepting Christ. I 
began what I called secret prayer, but there was 
more fear than heart to it. 

After waiting a while I was told by theproprietor 
of what has since become the largest chair factory in 
the world, that if I would come to their works he 
would furnish me with employment. I supposed, of 
course, to make chairs. The first they told me to 
do was to dig chair legs from a snow bank and 
carry them into the seasoning house, the thermometer 
at 12 below zero. The next was to take cord wood 
from the snow and carry it into the factory to run the 
boilers. I began to think that was a queer way to 
make chairs, but I nude no complaint, and at last 
they put me in the factory, giving me one of the 
best jobs an unskilled workman could do. 

I was certainly ignorant of land ways, the run- 
ning of machinery and other factory work, although 
I had been between seven and eight years a sailor, 
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and could teach my employers everything pertaining 
to the management of a ship across the sea. Years 
afterwards I was informed thatmy first employment 
was given to test me; green as I was, I had grit 
enough to stand whatever they required, and meet- 
ing that test, was ever after to my benefit in that con- 
cern, where I labored nearly twenty years. 

When the civil war was in progress, I enlisted as 
a private in the fifty-third Mass. volunteers. Col. 
John W. Kimball, and had one experience that 
probably no other soldier had. When I enlisted, I 
knew what regiment I was going in, but did not 
know to what part of the country I should be sent, 
and it so happened that the first camp we made in 
Louisiana, was in sight of the house of my only 
brother I had not seen, I think, for nearly eighteen 
years. 

I had the opportunity to know the experience of 
the long march, the midnight bivouac, the battle- 
field and the hospital, and on my return home was 
chosen to represent my district in the Massachusetts 
legislature. 

I had a family pride for my pastor, who was my 
brother-in-law, so outwardly I led a moral life, and 
by some of my shopmates was supposed to be a 
Christian. At the same time when my pastor 
would attempt to speak to me about the church, I 
would bring up two objections: One, the unfaithful- 
ness of his church miembers ; the other, coming from 
my Quaker boyhood, "I did not believe inany creed, 
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covenant, or expressed articles of faith," and I re- 
solved that I would show I could live better than 
some who had professed to believe in Christ, thus 
was I living a self-righteous life. 

One night I somehow was led to attend a cottage 
prayer meeting. A good deacon of the church arose 
and said in substance, "Only think of it, some are 
trying to live on the faults of Qiristians. We shall 
always find some unfaithful, for the Bible says, 
'Not every one that saith unto me Lord ! Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.* " Matt. 7, 
21, "And it also says, 'In the last days perilous 
times shall come." 2 Tim. 3, i. "Having the form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof." 
3,5. His words went through me like a flash 
of lightning. I found I had been fighting the Bible. 
When he took his seat, I could not wait for an invi- 
tation, but I arose and said: "I wish you would 
pray for me that I may be a Christian," and the wall 
of self-righteousness I had been surrounded with, 
fell to the ground, and I saw myself a lost soul 
without Christ. In due time I united with the 
church, and ever since have endeavored to be an ac- 
tive member. I took part in religious services, at- 
tended the Sunday school, but was disappointed not 
to be able to lead others to Christ. But while re- 
flecting on the matter the Lord showed me that my 
especial mission was to do all possible to strengthen 
other Christians; and encourage the disheartened. 
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My pastor being my brother-in-law, I found the 
needs of others, and studied and prayed to be able 
to meet them, and in the devotional meetings would 
so speak as to be helpful to others, avoiding every- 
thing personal, and soon I found that my work was 
blessed by the Master's guidance. 

After some years I moved to Concord, New 
Hampshire, and engaged in business. I became es- 
pecially interested outside my church, in work for 
prisoners in the New Hampshire prison and our 
county jail, and was appointed by my governor as 
a delegate to the first International Prison Congress 
in London in 1872. After visiting the different 
penal and reformatory institutions of England, I re- 
turned and preparing the report of my visit for the 
governor and legislature, I then resumed business. 
As the future narrative will show, after a little while 
I became an Evangelist. 
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CHAPTER II. 
Why I Became an Evangelist. 



Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold I cannot speak, for 
I am a child. Jeremiah 1:6. 



IN June, 1868, two men of Godattendingan Inter 
national Convention of Young Men's Christian 
Associations at Detroit, Michigan, were led to take 
the memorable pledge of Harlan Page, "BY THE 
GRACE OF GOD I WILL ACT AS THOUGH 
THERE WERE NO OTHER ONE TO ACT, 
WAITING NO LONGER FOR OTHERS;" and 
to recognize the fact of the latent power in the 
churches, and to resolve to do all God would permit 
them to do, to arouse the inactive, indolent laymen, 
that they might stand shoulder to shoulder with 
their pastors and teachers in the furtherance of the 
Gospel. 

One of these men had for years been an active lay 
Evangelist in the west, the other was a much loved 
worker in his New England home. This man's 
business called him west every year, and he always 
in those trips spent some time with his western 
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friend in Illinois. But in the summer of 1871 he 
made an extended visit to the home of this friend, 
Mr. K. A. Bumell, and they spent one afternoon to- 
gether under the shade of a big oak cm the banks of 
the Fox river, near Aurora, Illinois, in prayer for 
the extension of Christ's kingdom, and then con- 
ceived a plan for a regular canvass of Gospel meet- 
ings in the state of Massachusetts, and from that 
state Brother Henry M. Moore obtained a promise 
of Mr. Bumell that if he could arrange for such a 
canvass after he went home, he, Bumell, would 
come to Massachusetts and be the leader. After 
Mr. Moore returned home he consulted the Massa- 
chusetts Y. M. C. A. State Executive Committee, 
and they arranged to commence such a canvass. It 
was begun in January, 1872, adopting as their mot- 
to, "Massachusetts for Christ," visiting different 
churches in the state from which invitations might 
come for a series of evangelistic meetings. 

In 1872 the Young Men's Christian Association 
of New Hampshire had failed to hold their annual 
State Convention. By suggestion of the Massachu- 
setts brethren, a meeting was held March 26, 1873, 
in Manchester, N. H., which was conducted similar 
to meetings in their own state. 

Before coming with us, they had covenanted 
with God that they would not leave our state until 
we had pledged to engage in an aggressive warfare 
against the powers of Satan. One morning the 
leader made what seined to be a strange request, 
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"If we had anybody in Concord who was spiritually 
minded, and had more business than he could at- 
tend to, to telegraph to him to come to Manchester 
that afternoon." The one sent for came, and after- 
wards became chairman of the Committee. 

After the regular service, a few were invited in a 
comer of the church with the visiting brethren, and 
the proposal was made that canvass work be beg^ 
in New Hampshire. The writer stepped in the rear 
of the circle, honestly believing it impracticable, but 
when every other one assented, he was ashamed to 
be alone, so consented to be classed with the others, 
and it was agreed to call a State Convention in 
Manchester May 6, following. 

Earnest workers from other states were present, 
and a proposal was made to raise $1000 to carry on 
the work, and in about an hour's time the whole 
amount was pledged, the brethren from Massachu- 
settssetts, giving about $200. A committee of ten 
was chosen to look over the field and plan for ag- 
gressive work. The ideas of the committee were 
very exalted after the convention adjourned. "The 
large places of the state were to be taken by storm.'* 
The first place visited was Dover ; the pastor of the 
largest church did not know the meetings were held 
until all were over, and the visit was a failure. The 
next place to be visited was Nashua ; the writer was 
requested to be one of the visitors. Holding, as he 
ever has since his conversion, a peculiar reverence 
for church order, he asked, "Are you going in the 
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church at the regular time of church service?" and 
when told that was the intention, he positively re- 
fused, saying, "I can never speak in a church at the 
regular time of church services," and he did not go. 

In October following, the regular State Conven- 
tion of Young Men's Christian Associations and 
evangelical churches was held in Concord. A win- 
ter campaign of one hundred days had been planned 
and was reported at that convention. In selecting 
a committee to carry on the work only four of the 
previous connmittee would consent to re-election, 
and six new members were chosen, my name being 
last on the list. 

I was then engaged in business which left me very 
little time between September and May, so I 
declined to serve, making the third time I had en- 
deavored to be free from any responsibility of a 
work I had but little confidence in, but the conven- 
tion insisted in retaining my name as one of the 
committee ; I little imagined then what would be my 
life the following twenty-five years. 

One hundred and four days were spent in that 
first year's canvass ; no regular leader was appoint- 
ed, only as each meeting should come. I consented 
to take a fortnight of time from my business, and 
then supposed I should be free to attend to it for 
the remainder of the winter. 

On the evening of November 13, 1873, brethren 
who were to start the next day on the canvass, to- 
gether with other friends held a consecration meet- 
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ing in the rooms of the Concord Y. M. C. A. Feel- 
ing our weakness and nothingness, we plead earnestly 
to be led only as God would guide. The next day 
we started for Coos county, and were gladly re- 
ceived by the churches and pastors. The blessing 
of the Lord attended the first series of meetings in 

the canvass at R The organization of a Young 

Men's Christian Association followed our work, 
and through its influence the first year forty were 
converted. 

It was a delightful surprise twenty-four years 
after this first meeting, to meet in a home in the ex- 
treme opposite section of the state, the first pastor 
with whom we engaged in canvass work, and re- 
call with joy the previous occasion. 

The next place we went to, one oi the pastors 
looked at our work almost as boy's play. He would 
take no part in the service at first, but when the sub- 
ject of "Christian Associations, Their Demands and 
Promise," was discussed, he became interested, and 
remarked he was "Tired of namby-pampy stuff, 
and was glad to hear something solid and substan- 
tial, and he hoped that the following Sunday meet- 
ings might be continued by the Y. M. C. A. of his 
own town." A dead organization was reorganized 
soon after, and ever since has been a power in the 
whole section. 

The next place we were gladly received, and the 
pastors gave all assistance and encouragement in 
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their power, and several unconverted accepted 
Christ. 

We have sometimes heard pastors who were hap- 
pily settled over churches, and doing a grand work 
for the Lord, say, "We would like to engage in 
evangelistic work," apparently supposing that 
everything was smooth before the evangelist. We 
were but two days in the next place. We had as 
good workers as at any time during the year. One 
of the pastors was displeased at some of the ar- 
rangements. The last night of the meetings he was 
in the choir loft in the rear of the church. He 
wrote for insertion in our printed report afterwards, 
"With the exception of some half dozen individuals, 
the unanimous expression of my church, as far as I 
have known it, is that the meetings were a complete 
failure. It brought us not a single new idea, not 
a method with which we were not fully acquainted, 
and was not as enthusiastic as our ordinary prayer 
meetings, and those are far from being what they 
ought to be. I think the meetings did no especial 
harm except to destroy what little interest there was 
in an association here, which was about dead at the 
time. I know my church would object to a meet- 
ing of the samie kind to take the place of the Sab- 
bath service, as did that. The young men who came 
here did not seem to appreciate the condition of af- 
fairs here, and shot about as wide of the mark as 
they well could. Several individuals told me they 
did not seem to possess much knowledge of human 
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nature. If the work is to succeed, a more wide- 
awake class of men will have to engage in it/' 

Another of the pastors wrote : "I can simply say 

that the influence of the meeting at was 

good for the time, but did not result in any perma- 
nent good, so far as I know ; certainly no harm was 
done. When the young men left, the churches sub- 
sided in their old ruts, as I supposed they would, 
the presence of the young men not being continued 
long enough to produce that harmony which was 
necessary to success." 

From the same place and in reference to the same 
meetings, another of the pastors wrote: "Your 
meetings here seem to have been productive of 
much good. The whole community seemed to be 
interested in them and their result was a general 
quickening of religious feeling, and a greater union 
among the various churches. For my own part 
(and I think I express the common feeling of Chris- 
tians here), I should be pleased to welcome you at 
another similar occasion." When preparing our 
annual report for the convention, pastors where we 
had been were invited to give suggestions in refer- 
ence to meetings that had been held with them. 
The first of these three letters was read to the com- 
mittee by the acting secretary before publishing it 
in printed report, and we thought all things were 
not always pleasant, even in religious work, but 
that critical letter was almiost the only exception of 
that character in all the years of our evangelistic 
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work. But even in that place there were burdened 
hearts. In the church of that critical pastor on Sun- 
day afternoon there was a large audience, and as 
the writer was passing out, a prominent lady in one 
of the pews, extended her hand to me and said: 
"Mr. Folger, I wish you would pray for my son 
eighteen years old. He is all that a mother can ask for 
a son except being a Christian, but his father has em- 
braced sceptical views, and drawn him away from 
my love and influence." I followed that son for 
years with inquiry, and learned that after a while 
his father died, but the fatal influence of a father's 
scepticism remained in the son, notwithstanding his 
mother's burden. 

In the next place we visited, the meetings were 
followed with great rejoicing on account of the 
awakening, especially the arousing the lay element 
of the church to earnest endeavor to win other 
souls. There were no Christian Endeavor Socie- 
ties in those days, but the old style of Christian As- 
sociations were doing a similarly effective work. 

The results of evangelistic work are not always 
apparent at the time meetings are held. In one 
place we visited the pastor and people were in 
hearty sympathy, but few if any conversions were 
manifested, but the pastor said: "It showed the 
common people, those who felt that they had but 
one talent, that they could make a prayer meeting 
interesting if they would only try. Our prayer 
meetings have since been more lively and interest 
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mg than ever before. An impetus was given that 
has not yet been lost, and I trust will not be." 

The next year in visiting the same place, while 
the services were intensely interesting, the pastor 
afterwards wrote: "During the meetings no one 
was willing to arise for prayers, till at the close one 
person sought and found his Saviour, and he was 
followed by eighty others. It was the beginning of 
our revival." I shall never forget the thankfulness 
expressed in a letter received the Monday follow- 
ing the meetings from the pastor, that "one soul had 
been converted," and he was one of the last ones 
that would have been chosen to be the beginning of 
a precious ingathering. God's plans are better than 
ours. 

The work in some cases had a stimulating effect 
upon the pastors. One wrote, 'I was struck with 
the clearness of thought presented under each ques- 
tion. They were men of warm piety, zealous in 
spirit — social in manners — commanding the confi- 
dence of all. They benefited us by, first, creating 
a deep religious feeling throughout the parish, espe- 
cially among the young; second, in the method of 
conducting meetings ; third, by creating a more so- 
cial feeling ; fourth, by encouraging all to take part 
in meetings (I find the young people especially more 
free since) ; fifth, by teaching us how to make sing- 
ing more effective in our meetings; sixth, by per- 
sonal effort in the families where they were enter- 
tained," 
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We soon learned that previous preparation and 
expectation by the pastors and churches was of 
great importance. One pastor wrote in reference to 
meetings in a former pastorate where a blessing 
came: "You may count on a warm reception in 

A next year. I advertised your coming from 

the pulpit and in the paper, and urged people to at- 
tend, to arrange their business so as to attend every 
meeting, I prayed publicly for the meeting and 
urged all the people to do the same. I think that 
had something to do with the meeting, our getting 
ready for and expecting a good time." 

Not in every place did we find apparent conver- 
sions, as one pastor wrote, and he was one of our 
warmest sympathizers. "No immediate quickening 
was manifested, resulting in a general revival, as 
we hoped in the churches, although it is now ap- 
parent that Christians were much revived and stim- 
ulated to increased activity. Steps were immedi- 
ately taken to form a Young Men's Christian As- 
sociation, which is now in a flourishing condition. 
We are holding meetings in four different localities 
Sabbath evening, with good results. Much relig- 
ious interest is apparent, and some inquirers for the 
way of salvation. The churches are feeling the in- 
fluence of association work, and our home meetings 
are interesting." 

We sometimes found in the opening of the meet- 
ings that we were in the midst of a revival. One 
pastor wrote: "The result of your visit was good. 
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It found US in the midst of a religious interest, and 
your presence and efforts gave new impulse, and 
was felt a long time. I think at that time eight 
manifested an interest for the first time, and most 
of these give some evidence of a Christian experi- 
ence. But the influence was very beneficial upon 
those who had previously decided the great ques- 
tion, leading them to take a more advanced ground 
than they would otherwise have taken.'* 

It is sometimes said "the darkest hour of the 
night is the one before dawn." We were in one of 
the hill towns of the state. We had no hope of see- 
ing immediate results. At the close of the last af- 
ternoon of the meetings, there came up a severe 
wind storm, followed by rain, and we felt little* 
would be accomplished by the evening service, but 
there was a good attendance. The only regular 
minister on our executive committee was leading 
the meeting, the last words were supposed to have 
been spoken, and the leader began to pronounce the 
benediction, when a young man arose, and said, "I 
have served the devil for twenty years, and now I 
have resolved to follow the Lord." He was fol- 
lowed by two or three, and again the benediction 
was attempted when others arose. We remained 
until ten o'clock, and twenty in all asked the pray- 
ers of the people of God. It was a grand closing 
scene, the blessed Holy Spirit cheering the hearts of 
all. 

One pastor wrote: 'The results of your visit were 
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good. Those who came forward for prayers ap- 
pear very well, and others are thoughtful, but the 
most important result of the meetings, is seen in 
the increased activity of Christians. A great many 
seem more anxious than ever before to be fully en- 
gaged in the Master's service. Many, I believe, 
will have reason to bless God throughout eternity 
that H was one of the towns visited in the can- 
vass of this year." 

In writing of a visit to the same place the follow- 
ing year, the same pastor referred again to in- 
creased activity of professed Christians, and added, 
"You in this respect have accomplished what I 
have been laboring for during the last five years. 
May God continue to bless your endeavor to devel- 
op the vast power of the church, latent in her lay 
membership/' 

Sometimes in places we have visited and a great 
blessing has come, another visit may seem to en- 
counter insurmountable obstacles, a repellant force 
seeming supreme, and discouragements all along 

the way. This occurred in the town of H , just 

so pleasantly alluded to, but following a still later 
visit, the pastor wrote that almost all his congrega- 
tion were thoughtful or had accepted Christ. This 
place was one where in former years unbelief in evan- 
gelical truth had been prevalent, but in later years 
became a stronghold of the Cross. 

We found even in our first year's experience 
some singular coincidences, as well as some striking 
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illustrations of verses in the Bible. Near the be- 
ginning of our work one of the originators of the 
canvass work in New England was holding meet- 
ings in another state where the writer formerly re- 
sided. Desiring to learn the way our friend con- 
ducted his meetings, in company with one of our 
committee we visited that town. The service we 
attended was of great interest. I was invited to 
speak in the meeting. I was known by almost 
everybody in the town, having resided there nearly 
twenty years. I had what Christian workers call 
remarkable "liberty." I had been absent from there 
about five years. I felt that my address had "as- 
tcMiished the natives," and the cordial grasp of many 
hands at the close, gave me a joy bom of conceit 
and pride. Among those who took me by the hand 
was one who when I left the town seemed as little 
likely to become a Christian as any one there, but in 
the interval of my absence he had become a faithful 
believer and a Methodist class leader. While h^ 
and I had always been on opposite sides in politics, 
temperance, religion, and almost everything in daily 
life, on account of a similar experience in our early 
days, we were personal friends. 

As he took me by the hand, I said : "John, I am 
glad to meet you, but above all, I am glad that you 
have become a Christian." He looked at me with 
a queer look, and an amusing smile, and said: "If 
you had not left town I never should have been a 
Christian ; you were the greatest stumbling block I 
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had/' My pride was humbled ; I had supposed my 
life in that town had been without reproach. I 
said : "How is that, John ?" He, with that peculiar 
look I shall never forget, replied, "You know you 
and I were on opposite sides in politics, but never 
mind that now." Like a flash of lightning I saw 
through it all. I had been quite active in political 
life, but as a Christian, I had intended to, or 
thought I had, carried my religion into my politics, 
but in his eyes it seemed I had carried my politics 
into my religion. In that church that night I re- 
solved that God helping me, never again should 
such a reproach come to me. A little while after- 
wards I was conducting a meeting in New Hamp- 
shire, not far from that town. In conveying a les- 
see from this incident, I had got well on with my 
story, when the door opened, and unexpectedly 
John appeared. I continued the story, then said,. 
"John, come up and tell the people all about it." 
He said, "Mr. Folger's words were true ; but I was 
probably looking for some excuse for not becoming 
a Oiristian." When the meeting in the New Hamp- 
shire town closed there was so much religious in- 
terest manifested, the pastors requested us to send 
other helpers, and two workers continued a few 
days, but after a short time one was obliged to 
leave, and the one remaining wrote me, "I was left 
alone last night, and I was so weak." A few days 
afterwards the pastor wrote me, "Brother T. was 
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left alone last night, and he was so strong/' 2 Cor. 
12, 10. 

In the town of S. D. was one of the old 

churches of the state, but it had become weakened 
by removals and other causes. There was not life 
enough left for the excellent pastor to hazard ap- 
pointing midweek prayer meetings for two or more 
years. We left the train at a platform some dis- 
tance from the church. The pastor was necessarily 
prevented fromi being at the opening until the ser- 
vice was most through. After our supper in a 
house near the platform we were carried to the 
church, and found it neither lighted nor opened. A 
key was found and the lamps lighted ; a small audi- 
ence was present, and before the first service closed 
some of the lights went out, having no oil in them. 
The next day other workers came, and the interest 
increased until the close, when some twenty ex- 
pressed a desire to accept Christ. After our meet- 
ings, weekly prayer meetings were established, the 
young people saying, "We have attended dances 
previously, as we had nowhere else to go, but now 
we shall attend the church prayer meetings." Al- 
though for local reasons that church will never be 
very large, prosperity has attended it since that vis- 
it. We were glad after several years to visit S. D. 
again, but under different circumstances; the 
church instead of being discouraged, was in good 
condition for a blessing, and several gladly became 
inquirers. 
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The first year of the work, forty-one towns 
were visited. I have alluded to experiences in a 
few of them. Although at the beginning of the 
work I doubted in a measure its practicability, as 
it continued and I saw how gladly the pastors and 
churches welcomed the workers, and the blessed re- 
sults following, I was more and more convinced 
it was the Lord's call. The invitations for a second 
year's work were so numerous and urgent, the state 
convention held that year in Manchester decided 
that some one must devote his whole time to the 
work to plan and lead the meetings. I was in busi- 
ness, and I also at that time received one of the 
most promising business invitations from another 
state that meant for this world material success. I 
was invited by the state executive committee of 
New Hampshire to take the place of secretary, to 
plan and conduct another canvass; so, abandoning 
a business life, and the other invitation referred to, 
I accepted the committee's invitation, and this is 
"WHY I BECAME AN EVANGELIST." 
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CHAPTER III. 
Answering the Call. 

Alffo I heard the voice of the Lord, saying. Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here 
am I; send me. Isaiah 6:8. 

IT IS sometimes strange, what changes and 
opinions and purposes in life one year's ex- 
perience will produce. From doubting the practic- 
ability of the proposed evangelistic work, and from 
a feeling of unfitness, shrinking personally from 
identification with it, to willingly lay aside other 
considerations, and assume a responsibility never 
before met by any one in the state, was a change 
that never could have been, except through a plain 
call from the Divine One. With that entire confi- 
dence I entered the second year, not simply as a 
voluntary religious worker, but as an acknowledged 
evangelist. The executive committee of the church- 
es and Christian Associations, granting me almost 
absolute authority, while having the general over- 
sight of local associations, to conduct the work ac- 
cording to my own judgment. At first there was 
some novelty in visiting churches of different de- 
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nominations, and it was not difficult to obtain from 
the churches and educational institutions all needed 
assistants. It was our plan to have help ready, so 
that when there seemed to be need, workers could 
be left to assist in subsequent services continued by 
the pastors. 

"Tested and tried, yet the Lord will abide," came 
to us almost at the beginning of the yearns work. 

In S the churches had been holding union 

meetings for prayer for several weeks, as if due 
preparation for good results had been made. There 
seemed to be intense interest manifested by every 
hearer in the words spoken and sung, but at the 
close not a confession was made of acceptance of 
salvation. The ministers expressed hearty ap- 
proval of the way the meetings were conducted, not- 
withstanding the apparent failure, but our Lord did 
not suffer our faith to falter, nor did the churches 
give up earnest prayer. We found the following 
year a glad welcome, and quite a large number be- 
came inquirers; another evangelist followed in 
meetings, and the result was the greatest revival the 
town had experienced in this generation. 

We had another test of our faith in the very next 

town to S . The pastor in N had been 

there several years ; he said to me at the beginning 
of the services, "If no blessing cc«nes from the 
meetings now, I shall feel as though my work in 
this field is done ; I have done all I could for the 
people." The closest attention was paid all through 
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the meetings, and at the close I asked if any one 
present desired the prayers of Gkxl's people for their 
salvation, and riot a response came. I looked at the 
pastor, a consecrated man of large experience, and 
saw -a sad expression of disappointment. The ben- 
ediction was pronounced, and nearly all had left the 
church, when we noticed a man sitting in a side pew 
weeping. When asked what was his trouble? He 
replied, "I would like to be a Christian.*' When 
asked why he did not arise in the meeting? he said 
he "was afraid his shopmates would persecute him." 
He was employed in a large manufactory where 
there were many hands. We had a season of pray- 
er with him, and left the town to begin meetings in 
a near place the next day. Two days afterwards I 
received word from the pastor saying, "R. has ac- 
cepted Christ." I could almost read in the letter 
the rejoicing spirit in that pastor's heart, and yet 
this man was one of the last that would have been 
selected to be the beginning of what was to follow. 
Soon another message came from the pastor, 
**Seven have come to Christ." A little while after 
seven more. The pastor writing of the work after- 
wards said, alluding to no one arising in the meet- 
ings, "But as when the rising waters of spring come 
to a moment when they crush the winter's cover of 
ice, so the feelings during these meetings constantly 
rose, till, after the close of the last, one person 
sought and found his Saviour, and he was soon 
followed by upwards of eighty others. It was the 
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beginning of our revival." The news of the con- 
version of the first one reached the manufactory, 
and it being near Christmas time, the "persecution" 
began by the operatives raising a sum of money to 
purchase a beautiful copy of the Bible as a Christ- 
mas present for the first convert. The pastor re- 
mained in that field for several additional years. 

As the work was somewhat new in our state and 
was entirely undenominational, members of differ- 
ent churches were sent out by the committee to as- 
sist the secretary, and sometimes it would be days 
before he knew the denominational preference of 
the workers. In E were two ministers of en- 
tirely different temperament, one with all the fire 
and enthusiasm of the early Methodists, the other 
of a calm, steady, quiet bearing of the old style Con- 
gregationalists, whose very presence was a benedic- 
tion; both of these v/ere among the best beloved 
pastors in New Hampshire. 

Thinking it would be pleasant for the guests as 
well as for the hosts, they agreed that each church 
would entertain the workers of its own denomina- 
tion. It so happened we had several helpers, and 
when we reached the station, the guests were se- 
lected according to their supposed denomination. 
One especially was of the most fiery, excitable na- 
ture we ever had with us, and he was assigned to 
the conservative pastor, while the fiery pastor took 
one of the calmest of the workers as his g^est. It 
was amusing to us who were behind the scenes to 
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see the mistake of the ministers, but a great blessing 
was the result of the meetings, denominationalism 
and ever)rthing else forgotten in the desire to honor 
the Spirit, as He displayed His power. We were 
in that place in after years. Our regular singer 
unable to be with us, we had a lady from Boston 
who rendered faithful service. Perhaps it would be 
better to let the ministers tell the story, as in a let- 
ter signed by both printed in a periodical. 

"For ten days, commencing August 31, Mr. Allen 
Folger and Miss M. L. Gordon led evangelistic 
meetings in E . The scriptural earnest and ap- 
propriate discourses of Mr. Folger commanded a 
constantly increasing attention, and many were pro- 
foundly impressed. Miss Gordon's sympathetic 
voice in persuasive song, deeply moved the hearts 
of our people. In her meetings for young ladies 
the Holy Spirit evidently used her in bringing sev- 
eral to the decision to seek the Lord. In these 
meetings God honored each of these consecrated 
workers. More than a score expressed a desire to 
become Christians, six or eight of whom already 
testify to the joy of pardoned sin. We expect more 
fruit will be gathered from this faithful sowing." 

There were three churches in M , one nearly 

a mile from the others. Though we were to be but 
three days in the town, it was insisted that each 
church should have a share in the meetings, the last 
in the largest church, where the service seemed of 
great interest, although no one arose for prayer. As 
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I was going home after the service, accompanied by 
my host, a third party joined us, and remarked, 
"What a good meeting we had this evening." And 
added, "I wish you were going to remain longer." 
I said that is the way some people feel, and some- 
times they are those who have only attended the 
last service. When this mlan left us, my host said, 
"That man is a deacon of the church, and this even- 
ing was the first service he has attended." If I had 
known that, I should not have said what I did, but 
I wasn't very sorry I had said it. 

The next year we were in F , an adjoining 

town, where "from the first was a mighty outpour- 
ing of the Spirit." One of the officers of the 
church had a daughter who was apparently oppos- 
ing every impulse towards salvation. All one night 
the father prayed for her, and in the morning she 
gave herself to the Lord. In the forenoon service 
there was presented a written request as follows: 
"Twenty-five members of this church have bound 
themselves together in a solemn covenant, and we 
ask that you will pray for us that we may be entire- 
ly consecrated to God." The request went through 
the audience like wildfire, and the inquiry was: 
"Who are these twenty-five, can we not join them?" 
At that time we were visiting three places every 
week, three days to a place, with plenty of assist- 
ants ; I would send on two Wednesday night, and I 
would take the meeting Thursday morning, and on 
Friday night would send on two others, and I 
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would be there Saturday morning, but on Monday 
evening I would be at the opening service. The 
interest was so great that we continued through the 
day Monday, and the services were to be continued 
indefinitely by other workers. 

My helpers insisted that I ought not to leave F — 

until Tuesday, but send others on to M , the 

place last referred to, where we intended to beg^n 
another series of meetings on Monday evening, and 
that if I remained God would show me it was his 
will. We had prayed together, and I knew not what 

to do. Knowing the apparent failure in M the 

previous year, I was anxious to be at the opening 
meeting, to give counsel that I thought might pre- 
vent another failure. I wrote a request for prayer 
that was known only to myself, "A Christian broth- 
er desires your prayers that his duty may be shown 
him, and he may be willing to do it." I presented 
it in the afternoon service, and soon afterwards it 
came to me as plainly as if a direct message had 
come from the Lord in answer, and at the close of 
the meeting I gave notice that I should remain 
Monday night. I went into the pastor's study and 

wrote a letter to the ministers in M asking "if 

it were not possible to have all the services the next 
three days in one place, and if they could not agree 
upon the church to go into the Town hall." 

I sent the letter in the evening with helpers to be- 
gin the meetings, and they found the ministers had 
made the same plans to divide among the churches. 
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as on the previous visit, and they protested to the 
suggestions in my letter, saying, "We cannot fill the 
town hall, and the boys will disturb us if we go 
there," but I was not there to argue with them, or 
as I usually did, would have surrendered to their 

views, but the Lord kept me in F for his own 

purpose. On Tuesday morning as I was driven to 

the village of M I saw smoke from the town 

hall chimney, and as I entered the hall, I noticed the 
deacon referred to on our former visit, though I 
heard he said, "A revival here means more than else- 
where." Well, the meetings began with a rush, in 
the evening the hall was packed, and it was as or- 
derly as at a funeral, and as a result a large number 
became inquirers. 

In F , already referred to,^fter we closed the 

regular services there, there had been such remark- 
able answers of prayer that the people agreed to 
pray that fifty conversions might be granted, when 
those came, they prayed again, and fifty more came 
to the fold, then they prayed for another fifty, and 
in all one hundred and forty became inquirers, and 
as the pastor wrote, "With very few exceptions they 
are all entertaining a Qiristian hope," and this was 
in a town of seven hundred and forty-three inhabi- 
tants ! 

I was told that before the special meetings closed 
every person in town old enough to understand its 
meaning was personally invited to accept Christ. 
At one time nearly seventy were admitted to the 
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church. While as a rule, we generally found the 
best results, if all the meetings were held in one 
place, there was one place where one of the church- 
es was a long distance from the others, but when 
religious services were held, the people rallied in 
force in whatever church the meetings were held, 
as one of the pastors wrote after several annual 
series of meetings had been held, "The Lord has al- 
ways blessed these meetings in T ." On the 

last Sabbath of one of the series in T in the af- 
ternoon I gave an invitation for those who wished 
prayers in their behalf to come in the front seats; 
among those who came was a lady eighty-three years 
old. In the evening, from another invitation, she 
came again and with her was a man of eighty, more 
infirm than she ; it was her husband. I noticed that 
he occasionally whispered to his wife, and acted as 
though he was a stranger to such movements. We 
had a season of prayer for the inquirers, and the 
closing words were spoken, and the benediction pro- 
nounced. As the people were going out of the 
house, this lady shouted at the top of her voice, 
"Thank God, He has remembered us at the elev- 
enth hour." The next day I was told that that man 
had not been in a church except at a funeral for 
twenty years. They became earnest Christians, and 
lived and died in the faith. Some years before one 
of our visits, I had a Sunday school class of young 
men in another state where I then lived. Among 
the number was one in whom I took especial inter- 
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est, but did not think it was wise then to press too 
closely the acceptance of Christ. I learned he was 
visiting in the town, and I noticed him in one of the 
services. After repeated invitations, I went to him 
and calling him familiarly by name, said, "Won't 
you come to Christ ?" He hesitated a few moments, 
then arising said, "Yes, I will ;" my joy was full. 

Sometimes evangelists have rich experiences, that 
seem almost like some had by the early Christians, 
coming face to face with God. These experiences 
come sometimes when just preceding them, we 
seem as if alone ; they are trial times, but the rejoic- 
ing that comes afterwards is beyond all estimate. 

We met the church in I after a work of grace 

had begun; everything went smoothly; the houses 
and stables were open to receive and care for the 
outside people and their conveyances. There was 
a large attendance ; the pastor gave his hearty sym- 
pathy and co-operation. We had unusual "liberty" 
in song and word. The closest attention was paid 
by every hearer, and it seemed to m,e that all I 
would have to do at the closing service was to ask 
for confession of interest, and there would be a 
ready response. I stood in my place near the close 
of the last service, and invited all who desired to be 
Christians to arise, and no response came, and I 
gave repeated invitations. For a little while I was 
bewildered and distressed beyond expression, when 
suddenly as if God was speaking to me, these words 
came flashing through my mind, "You have had all 
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things to your liking; you have supposed you had 
accomplished a great work; are you willing it 
should be. my way, not yours?" when as suddenly 
came a wonderful experience, and a complete sub- 
mission to the will of God, a calmness, a content- 
ment, and silently responding, "Yes, Lord, not my 
will, but thine be done," I sat down. In a few mo- 
ments the pastor arose and gave an invitation, and 
twenty were on their feet at once. I have scarcely 
ever realized God's presence in that experience, and 
it has helped me in all my years as an evangelist 
I have never but once in all the years of my work 
met direct opposition from a responsible leader of 
the church. Of course, all have not always in every 
respect sympathized in the methods used, but from 
expediency have acquiesced for the time being. We 
were obliged to drive from another town on a cold 
Sabbath to begin meetings in Y . An aged min- 
ister v/as supplying the pulpit for a few Sabbaths, 
all that the funds at hand could afford. As we 
could not get there in season to begin with a morn- 
ing service, I suggested that the minister preach in 
the morning, and be ready to begin with us in the 
afternoon. It was very cold ; we found the church 
so cold that they were obliged to move the organ 
near the stove that the player might not suffer. 
During the afternoon service, the Lord's prayer as 
found in Matthew 6 was used. Everything seemed 
going well, but when the meeting closed, a retired 
minister who seemed to be the pillar, Gal. 2, 9, came 
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to me and suggested that we better use the Episco- 
pal form of the prayer, and I simply suggested "if 
repeated in public concert, less confusion might oc- 
cur if Matthew 6 was used," and dismissed it from 
my thought, little thinking the man was angry. As 
we were to be there but a brief time, we were to 
have three services on Monday. Whefl we went to 
the church Monday morning there was no fire, we 
looked around and found some fuel, and after 
the fire was started, were standing around 
the warming stove, when our friend ap- 
peared with this salutation, speaking in an angry 
way, "You will do more harm than good coming 
here. I furnish the wjood, and if you are here three 
days we shall have to stop preaching. We can't 
afford to entertain you. I got this minister here," 
and turning to him said, "Fve used you well, 
haven *t I?" and the poor old man, alarmed at the 
outbreak, replied tremblingly, "Yes." I told our 
friend that if they lacked wood I had money enough 
to buy a load, and if necessary we could go to the 
hotel and pay our board, but I thought that the kind 
lady who was entertaining me would feel badly if I 
should leave for the hotel. (The lady had an in- 
valid daughter and could not come to the meetings, 
and I afterwards learned was a relative to our 
friend). Our brother turning on his heel left the 
church, saying, "FU have nothing to do with you, 
anyway." Of course, that made us glad. I have 
always believed in women taking part in social re- 
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ligious meetings, but if I had not, the prayers of the 
sisters following this outbreak would have convert- 
ed me to that belief, as they seemed to be bound to 
the "horns of the altar" as they prayed that God 
would soften the heart of that man, and the fright- 
ened minister, gaining courage from their prayers, 
said, "I am glad, brethren, you have come, and if I 
have to leave, God will care for me." In the after- 
noon our friend appeared, and the first we heard 
from him was, "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin/* 
and from that time no stranger would have sup- 
posed that the event of the morning could have oc- 
curred. He took part freely in the services, but we 
noticed in his prayers he made no reference to the 
visiting brethren. 

Tuesday there was a load of wood drawn to the 
church obtained by the ladies. The one who played 
the instrument was converted. A little while after 
this incident, we were in a town some distance from 

Y . In a large forenoon service we had for our 

topic, "Hard Cases, Who Are They and How 
Reached?" As graphically as I could I told the 
story of our friend's opposition, and that his case 
was reached by the prayers of the godly women. In 
the afternoon, the word came to me, "Tell Mr. Fol- 

ger that Mr. X of Y was present in the 

meeting this forenoon, when 'Hard Cases and How 
Reached' were considered." I was glad to know it, 
and also glad I did not know it until all was over. 

Some six weeks afterwards we were holding meet- 
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ings a distance from there in a place where the fam- 
ily of the organist of Y had moved, just at the 

time the meetings were held. One night I looked 
up and saw her in the audience, and she with other 
inquirers came forward, and I had an opportunity 
to introduce her to the church people, with whom 
she connected herself soon after. Her father told 
me his wife was very ill with consumption, and 
quite despondent, and desired me to call, which I 
was glad to do. The Lord was with me, and the 
mother of the organist was brought out of her des- 
pondency, and when I left the place she was rejoic- 
ing in the Lord. 

Sometimes the expectations of pastors failed of 
being realized. We had the fortune of being of a 

party of seven in the church of W . We had 

good meetings all through, and a number we be- 
lieve turned to the Lord. A special request was 
made by several young men, that we tarry a while 
after the last services closed for personal religious 
conversation, and we had a delightful time that 
night, as some accepted Christ, but for some reason 
the minister seemed dissatisfied. A while before 
our visit an evangelist had held meetings there and 
about forty had professed conversion. We discov- 
ered that the minister with his mathematical turn 
of mind, by his rule of estimate had supposed that 
if one man had been instrumental of forty conver- 
sions, seven men ought to lead two hundred and 
eighty to Christ, and not witnessing this, he felt 
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disheartened, though not especially out of sympa- 
thy with our work, but his complaining troubled me, 
and when I went to my room I let my Bible open as 
it would, and before me was the sixty-first Psalm, 
and reading it I found perfect peace. We were ur- 
gently invited to hold meetings in the College 
church in Hanover. While usually leading the 
meetings, and earnestly desiring to visit Dartmouth 
college, at the same time I had an indescribable 
dread to meet so many educated professors and 
bright students, in the way of being a teacher of 
the Word of God. Rev. Dr. Leeds, the beloved 
pastor of the church, learning of my feelings, wrote 
a kind, sympathetic letter to me, suggesting that 
"Hanover sinners were just like other sinners, and 
to do there as we would elsewhere." Rev. Dr. A. 
D. Smith, then the college president, heartily en- 
dorsed the pastor's position. 

But even then I v/as unwilling to go, until I had 
engaged other able assistants, and a superior work- 
er to lead the meetings, and another of the best 
workers in New England was to come the follow- 
ing morning. When with the proposed leader we 
reached Hanover, he found a telegram summoning 
the hoped-for leader home, "as soon as possible,'' 
and the next morning he left me, and soon after a 
telegram came from the other man, saying he had 
failed connections on the railroad, and could not get 
there until evening, so there was no other way but 
for me to take the lead. We received such cordial 
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sympathy from the church and the college, and such 
hearty co-operation from all, that all feelings of 
dread departed, and we had one of the most delight- 
ful seasons of prayer and service we ever enjoyed. 
On Monday morning the president gave the usual 
devotional hour of chapel service in our hands, and 
afterwards escorted us through the college build- 
ings, and when we left presented each of the work- 
ers with a souvenir volume with his extended auto- 
graph. President Smith, when afterwards writing 
of the meetings for publication said: "Both Chris- 
tians and non-professors were deeply impressed by 
their fervent appeals. The meeting in the chapel 
in connection with morning prayers, was an occa- 
sion which for pertinency and effectiveness of the 
addresses, and deep interest of the young men, will 
never be forgotten." In the next state convention 
held in Nashua, Dr. Smith said in reference to our 
work: "The work has been in harmony with all 
Qiristian effort and with the churches. I have yet 
to meet the first pastor who has met any arrogance 
in these brethren. They all, as far as I know, com- 
mend the work. The meeting at the college was an 
entire success. No word or measure but had the 
hearty approval of pastor, faculty and all. The 
farewell meeting conducted in the college chapel, at 
which addresses were made by four of the visitors, 
was one of the most remarkable services ever held 
in the chapel, and the faculty and students will 
never forget that visit." When in Hanover at a 
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later period, and President Smith was confined to 
his room in his last illness, I called upon him, and 
his parting words were, "Brother Folger, you are 
on the right track." 

The pastor of the college church wrote for pub- 
lication, "Providentially and by God's spirit, you 
found us in a revival. The meetings developed it 
still more, broadened the interest already existing, 
bringing all classes of society within their happy in- 
fluence. They also encouraged many to *go to work 
in the Lord's vineyard,' and revealed a great work 
and opportunity for God's church." 

At the annual meeting of the State Congregation- 
al Association, held the next year in Claremont, the 
following resolution was presented and unanimous- 
ly adopted : "Resolved, that we have observed with 
great interest the operations of the New Hamp- 
shire Young Men's Christian Association during 
the past year, and, that in view of the wisdom, earn- 
estness and fidelity which have marked those move- 
ments, and the evident blessing of God upon them, 
the association be commended to the sympathy and 
co-operation of our pastors and churches." 

The next year at another annual meeting of the 
same general association at Littleton, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted. 'Whereas, 
God has greatly blessed the labors of our Young 
Men's Christian Associations in their canvass of the 
state, to the quickening of the churches, and the sal- 
vation of many souls, Therefore, Be it resolved 
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by the General Association of New Hampshire, in 
convention assembled, that, with gratitude, we rec- 
ognize the hand of God in this work, and pray that 
his blessing may attend their labors in the future/' 
Such tokens of approval were stimulants to earnest 
work. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Providential Leadings. 

In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths. Proverbs 3:6. 

ONE of the mistakes in connection with evan- 
gelistic work is, that churches apparently 
feel that all that is necessary, is to invite an evangel- 
ist to visit them, and a revival will surely follow, 
and this mistake occurs more likely when great re- 
sults have come from a previous effort, and the de- 
pendence upon the evangelist rather than upon the 
Holy Spirit, brings discouragement and seeming 
failure. Evangelists realize that such an impres-^ 
sion obtains, and so hesitate to visit a church a sec- 
ond time until a long period has elapsed. But 
there are some grand exceptions to this mistake ; we 
have met in our experience with several. Where 
we have found churches waiting on the Spirit with 
hearty consecration to His service, in such cases re- 
peated visits have had repeated blessings. Such 

was the case in our second visit in R , where 

we began our work.- One of the pastors wrote af- 
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terwards : "Christians were revived and made to re- 
joice anew ; sinners were converted, probably nearly 
one hundred, and all were made to feel the impor- 
tance of religicm. It was all that could be desired." 

Another mistake quite prevalent has been, that 
the summer time is not the season to hold evangel- 
istic meetings. It was in July we were gladly re- 
ceived by the churches in U , when with hearty 

co-c^eration from pastors and people, fifty offered 
themselves to the Lord. Some of them were young 
people, and it was delightful a little while after- 
wards when we tarried for a night with them, to 
hear their warm testimonies and earnest prayers. 

In the next place for a long time the two churches 
had worshipped in one building, but plans made for 
a railroad building, made it necessary that the house 
of worship should be abandoned. So two new edi- 
fices were erected, and there was a prayerful wait- 
ing for a religious awakening; season or weather 
were little thought of, but God's blessing was earn- 
estly desired, and their faith and prayers were an* 
swered. Afterwards the pastor wrote, "One hun- 
dred and fifty have asked prayers. I hope in the 
order of Providence, we shall be called together 
again in a similar effort." In following years sev- 
eral different series of meetings were held in that 
town, always resulting in an ingathering. In one 
town among the highlands of the state where there 
were only three hundred and thirty inhabitants, we 
visited them just in haying season, The fanners so 
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planned their work as to come from the hay field 
for the meeting in their work clothes for an hour 
and a half in the afternoon, then to their haying 
again, and again at the evening service. A wonder- 
ful spirit of prayer seemed to pervade all of the ser- 
vices, and at the close one in ten of the inhabitants 
offered themselves to the Lord. There was no 
church building in the town, so our meetings were 
held in the Town Hall. In after years we held othei 
meetings in the same town, always resulting in 
blessing. 

There are times when an evangelist supposes he 
is following the Lord's leading, when, in fact, he is 
choosing a way of his own. Pressed as we were 
one year with invitations, we were invited to a place 
in October, that would cost considerable in trouble, 
and be inconvenient to visit until the later spring. 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey were holding their 
great meetings in Brooklyn. I was to go on an im- 
portant mission in Connecticut, and thought I 
would from that place go to attend the Brooklyn 
meetings, where I could learn much to help in my 

own work. I wrote to the pastors in L that 

we could not visit them in October, but would have to 
defer the time until scMne months later. An urgent 
appeal again came for us to come in October. "We 
are all ready for you ;" but I refused, for to go there 
I should have to abandon the Brooklyn meetings. 

Before going to Connecticut I attended a conse- 
cration meeting, held in a state convention in Mas- 
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sachusetts. Those who desired entire consecration 
were invited to arise; as I had that earnest desire, 
or thought I had, and I was known in that conven- 
tion as engaged in evangeHstic work, I stood upon 
my feet ; but no sooner did I arise than, as with an 
audible voice God was saying, "You are a pretty 
sort of a consecrated man ; you are wanted to hold 

meetings in L , but you prefer to hear Moody 

and Sankey." And as if with a red-hot iron L 

was stamped in my heart. If I awoke in the night 
it was there, and by da> it haunted me. To go to 
that place alone, I saw no way to obtain help, so I 
tried to ntake that an excuse for not going. Before 
my trip to Connecticut I must go to the extreme 
north of the state, and from the Massachusetts con- 
vention I was to pass the station in Concord, stop- 
ping there a few moments^ continuing up north, 

passing L on the way, and if I should accept 

the invitation in L I should on my return from 

Connecticut have to be out all night to reach L . 

When I stopped at Concord, another letter from 
L was handed me, still more urgent for my go- 
ing there in October. I still clung to the difficulty 
of obtaining suitable assistants. As the train 
slipped out of the Concord station, I noticed in the 
car one of the best Christian workers of New 
Hampshire. I went to him, hoping all the time he 

would decline, and said, "I am wanted in L to 

hold meetings this month, can you go there with 
mc?" He replied: "I would be glad to go/' Every 
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prop was taken from under me, and I surrendered. 
L was taken from my heart, and the Holy Spir- 
it taught me a new meaning of consecration. When 
the train stopped in Plymouth I mailed a card tell- 
ing them I would accept their invitation for Octo- 
ber, and with a light heart continued my way to the 
north. I afterwards met my Connecticut appoint- 
ment, and returned to L , having meanwhile en- 
gaged all the help needed, but the one I had engaged 
on the train did not come. 

A great blessing was the result of the meetings in 
L , which was a precursor of many such spirit- 
ual blessings in that town in later years. I did not 
at that time hear Moody and Sankey, but received 
many fold in rejoicing in spiritual power. A pecu- 
liar feature of the meetings held in L at our 

different visits was the number of unconverted per- 
sons remaining in the inquiry meetings, besides 
those who had arisen for prayers, indicating a be- 
ginning of a work of grace in the heart that after- 
wards under the faithful pastors' preaching was de- 
veloped in the salvation of many souls. While we 
urged the importance of immediate decision for 
Christ, as taught in the Bible, we learned by our 
experience that many that we found members of 
our churches, dated their impressions to some meet- 
ings in the earlier years of our work, though they 
'did not fully decide for the right until years after- 
wards. This was the testimony they bore before 
their church examining committee previous to mak- 
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ing a public profession of their faith in Christ. 
This encouraged us to be always hopeful when we 
saw souls looking towards the Cross, although they 
did not at once decide for the Saviour. 

The religious people in C were pleased to be 

known as conservative in reference to methods used 
in modem revivals. We were told that there were 
but four family altars in the village, and I suppose 
arising for prayers had never been witnessed in the 
church. They were so materially situated as need- 
ing no anxiety in reference to financial support. 
The large audiences paid the closest attention, and 
there seemed to be deep conviction. No one had 
expressed a desire for prayer up to the close of the 
afternoon service on the Sabbath. Before the even- 
ing service, the four workers met in an upper room 
to pray for guidance in what was expected to be the 
last service. We never before had such an experi- 
ence in agonising prayer that took hold of our phy- 
sical nature, and in that upper room it seemed as 
though we were in the direct presence of God. As 
we entered the church in the evening I spoke to a 
young man asking him if he did not desire to be a 
Christian. He replied, "Yes, but I don't want to be 
the only one to make it manifest." Telling him 
there would be others to follow, I spoke to another 
and he was in tears. We knew the Holy Spirit was 
doing his work. At the close of the service quite 
a number responded to the invitation given, and the 
interest was such that help was left to continue 
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meetings some days, and a large number became 
inquirers. The pastor made a public confession 
that "Before the meetings began, he was not himself 
caiverted." Changes for the better in spiritual 
things have been in that church since that time. . 
Through the drifted snow, it took us about four 

hours to ride fourteen miles to O . It was 

March 19. We had previously appointed a meeting 
to begin April 19, but for a good reason we changed 
the appointment one month earlier. The experi- 
enced pastor of the church was somewhat nervous 
on account of the bad traveling, and he saluted us 
with, "I wish you had waited until April, as our 
people live on the hills and in the valleys where 
they cannot get through the deep snow." I said to 
to the pastor, "Perhaps in April it would have been 
mud and worse than snow. Please don't attempt to 
steady the ark." The meeting that night was re- 
markably well attended and I felt encouraged. Dur- 
ing the night there came an old-fashioned equinoc- 
tial blizzard. How the wind did howl as the snow 
fell! I dreaded meeting the minister at breakfast, 
and when I appeared a frowning look greeted me, 
and he talked so discouragingly, I followed Mr. 
Lincoln's custom by telling him the story of the 
minister, referred to hi the preceding chapter, who 
thought "seven workers would bring two hundred 
and eighty converts, and that he reminded me of 
him." He quieted down, saying, "I guess I will 
not fret any more," The forenoon service was well 
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attended, notwithstanding the night's storm, and a 
man arose and said, "I have walked two miles this 
morning through the snow to invite one to come to 
the service." I turned to the minister and said: 
"If you have members of your church that will walk 
two miles such a morning as this to invite one to 
meeting, you need have no fear but a blessing will 
come." 

Later he wrote over his signature in substance as 
follows: "Every school district in the town was 
blessed, and about eighty turned to the Lord." And 
this was only a small hill town in New Hampshire. 
They had enjoyed a revival some time before this 
visit, and I was told that the average attendance at 
church on a pleasant Sunday had been between 
seventy and eighty, moct of those Christians. One 
of our helpers while in that town decided to become 
a foreign missionary, and he is at this writing one 
of the most successful and beloved missionaries of 
his church board. 

Among those converted at that time were a num- 
ber of boys and young men. Several years after as 
I was riding on a train, one of the converts who had 
become a physician, came in at a station, and said to 
me, "Did you ever know the import of that reviv- 
al?" I said, "I knew several were converted, but 
nothing special." He then in some detail said, "One 
has becomfe an able lawyer, one is in our college, an- 
other in another calling, another in a preparatory 
school," and 50 on, referred to how *'many of those 
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» L I I .1 

converts had because of their conversion, become 
centres of religious influence." 

Occasionally we would visit a town where the 
pastors were in perfect sympathy with our work, 
but on Sabbath morning desired we would hold 
meetings simultaneously in each of the churches, 
and our plan was when we had plenty of help, to 
select a permanent leader for each church, and for 
the others to rotate, each one after a short address, 
to go to another church with the same address. I 
had often told my assistants that they were at lib- 
erty to use any of my illustrations, and when I came 
to speak last, if I could find nothing to say, I would 

be silent. In B there were three churches. Our 

usual custom was to repeat our rddress when this 
rotation occurred. It so happened that several of 
my friends from a town in another state, where I 
had long resided before coming to New Hampshire 
came to that place on that Sabbath, and as I rotat- 
ed, they followed me from)' church to church, so I 
tried to have a different address in each church, 
though on the same topic. Before I went to one of 
the churches, the leader had used some of my illus- 
trations, not knowing I was to come there after- 
wards. When I entered the church he was alarmed 
fearing I would repeat what he had just used, but 
my old friends being with me, my address was en- 
tirely different than usual, but his fears were so 
wrought upon that it nervously prostrated him, and 
he was put helpless in bed, and we had to carry him 
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to his home by a special conveyance. I tried to' 
calm him, saying no harm was daie, even if it had 
put me in a strange position. He begged my par- 
don, and seemed as though he felt he had commit- 
ted an unpardonable sia. 

A great blessing followed the work in that town, 
and was repeated also in meetings that were held 
there in other years. A Young Men's Christian 
Association was organized, buying out a saloon for 
its headquarters, and for years was helpful in the 
ivhole neighborhood. 

In places where there were so-called liberal 
churches, occasionally one of the ministers would 
be so stirred because of evangelistic meetings being 
held in the town, that before or during their prog- 
ress he would preach critically of the work, with 

more bitterness than love. This occurred in B . 

Our meetings at one time were held in the large 
Town hall, and one of the prominent ones of the lib- 
erals attended our services, and was deeply im- 
pressed with the methods and spirit of the meetings, 
and was so incensed at his pastor's course as to say, 
"If he will speak so about such meetings, I want no 
more to do with him." And he left him with dis- 
gust. 

We were told in Z that the young people 

there did not know the meaning of the word "re- 
vival ;" that meant that there had been no "revival" 
there since they were bom. At one of the opening 
meetings, as soon as we entered the church we had 
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a powerful experience of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. So deep was this feeling that I r'emarked, 
"Some one is praying mightily for this people." 
There was a gracious outpouring of the Spirit, and 
a large number, among them some of the influential 
business men of the village. It was a precious sea- 
son to many souls. Soon after the meetings closed, 
I received a letter from the pastor of the College 
church in Hanover, saying, "Sunday we prayed for 
you in our church, that a blessing might attend your 
efforts in Z ." 

We have many times in our experience realized 
that opportnities neglected cannot be recalled. 

One of the prominent young men in Z was 

deeply convicted, but unwilling to publicly confess 
his acceptance of salvation. Several of his asso- 
ciates came to him and offered to go forward for 
prayers if he would, but he told them "Not now," 
and neither went forward. When visiting the town 
a year or two afterwards, the first mentioned ac- 
cepted Christ. He then appealed to his former as- 
sociates to take the same step, and they laughed him 
to scorn. His opportunity of leading them to Christ 
was gone forever. 

Conviction of sin has a different effect with dif- 
ferent individuals. Sometimes the one convicted 
is filled with distress on account of his sins, but 
sometimes those convicted are angry with all who 
profess godliness. This was the case when Steph- 
en told the people the truth. Acts 7, 54. As we 
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were riding several miles to meet an appointment 
we were told it was said in the latter place that if 
we preached in their place as we had in the place 
we had left, we should be "tarred and feathered." 
But we paid no attention to the threat. We met a 
church glad to receive us. No especial excitement 
was discovered in the meetings, but a deep convic- 
tion of sin was realized. We never were treated 
more kindly, and best of all, a blessed outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit brought a good number to the 
confession of Christ. We looked in vain for the 
hoodlums who had made the awful threat, and we 
were not sure but some of them were among the 
converts. We seldom had any disturbance in our 
meetings, but instead kindness was generally the 
prevailing rule. I had previous to our visit to this 
place been reading "President Finney's Experiences 
in Revivals," and I was interested in reference to 
what was called "The slaying power of the Holy 
Spirit." Whole rows of strong men on a settee 
would be so overcome as to fall prostrate on the 
floor. I had never witnessed anything like that, 
and having entire confidence in President Finney's 
work, I was somewhat troubled and fearful, wheth- 
er the many I thought in our meetings had come to 
Christ in reality had done so. But my experience 
has taught me that when any trouble of that sort 
comes to the one who desires tb know and do God's 
will, He will in some way give relief. It came to 
nve in this way. At the place I was entertained. 
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one time at the table a visiting boy, about fourteen 
years of age, was with us. He was evidently under 
conviction, and I asked him if he wanted to be a 
Christian, and if he would arise for prayers that 
evening? He said he would. When I gave an in- 
vitation at the close, he arose with others, and when 
I invited him forward, he held on the front of the 
pew, but was powerless to move. I went to him, 
and holding him up, as he was perfectly willing to 
come forward, brought him to the front seats, and 
then he was entirely overcome. I rejoiced I had at 
last seen one case of the "slaying power of the Spir- 
it." About a year afterwards I visited the town 
again, and inquired for my boy, and found he was 
one of the worst backsliders in town. That settled 
the question of particular ways of the manifestation 
of the Spirit being necessary with me, forever. I 
have never had the slightest anxiety in that line 
since. There was in that town a man who in a 
drunken brawl had taken the life of another. In 
his trial, a technicality in the indictment, had led to 
his acquittal. He attended our njeetings there, and 
also in another near town. He came to my room to 
have a talk with me, and said he didn't know as 
God had forgiven him. For awhile I felt some en- 
couraged that he had repented. When I asked him 
if he had prayed the Lord to forgive him, he quick- 
ly replied, "No; I should be afraid to pray." I 
then plainly told him I shouldn't think he could 
sleep with the blood of a fellowman on his soul 
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without asking God's forgiveness. He then said, 
"If I should pray I couldn't sleep at all." I could 
do nothing for him, as he refused to plead for for- 
giveness with the only one who could forgive. The 
last I heard of the man was, **His last state was 
worse than the first." 

Revival work impresses some people in a strange 
way. When a genuine revival has full power in a 
community, there needs but little suggestion in ref- 
erence to the conduct of those friendly to the work, 

though all may not be real converts. In G 

were two churches, neither of them very large, but 
with excellent pastors and a happy people. As the 
churches were quite a distance apart, it was thought 
best to hold all the meetings in the most central 
place, the Town hall. There was a good attendance 
and a blessed spirit manifested all through. A good 
number expressed a. desire to be saved, among them 
some prominent people. There was so much inter- 
est among the people that it was decided to continue 
the services the following week, under the direction 
of the pastors. The Town hall was engaged Mon- 
day evening by the shownman, "Comical Brown/' 
for an entertainment, so the religious service that 
evening was appointed in one of the churches not 
near the hall. Comical Brown came to meet his ap- 
pointment, but only eight tickets were sold. He 
paid back the money to the purchasers, saying he 
"would rather go to a town where smallpox was 
raging, than where there was revival work," and 
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he contined down the river in disgust. Thd same 
evening the meeting in the church was a glorious 
one, and others took the stand for Christ. It is a 
blessed thing for a town when the Holy Spirit is 
recognized in control, and this is only one of similar 
experiences following evangelistic work. 

We had a delightful experience in another of the 
river towns. We have always believed that judi- 
cious religious advertising brought beneficial re- 
sults, as truly as advertising in the business world. 
Gladly were we received by the pastor, and church 

of J . A suggestion originating there was to 

advertise the meetings widely, not only by the news- 
papers taken in the locality, and by the usual means 
we furnished, by posters and programmes, but by 
large transparencies in front of the church, with 
the topic to be used in the evening displayed in 
large letters, changing every evening. The idea 
was a novel one, but attracted the attention of peo- 
ple as nothing else could have done, and brought to- 
gether large audiences. 

From the beginning it was easy to preach and 
sing. There was no especial excitement as usually 
understood, but an enthusiasm that all enjoyed. 
The young people became very much interested in 
personal salvation, and manifested a hunger for the 
Bread of Life, and a good number accepted Qirist. 
Some of our most precious memories linger of that 
and subsequent visits to the town. 

We have never believed in the so-called "dead 
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line of 50" for ministers of the gospel. Many and 
many a time we were called by old and experienced 
ministers, to assist in a series of meetings with their 
churches. In several instances we have found their 
people thoroughly taught in the truth, lacking cmly 
a public confession, to bring light to the soul ; such 
was the case when for the first time we visited the 
church in K . The pastor had long been pro- 
claiming the Word of God. We had a good at- 
tendance at the beginning, some coming from ad- 
joining towns, and some from over the river in Ver- 
mont, and it was a joy to us to see the manifestation 
of love the people had for their pastor, and his 
hearty willingness to co-operate in all the services, 
Some very marked cases of conversion occurred. I 
was quite amused before much open confession of 
Christ had been seen, when one evening, just before 
service began, a good Christian young man, who 
was feeling very anxious for results asked me, "Mr. 
Folger, do you think you can get up a revival 
here?" "Oh, no," I said. "I don't know how to 
get up revivals, and I would not give much for re- 
vivals that are gotten up. But I believe if we work 
and pray, and trust in the Lord, He will grant His 
blessing." Some time after we left the town, the 
pastor wrote, "The work is progressing. New cas- 
es present themselves for prayers ; a deep religious 
feeling pervades the whole community and very 
many are ^almost persuaded.' When I stop to think 
what a great work the Lord has wrought here I am 
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amazed, and praise the Lord for all His goodness 
and infinite mercy. I have had many precious re- 
vivals in the churches where I have labored, but 
none that has filled my heart so full of joy. For 
some that have been converted I have felt a deep 
anxiety ever since I have been here, and now they 
are all redeemed and saved by the Lord." We vis- 
ited K at other times in later years, always wit- 
nessing a blessing. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Discouragements and Victories. 

Now thanks be unto God which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of 
his knowledge by us in every place. 2 Corinthians 2:14. 

WE NEVER found it necessary to deny the de- 
nomination to which we belonged, but 
called as we were to assist in evangelical churches 
of every name, all of which believed the fundamen- 
tal truths of the Gospel, we did not judge it to be 
the part of an evangelist to exploit his own denom- 
inational preference, and we had the comfort of 
feeling that our course in this direction was almost 
universally approved. With this view we gladly 

accepted an invitation to hold meetings in L ^ a 

village where there were two churches, and a third 
one but a little way out of the village, and we could 
not discover, by the cordial co-operation of pastors 
and people, that there was any difference even in 
church polity, all seemed so to desire the Lord's 
blessing. Each of the pastors wrote for publica- 
tion after we left the place as follows: "The union 
meetings that began with your visit were continued 
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for a number of weeks, and it is estimated that some 
seventy-five became ccmverted." The seccmd pas- 
tor wrote: "They did miore to unite the Christian 
societies of this place than anything that has been 
done for years. Its (the organization we repre- 
sented) tendency to dissipate sectarianism is 
strong." The third pastor wrote: "After you left 
the work went forward blessedly; the whole place 
was awakened. I never saw a better prospect. . . 
. . The union between the two churches in this 
village I think is heart work, and I trust it is per- 
manent; if some local circumstances had been dif- 
ferent I think we would have counted hundreds." 
In many of the back country towns, the small 
churches become discouraged as the active mem- 
bers move to the large villages, and none coming in 
to take their places, they sometimes feel like giving 
up in despair. Our sympathy was always with 
such churches, and we were led to attempt a series 

of meetings with the small church in P . At 

our first visit the attendance was not large, the in- 
terest deepened, and a few accepted Qirist. In af- 
ter years we found great improvement in religious 
thought and action. As we made repeated visits 
we found an increasing number of most excellent 
Christians. They had had seasons of great dis- 
couragements, as many of our feeble churches have, 
but if no more results followed our work, the cheer 
and hope it gives to such fields in anticipation of 
during the meetings, and for months following, it 
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would justify the visits of evangelists to just such 
places. When, as we found in our subsequent vis- 
, its, a good proportion of the men in a vocation that 
necessitated twenty-seven miles' heavy teaming 
every week day, through sunshine and storm, much 
of it on foot, and then come long distances every 
evening of the week to attend the services, it would 
seem cruel if there was not some instrumentality at 
hand to meet their needs. 

In some years of our work we were so pressed 
with invitations, that we simply prepared a list of 
dates when we would visit places, and we would send 
the list to pastors without previous conferring with 
them about the dates being convenient. We fur- 
nished posters and printed programmes to advertise 
the meeting. 

We appointed meetings in Q and sent on the 

printed matter, and learned afterwards that the 
church had changed pastors, so we wrote asking if 
it would be convenient to have us at the date given ; 
we were to be there but two orthree days. The pas- 
tor wrote in reply, "We are a hard-working people, 
mostly do our own work. Can you not condense 
your services in one day?" This church possessed 
a large invested fimd. 

Another church near by of the same denomina- 
tion had been pleading with us to visit them, but on 
account of other engagements we were obliged to 

refuse. I immediately wrote the pastor in Q , 

"We have concluded not to visit your town this 
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year," and wrote to the other town, "If you can ac- 
cept the dates (we were going to Q ) we will 

visit you." They immediately gladly accepted the 
dates, and one of the most precious revivals fol- 
lowed, the pastor writing afterwards, "Your visit I 
regard as a remiarkable link in the chain of God's 
providence, whereby a blessing was shed down up- 
on this people. The Spirit was undoubtedly with us 
to some extent before you came, as there were some 
in a tender and inquiring state of mind ; but your 
visit was the special means of the glorious results 
that followed. The interest you left steadily in- 
creased in the meetings that were held weeks fol- 
lowing, which were full of solemnity and great 
power. Including some with feeble hopes before, 
over sixty gained a decided hope in Christ as a re- 
sult of the work. Twenty-six of these united with 
the church in May ; others are expected to follow." 

The change among the young and other ages has 
been so marked as to greatly cheer the hearts of 
those who have borne the burden and heat of the 
day. On the other side of that town that wanted 
to "condense the services in one day," there was 

also another great blessing. And in Q they 

were so humiliated that another year came an invi- 
tation, "Come to our town and remain as long as 
you can." 

We sometimes met people coming from other 
towns to where we were holding meetings, and they 
asked, "Why dcMi't you come to our place?" This 



DISCOURAGEMENTS AND VICTORIES. 89 

had been said several times by people from V , 

and the reply was always the same, "Because we 
have not been invited." At last the churches of 

V sent an invitation, and the first opportunity 

we accepted it. We found the churches ready to 
co-operate with heartiness. There was a very large 
attendance all through the meetings. One of the 
pastors was gifted in the use of a craycai and black- 
board, and in the evening services we foimd dis- 
played on the board in colors the topic to be used, 
and some symbol, illustrating the subject under con- 
sideration, thus conveying to the eye, as well as the 
ear, the appeals to the conscience and heart, and we 
found the plan very effective. A large number 
were interested, and one of the pastors afterwards 
wrote, "The result of your meetings in our place, 
they were productive of much good. Christians 
were united and set in motion ; the impenitent were 
awakened, and as a final result the meetings have 
been sustained for weeks, scores, we believe, have 
begun a Christian life. We shall hail your return." 
Another pastor wrote: "The result of this effort 
over (Mie hundred have united with the churches." 
We visited that town several times in later years, 
and there was always a blessing following the ef- 
fort. 

We sometimes hear it said that certain ministers 
seem to attempt to imitate some of the great preach- 
ers of the day in their manner of work. We found 
in evangelistic work, speaking from a human stand- 
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point, that we failed when we ceased to be ourselves. 
In the town just alluded to on cme of our visits 
some interest had been awakened before our com- 
ing. There always was a very large attendance, 
and when we arrived this time we were told if we 
used certain methods, a ready response would fol- 
low from both Christians and unconverted. 

Willing to please the pastors, we concluded wc 
would yield our methods to theirs, and do the best 
we could their way. The large audience were on 
their feet, and I gave an invitaticai as suggested. 
Christians stood as unmovable as posts, and two lit- 
tle children only responded, and service was closed. 
I never had just such an experience in that town be- 
fore, and that night I was wakeful and much in 
prayer, not for sleep, but only to be gufded by the 
Lord. The next day I went into the church, for- 
getting for the time suggestions of methods, and 
endeavored to do as I supposed God would have me 
and there was a grand response. Among those for- 
ward were, I think, some eight or ten over sixty 
years old, and to the end of the meetings blessings 
continued to come, and I came to the conclusion 
that whatever else I might be, I could not be an 
imitator. 

Excuses for not confessing Christ publicly are as 
plenty as in Luke 14, 18, 20, and about as valid. 

We were holding meetings in X . They were 

largely attended. While we did not usually inter- 
fere with local arrangements, when it was suggest- 
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cd that the large pipe organ should be used, we felt 
it would not be for the interest of the services, es- 
pecially as the organist was a pronounced sceptic; 
and we suggested that we would prefer a small in- 
strument, but no one dared to interfere with the reg- 
ular organist's plans. We had a good singer with 
us, and he hustled around and obtained a cabinet or- 
gan, and said he would care for its use while we 
were there. This offended the organist, who prob- 
ably was accustomed to have his own way. He at- 
tended some of the services, and one night after the 
meeting, he invited our singer to go home with him 
to discuss religicai, probably supposing he was able 
to refute all his claim to the truth. The singer told 
him he would accept the invitation and talk all night 
with him if he wished, provided he would kneel 
down with him, and both first ask the guidance of 
God, but the organist refused, as he said he did not 
believe in prayer. So our singer said he could have 
no talk with him unless he had God's guidance, and 
the organist went his way. 

A great interest was awakened in the services. 
The pastor, an excellent, experienced man, was 
called away to a distant town, to attend a funeral of 
a relative, so we could not have him with us. Sev- 
eral privately confessed their need of salvation, but 
when requested to let it be known publicly, refused, 
saying that they esteemed their pastor highly, and 
did not wish to arise for prayers in his absence ; but 
.we never learned of their accepting Christ after his 
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return ; others did take a position as inquirers. The 
pastor wrote afterwards, "Your meetings in this 
place effected much good in the quickening of re- 
ligious life. Christians were revived, and there 
have been some conversions as a result of the meet- 
ings, and there has been a deepening interest among 
the entire population in religious truth and duty." 

I had a remarkable experiencee in that town, il- 
lustrating how God will sometimes guide us strange- 
ly. It was intimated by some that God was unable 
to save some persons, and one afternoon with this 
saying in view before I spoke at the close, I looked 
out the "ables" in the New Testament, and gave 
them; fully to the audience. It was a Wednesday, 
and at that time, there was in that place a tri-weekly 
mail, coming Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
The next day, Thursday, I received a letter that was 
intended to reach me Wednesday if there had been 
a daily mail, and in that letter was a printed card 
having on it the same "Abies'' I had the day before 
used, I think, for the iirst time, and I think I had 
never seen the "Abies" compiled together until I re- 
ceived that card. The writer of that letter intend- 
ed by the card to give me some suggestion of God's 
ability, but as the letter was lying in a postoffice six 
miles away, God himself gave me the suggestion 
intended by the writer of the letter. It is a blessed 
experience, if one can realize God controls their 
thoughts. I trust that experience and the use of 
that card has blessed many a one since that day, as 
God has led me in its use. 
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We believe in earnest importunate prayer; that 
sometimes God lays upon the hearts of his children 
heavy burdens that they may plead with Him for 
the salvation of particular persons, and frequently 
such prayers are answered. But sometimes we 
have felt that too much anxiety is manifested, and 
usually when we have those fears we find ourselves 
in error. 

We were heartily invited to assist in meetings in 

A by one of the best beloved pastors in the 

state. He had been preaching in his church for 
several years. When we met him for the first time 
we found him in great distress in reference to a 
near neighbor, a notorious infidel; his whole soul 
seemed fixed upon his salvation. While we had 
his cordial co-operation all through the services, 
and a great blessing came to the people, his burden 
for the infidel seemed to exclude from his mind 
every thought. We were troubled lest it might af- 
fect him injuriously. 

We left the town on a Friday morning for a ride 
of twenty-one miles, facing a northwest wind, with 
the thermometer more than twenty degrees below 
zero, and the roads drifted so that when we met an- 
other team we were obliged to lift our sleighs 
around, it being too drifted to turn out. When we 
came to a village on the way we were so cold we 
stopped at a hotel to warm ourselves, putting our 
teams in a stable meanwhile. After warming we 
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started again and coming to another village we were 
met by teams from B , the place of our destina- 
tion. 

There was so much interest in the town of B 

that we were requested to leave helpers for a few 
days to continue the mleetings. There were among 
the inquirers several good sized boys. As one of the 
helpers was going to the church the next afternoon, 
after the regular meetings closed, he met some boys 
going in the same direction, and he asked them, 
"Boys, where are you going?" They said, *'To 
meeting." He asked, "What are you going to meet- 
ing for?" They replied, "To get some good." 
"Doesn't school keep?" "Yes, but we got excused 
so we could go." "Were you among the boys that 
came forward for prayers last night?" "Yes." 
"What did the other boys say to you ?" "They made 
fun and laughed about it." "What are you going 
to do about it?" "Going to let them laugh." O, 
that every one moved by the Spirit of God might 
have the courage of those boys. 

That same Monday the other workers left B , 

and were passing a railroad station near the town 

of A . Some one met us and inquired if we 

had heard from A since the previous Friday? 

We had heard nothing. We were then told that on 

the Sabbath after we left A the infidel alluded 

to came to meeting, and said he had given himself 

to Oirist. Months afterwards the pastor of A 

wrote, "The spirit of the gospel workers was most 
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healthful and excellent, and their labors among us 
. . . proved the means of real quickening. . . . 
Two or three marked cases occurred after the meet- 
ings where first impressions are to be traced to their 
labors, though the individuals did not then take a 
stand. Among them was a notorious infidel or ma- 
terialist, who had been a very violent opposer, but 
who still, after six months, keeps on his way as a 
humble Christian. One neighborhood in the parish 
has been revolutionized where before no social 
meetings could be sustained; but since your labors 
among us, two each week, one in connection with 
an evening Sabbath school, are held." 

A long while afterwards we were holding meet- 
ings in a town not far from A , and a man arose 

and said, "When I last saw Mr. Folger I was an in- 
fidel, but I am glad to say I am now a follower of 
Christ." It was the same man for whom the pastor 
had been so burdened. I ought not to omit just 
here in attributing much of the permanent success 
of the meetings in A to the faithful co-opera- 
tion of a local school teacher, who with love and 
earnestness gathered the young people in her school 
room for prayer and religious instruction. 

It gave us great joy many times in our work to 
receive welcome to fields that had had long and 
faithful culture. When we found pastors who had 
been years in a church and were beloved in the 
whole section for their sterling qualities, and who«;e 
hearts were bound up' with the interests of their 
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people, we regarded it as an honor to be "helpers" 
for a few days. Such we found in the church in 
C , whose minister was the longest settled pas- 
tor of his denomination in the state. The attend- 
ance at the meetings was very large, and scarcely an 
invitation was given but that new cases of inquiry 
would respond. A large number accepted Christ, 
and the pastor rejoiced greatly as he saw the fruit 
of his faithful sowing borne to the Lord. Several 
remarkable cases were among the number, and 
when a while after the meetings closed, being in the 
vicinity, we made a call for one day's service, eight 
others started in the way of life. The pastor wrote 
afterwards, "The converts are real workers, and 
give much joy and aid to the pastor in his work." 

This precious season was followed in after years 
by other meetings with that people, always with 
blessing. Evangelists may sometimes have to bear 
crosses, may be called to self-denial, but one experi- 
ence, as in this church, covers with forgetfulness 
many hindrances that may be met elsewhere, and 
are among the bright spots in a lifetime. 

In D ^we found a pastor who could not be con- 
tent with the ordinary services, and he had the pow- 
er to impress his people likewise. He was in his 
element in a gospel meeting, never tiring, but ask- 
ing for more. A unique plan was devised so that 
all should remain in the church from the opening 
of the forenoon service to the close of the evening, 
by bringing food to the church, and all eating din- 
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ner and supper in the building, giving an opportun- 
ity for personal work in the interim of the services. 
A precious revival came, a goodly number becom- 
ing inquirers. When I was assigned to my place of 
entertainment, I was told that my host was an infi- 
del, though his wife and daughter were earnest 
Christians, but that he was a gentleman and would 
treat me kindly, and it was suggested that I might 
labor with him on account of his infidel notions. I 
said, "I will go wherever sent, but I do not propose 
to discuss infidelity with any one." I was received 
cordially in that home ; at the table I was invited to 
ask a blessing on the food, and in all my conversa- 
tion with the man I failed to discover a single evi- 
dence of scepticism. He was very busy in his store, 
and unable to attend many of the services, but 
seemed to be interested to learn all about them. The 
second morning after being in that nominal "infi- 
del's" home, the wife said to me, "Only think, Mr. 
Folger, my husband kneeled with us at family pray- 
er last night." I was confounded, having retired 
two nights without suggesting prayer, not wishing 
to offend my host, and I said to the lady. "Do you 
have family prayer?" She replied, "O, yes, sir." I 
then said, "I would like the privilege of uniting 
with you next time," and had I not been told other- 
wise, I would have called that a Christian home. 
Some time after that the man united with a church 
In another village of the town, and all his subse- 
quent life lived an exemplary Cbirstian. 
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I found out the cause of my misinformation. One 
of that church who was a "power behind the 
throne" and had once been in trade, had said a man 
could not be a trader and live an honest life, and my 
host knew he was honest, and was regarded so by 
all his customers, but because of that "power" ut- 
tering those words, he desired to have nothing to do 
with the church that he in a measure controlled. 
This incident taught me a lesson for the future that 
in whatever home I might afterwards be entertained 
while I was there there would be family prayer. 

In the village of E it was about as near a 

vacuum in church life as we have found anywhere 
in New England. We were told there was but one 
member of an evangelical church in the village. 
Twenty-seven years previous the church had been 
disbanded, and the building passed in the hands of 
the Universalists, and was used for secular gather- 
ings. I did not learn whether our liberal friends 
had used it at all for preaching. 

The Young Men's Christian Association in an- 
other part of the town hired it for us to conduct a 
series of meetings. At first intense bitterness exist- 
ed against the presumpticwi of holding meetings un- 
der such circumstances. A large number attended 
from other towns, and towards the last some of the 
local residents favored us with their presence, and 
as the services continued, more and more a kindly 
feeling developed. A few became inquirers; the 
open bitterness seemed to pass away. After the close 
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of the Sabbath afternoon service a crowd gathered 
in front of the church, and I found that a man of 
great influence and known all about that section for 
many noble qualities was bitterly attacking one of 
my helpers, opposing the truth, and stating what he 
called the wicked teaching of the Bible, and its un- 
worthiness. After listening to his words a little 
while I said to him, "My friend, did you find what 
you have stated in the Bible or in some book that 
opposed the Bible?" Indignantly he replied, as 
some of the listeners probably thought, unanswer- 
able by me, "I found it in the Bible. Don't you sup- 
pose I know what is in the Bible ?" Having a Bible 
in my hand, I kindly said to him, "Will you please 
find it for me?" That immediately broke up the 
crowd, for they saw he had made statements about 
the Bible that were not in the Word. He was not 
a resident of that town. 

Some time after we had to tarry a while in the 
place where his home was located. As we were 
upon the street we noticed a company of uniformed 
men on the opposite side, and on inquiring the 
cause, we found the occasion was the funeral of our 
friend. We attended the service in the church, and 
heard the funeral sermon, everything that could be 
said for the man was kindly said by his pastor, but 
he could not commend his religious life. I was told 
that almost his last words were in substance, "I 
would give everything I have if I only had a hope 
in Christ." What a tremendous responsibility men 
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take in writing falsely about the Word of God, and 
by it leading some most excellent men to wrong 
views of the Bible. Some such writing had fallen 
in the way of this man. I am glad to say that since 

our visit to E a church has been organized and 

has been blessed by the Divine One. 

We sometimes had long rides to reach our fields 
of work. One of them over the mountain passes 
of over thirty miles, but on reaching our destination 
we were rewarded by a cordial welcome by pastor 

and people of F . Without any suggestion of 

ours, the pastor had arranged for the stores to be 
closed afternoons for the time the services were 
held, so that all might attend. The two churches 
worked in perfect harmony, and quite a number 
were converted. One of the pastors had another 
field of labor, preaching Sunday afternoons in a iiall 
near the mills in a town where there was no organ- 
ized church. There were large lumber mills in the 
town, and the proprietor of the largest consented to 
shut down the works while the services were in 
progress that the operatives might attend. It was 
good to see so many of them in their work clothes 
and back again at their work after the meetings. 
Our work was new to the place, and a good number 
responded to the invitations to accept Christ. Sub- 
sequent meetings were held after we left, conducted 
by the pastor, assisted by neighboring ministers, 
and one result was that the first church in the town 
was organized in what has since become one of the 
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most thriving cities of New Hampshire. Our work 
was simply assisting in gathering the fruit from the 
pastor's previous sowing. 

One incident occurred the last eve of our being 
there, illustrating hypocrisy in some, making no pre- 
tence to religion. At our second meetings there 
was usually sitting on a side seat a man perhaps 
sixty years of age. I supposed he was a Christian, 
but one of my helpers spoke to him the last eve, 
asking him if he was a Christian, and he replied, 
"I have not a particle of feeling." The brother 
said, "Your friends are going forward for prayer, 
had you not better go forward?" He said, "It 
would do me no good if I did." "Well, would it 
do you any harm?" He arose and went forward, 
the tears flowing down his face, and filled with deep 
emotion. The next day he told the worker, "For 
twenty years I have been anxious for salvation." 

Another similar case occurred when we were 
holding meetings in what was usually used as a 
dance hall in T , but certainly that time sancti- 
fied by the grace of God. A wealthy man of the 
place, who owned cider mills and a large landed 
property, attended quite constantly, usually sitting 
near the back seat. One of my helpers asked him 
the last day if he would accept Christ. He replied, 
"I like to hear you speak and sing, but / don't be- 
lieve a word you say." Before the services closed 
that night, in the hall, he publicly stated in sub- 
stance, "For fourteen years I have known I was 
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wrong, and have had all I could do to carry the con- 
viction I have had. Pray for me that I may be a 
Christian." Some one asked him what would be- 
come of his cider mills ? He said, "They will take 
care of themselves." I met that man in a religious 
service in another town ten years afterwards, and 
all that time he had been a devoted follower of the 
Master. 

One more case occurs to me now. Occasionally 
while engaged in our work some depressing circum- 
stance would occur, and usually at such seascwis 
some cheering word would come to prevent despon- 
dency. We were holding meetings in H and 

discouragements came. We had failed to meet our 
appointment promptly on account of remaining a 
day or two extra in a previous place, and when I 
got to the place the people were displeased. Our 
singer, who had gone on the day before, was pros- 
trate with threatened pneumonia, and while I was 
feeling badly, one came to me, asking, "Do you re- 
member when you were in I ? I said, "Yes. 

No one who ever goes to I will ever forget it. 

On account of difficulty of getting there, riding 
twenty miles around a mountain, when the air line 
distance is only about four miles." "Do you re- 
member B there ?" I could not remember him. 

''After you had been away from I he arose in 

a meeting and said, 'When those fellows (meaning 
the gospel workers) were here, they bored a hole in 
my heart, and I have for eight mcMiths been trying 
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to plug Up the hole, but I must give it up and sur- 
render. Pray for me that I may be a Christian.' " 
How true the Word is, when we are told we know 
not, "Whether shall prosper either this or that." It 
is for us to sow the seed. But notwithstanding the 
discouragements, God gtranted his blessing in 
H . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Warnings and Rejoicings. 

More to be desired are they than gold; yea, than 
much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the honey- 
comb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned; and 
in keeping of them there is great reward. Psalm 19:10. 

VERY often in our work we became acquaint- 
ed with good workers who would after- 
wards assist us in other towns. The first years of 
our work we were on the lookout for such, and 
while helping in our meetings they were being 
trained for work in their home churches. 

We visited J for the first time in a January. 

We had never met the pastor before, but it began an 
acquaintance that has ever been to us a joy. Since 
then he has given considerable time assisting in oth- 
er places, and we have held meetings with him in 
several places where he has been .pastor, always 

with blessing. In J everything seemed to work 

smoothly from the first. The last day was a snow 
storm, and it was interesting to see the people with 
"holiness on the bells of their horses" gather, all 
who could come, to the house of God. Not only in 
this particular church, but in another village of the 
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town a great work of g^ace was begun, and it was 
delightful to witness the joyful enthusiasm of all to 
get all possible good from the meetings. When in 
another place afterwards, one night two unconvert- 
ed young men walked twelve miles from a village in 

J to attend one of our meetings. One day the 

pastor took me to ride about two miles to visit an 
invalid lady not yet in middle life, to let me sec an 
illustraticm of the sustaining power of the Holy 
Spirit, in a consecrated soul. When we met her 
she gave us a Christian greeting. I asked her how 
long she had been afflicted with the disease that 
seemed to destroy all physical comfort, and she told 
me about twenty years. "Do you suffer much?" 
"All my waking hours. For seven years I was 
shut up in a dark room, unable to bear any light" 
"Was it not dreary ?" With a joyous expression I 
shall not soon forget, she replied, "O, no, sir, Christ 
was with me all the while." That seemed to me 
the truest illustration of "Abiding in Christ" it was 
ever my lot to witness. I learned that afterwards 
strength came sufficient for her to visit the neigh- 
bors. 

After we left J the pastor wrote for publi- 
cation, "It is hard to see how human instrumentality 
could have done more. Our entire parish numbers 
less than one hundred and fifty, of which forty-five 
went forward for prayers, and thirty-one more in 
subsequent meetings. I shall be much disappoint- 
ed if we do not have forty additions as the result of 
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the revival, for which under God we are very large- 
ly indebted to the timely, judicious, and earnest ef- 
forts of the visiting brethren." 

We never considered it of any advantage to dis- 
cuss the claims of religion with confirmed infidels. 
We at once yielded to them the point they cared 
most to prove, that they were our superiors in de- 
bate, but when they attended our meetings, we 
would as best we could, preach that "God com- 
mendeth His love towards us in that, while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us." "Neither is there 
salvation in any other, for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved." 

We began our meetings in K under peculiar 

circumstances. There were two good church 
buildings, but neither of the pastors thought it wise 
to either divide the time of the meetings or to hold 
them all in either church. The Town hall was 
judged the place to hold all the services. It was 
rather an antiquated building, having no regular 
seating arrangements, but the people united in mak- 
ing seats of rather a primitive style, and the meet- 
ings began with much enthusiasm, both pastors 
giving their whole souls in the work, and a great 
blessing followed. Before the meetings began, a 
thorough canvass of visitation of the town was 
made, both pastors calling together, so extensive 
personal invitations were extended. A large num- 
ber, considering the size of the village, took the at- 
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titude of inquirers. After we left, to avoid all fric- 
tion, and prevent the interested ones going from 
place to place, each pastor had inquiring meetings 
the same evening that no seeming proselyting might 
occur, and a permanent religious interest remained 
in the village. An infidel attended the services, 
and one day he said to our singer, "I would like to 
talk with you a while ; I don't believe as you do." 
Our helper replied, "I cannot talk with you about 
your unbelief," and he gave him but a few words. 
He then, intending it for a compliment on his sing- 
ing, said, "If you could talk as well as you can sing, 
you would do well," not intending to underestimate 
our singer's ability in talking. Some time after that 
I met one of the pastors on another field, and he 
told me the infidel had been converted, and was the 
superintendent of the Sunday school. Some years 
afterwards I was in that town again. There had 
been changes in pastors, but the one who invited us 
had had a long and glorious experience as a minis- 
ter of the Gospel, and was universally beloved by all 
who knew him. There had also been changes in 
other respects in the town. Our singer was detained 
at home by sad afflictions, so we began the meetings 
without any singer from abroad. But the minister 
being himself a singer supplied that place which I 
could not fill. 

There was not that union between the churches 
which was manifested when we were there several 
years before, when the great revival occurred, and 
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there were some unfavorable conditions existing 
that hindered a similar work. But there were some 
that came over on the Lord's side, and we believe 
other fruit came from the seed sown. 

There are times in the experience of an evangelist 
when he is tempted to scold an audience, but it is 
always a sad mistake if he yields to the temptation. 
I had met with a serious accident in a previous town 
and was almost in constant pain. I could not stand 
while preaching without difficulty, and had to be car- 
ried to the church in L . Invitations were so 

pressing I did not see how I could go home, and 

when I went to L I thought if in my condition 

trying to assist them, certainly the people ought to 
give us a good audience, but the attendance was 
small, and I yielded to the temptation to scold, be- 
cause of the non-attendance. I did not take pains 
to inquire the cause. If I had, the blunder I made 
would not have occurred. I found a while after- 
wards that there were many sick in the community, 
and the traveling being very bad, and other things, 
made the non-attendance excusable. 

I know it was not from disfavor with the work- 
ers, for a previous visit had made for us many 
friends, and that to us made the poor attendance 
more unaccountable, but notwithstanding, there 
were a few inquirers. But my scolding alienated 
the people from our work, and I think this experi- 
ence is the only exception to at least a friendly feel- 
ing from a church and people, and it taught me a 
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lesson I ought to have learned before, but will ever 
be remembered, that scolding is not usually an out- 
come of love. 

With a good company of workers, we began meet- 
ings in S hall in the town, now city of M . 

They were very largely attended, and began and 
closed with enthusiasm. The sympathy of pastors 
and people seemed unbounded. A large number 
became inquirers, and it was a time of rejoicing, as 
there was so much freedom of prayer and testimony 
in the day meetings. The churches were so united 
that there was no opportunity for criticism, and we 
all regretted that we could not remain longer, but 
other appointments stood in the way. It was de- 
lightful mv^nths afterwards when tarrying a short 
time in the town to find so many trusting in the 
Lord. 

The leader was unable to be at the opening ser- 
vice Monday evening at N , other helpers taking 

his place. We had never held meetings in the town 
before, and knew but Httle of the people. It was 
one of the most beautiful summer resorts in New 
Hampshire, and, as is sometimes the case in similar 
localities, we expected to find a people largely taken 
up with the thoughts of the visiting season soon to 
open, and caring little for continuous religious ser- 
vices. There was a thriving academy, which was 
supposed to take much of the time and attention of 
one of the pastors, who was naturally of a critical 
make-up, and when I entered the church Tuesday 
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aftemcx)n, I was agreeably surprised at the cordial 
welcome and the large audience to greet the stranger. 
The pastor referred to looked with a critical eye on 
our methods of work, but as sometimes heavy clouds 
are suddenly riven by the bright sunshine, so in his 
case, his whole soiri was soon given to the work. It 
was just telling the "old, old story," and the three 
pastors heartily co-operating in every possible way, 
iand it was only necessary to ask the question, and 
the response of many was a desire for salvation 
The prayer meeting of Saturday morning was one 
of wonderful liberty, so many taking part. Nearly 
or quite all of the students in the academy, with 
many others became inquirers. On Sunday, the 
second church was warmed ready to hold an over- 
flow meeting, but the people preferred to be in one 
church, filling all standing room in the aisles and 
vestibule, and it was a problem Sabbath evening to 
separate the inquirers from the other part of the au- 
dience there was such a crowd, but an entire will- 
ingness for any suggested movement, aided in the so- 
lution of the difficulty. 

Among those in the place were two young men, 
intimate with each other, and we learned at a later 
visit to the town one had accepted Christ, and had 
become superintendent of one of the Sunday schools. 
The other had refused to be a Christian. For a few 
years the converted one lived an exemplary Chris- 
tian life, and in another town was called to his heav- 
enly home. When his body was brought to the town 
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for burial die same time his friend was laid away in 
the grave. Malachi 2, 18. 

One evening in one of the services in that town a 
request for prayer was presented for a lady who was 
ill and who said she didn't want to be prayed for, 
and afterwards when told that contrary to her un- 
willingness, prayer had been offered in her behalf, 
it so melted her opposition that she expressed a de- 
sire to accept Christ. Notwitstanding the indiffer- 
ence sometimes caused by the rush of visitors at 
summer resorts, there are many noble excepticms in 
those who entertain guests in New Hampshire. 

In this place one who had for several years kept 
a large and popular house for summer boarders, told 
me that he always planned his business so that his 
whole household, including his servants, might have 
the opportunity of attending at least one service 
every Sabbath. A lady who usually made her sum- 
mer home with his family one time in coming said 
to him : "I expect to have a good time this summer. 
I have left my Congregationalism in Boston." He 
asked her a searching question, "Suppose God 
should take away your life while your religion was 
in Boston, what would become of your soul ?" This 
man was not the only exception among those who 
entertain summer boarders in New Hampshire, but 
was one of a number who maintain an earnest 
Christian life. 

We visited quite a number of villages where there 
was no organized church, in such places usually 
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holding the services in a hall or schoolhouse, and 
such places we have sometimes seen a good work of 
grace. We had been in the town before, but never 

in the village of O where we held the services 

in a commodious hall that was used for all public 
purposes. From the first there was a large attend- 
ance, and evident deep conviction with the uncon- 
verted, and some of the most prominent people in 
the village were greatly moved, and as we trust con- 
Verted to Christ. Two churches have been organized 
in the village since we were there. 

Among those present were three ladies ; one past • 
middle life, an earnest Christian; another, a young 
lady deeply convicted of sin, but not willing "Now 
to give her heart to the Lord;" the third, another 
young lady, who immediately and gladly accepted 
Christ. We returned to that place about a year af- 
terwards, and learned that the first lady had been 
cruelly murdered by a relative ; the second had died 
without becoming a Christian ; the third was ill with 
consumpticMi. A little while before our second vis- 
it her Sunday school that usually met in the hall was 
to have a picnic in the woods. It was a beautiful 
day, and she requested that they carry her out to see 
her school friends once more. She met .them with 
gladness and she spoke of her soon going home and 
of her precious hope in Christ, bidding them fare- 
well. 

Oti our second visit I was entertained at the 
house next to where she was ill Monday evening 
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she sent a request that our singer, whose singing 
she had so enjoyed at the time of her conversion, 
would come in on Tuesday morning and sing once 
more to her before she passed away. I retired to 
rest ; in the morning they told me she was dead. I 
shall never forget the funeral, which ministers from 
the other villages conducted. There was a large at- 
tendance of friends mourning, but rejoicing in her 
triumphant hope. She was an only child. 

That evening I met at the church the parents, and 
I tried to say to them some comforting words, but 
they were not needed from me, for the mother said 
to me, "The Lord gave, the Lord has taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord." Such faith, such 
trust, such comfort, come only to those who are liv- 
ing in the "Secret Pavilion of the Lord." 

It is the experience of those who have passed 
through many important revivals, to note that a 
large proportion of converts are young people. In 

the town of P we were gladly welcomed, but as 

evangelistic work was something unusual in the 
community, we were regarded by some with a curios- 
ity that was certainly amusing. They had but a lit- 
tle while before our coming completed a handsome 
little church. The first evening we noticed quite a 
number in the vestibule, who would glance in the 
room, then dodge back in the entry, as if they were 
fearful some strange' mortals had come in their midst 
and that they scarcely dared to trust themselves too 
near them, but after the first evening they took cour- 
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age and ventured in, and finding we were perfectly 
harmless, were intensely interested, paying the clos- 
est attention to the services. At the first invitation 
several expressed a desire to be saved, and convic- 
tion deepened ; a large number took the position of 
inquirers, among them being seven husbands and 
their wives. 

It was good to see how the older Christians re- 
joiced that the blessing they had so long prayed for 
had at last come. An evangelist must indeed have 
little of a sympathetic nature not to become attached 
to a people when there is so much to stir his emo- 
tions and gratify his heart. This visit was only a 
forerunner of visits in later years, every one attend- 
ed with God's blessing. As a good father in Is- 
rael from there, when in an adjoining town, ex- 
pressed it, "We were in the vestibule of heaven." 

It was sometimes our privilege to witness almost 
complete reversal of religious sentiment, and a com- 
munity apparently transformed to favor the truth. 

Th? tcwn of O v;as in a very bad state, so far 

as attendance at religious services was manifest. It 
was difficult for the pastor to find entertainment for 
but one of us, so he took me to his own home, and 
we perceived at the beginning that some great obsta- 
cle to religious work existed. It was at the time 
that temperance reform clubs were V^ery popular in 
some places, but we learned that the church people 
were unwilling the club should hold their meetings 
in the church, and it caused their sympathizers to 
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oppose everything the church approved, and al- 
though they had one of the best of pastors, he had 
but a very small attendance upon his preaching. 

An influential irreligious business man, as some 
thought, so to criticise the church consented to fur- 
nish entertainment for our singer, and he treated 
him kindly, but apparently had no particular interest 
in the meetings. He became personally interested 
in his guest, and on Saturday evening he proposed 
to go with him to church, taking two young children 
with him. Though there were but few present, the 
Spirit of the Lord seemed to fill the house, and when 
I gave an invitation, to the surprise of the people, 
that man arose for prayers. When he reached his 
home before retiring he requested his g^est to read 
from the Bible and offer prayer, he himself follow- 
ing in prayer. On Sunday night his wife and three 
children took a positive stand for Christ, and from 
that time he had a delightful Christian home ; a few 
others were interested. 

About two years afterwards we were invited to 
the place again; another pastor had charge. Re- 
membering our former visit, we were scarcely ever 
more surprised upon entering the church to find a 
full house, and while we were on this visit the peo- 
ple seemed as if they wanted to multiply us, that 
each family in the village might have the privilege 
of having us in their homes at least for one meal. 
We begun the latter meetings on Monday evening ; 
on Thursday evening the pastor requested that sev- 
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eral of the body seats in the church be kept vacant 
for a little while. 

SocMi after the service began the pastor led to the 
vacant seats about forty Good Templars, and the 
Holy Spirit was manifested with great power. A 
large number became inquirers during the meetings, 
among them father, son and grandson, three genera- 
tions forward for prayers at the same time. We 
were puzzled to know the cause of the change from 
the former visit, and when we inquired of the pastor 
he replied, "It is owing in a great measure to the 
faithful living of the family," the ones re- 
ferred to on our first visit. O, that all Christians 
would realize that they are "The World's Bible." 
The example of this one family almost revolution- 
ized a village in two short years. 

Earnest preparation and prayerful expectation are 
strong factors in the success of evangelistic work. 
An evangelist can soon perceive whether these ob- 
tain, when meetings begin, especially if it is his first 
visit to the place. For several years we prepared 
printed leaflets, with the topics from which we 
would select themes for consideration in the services 
to be held, also having on them a list of our appoint- 
ments and a few helpful suggestions. It was our 
custom to send to every town previous to our visit a 
supposed sufficient number to furnish each family 
with a copy, and we also wrote to every pastor, sug- 
gesting that a competent committee be chosen, who 
would district the town, put a copy in every house., 
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giving a personal invitation to the inmates to attend 
the meetings. 

Sometimes the pastors would apply for more than 
we had sent them, indicating the work was being 
faithfully done, and we always felt hopeful in such 
cases of good results, and it was one means of bring- 
ing to the house of God many who before were non- 
attendants, and sometimes they were among the first 
converts. Occasionally when visiting a place, we 
would at the first service notice that the package of 
leaflets sent for distribution was quietly resting on 
the pulpit, as the minister would kindly say, "For 
any one to have a copy if they desired one." When 
this was seen and heard we could not keep back a 
chilly feeling, and the belief that no preparation for 
the meetings had been made, but what was still 
more discouraging a dependence upon the evangelist 
to bring a blessing. We were human like others, 
and it required pretty strong faith to lay the discour- 
aged feeling one side. 

But to begin with hopeful feelings, everything fol- 
lowing would seem to go well. We were to go for 

the first time to R . The energetic pastor met 

us at the railroad station, leading a team behind the 
one he was driving. It was a very dark night. I 
rode with the pastor, but our singer with the other 
team could only follow the sound of our wheels, un- 
able to see the carriage for that long dark ride. 
When we had ridden some miles, a team with a lan- 
tern came from a side road, and that helped us to 
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our destination. Preparation for our coming had 
been fully made, and we found the people ready to 
unite in the services with enthusiasm. 

One evening before I intended to give an invita- 
tion for seekers of salvation, I threw the meeting 
open for testimony, and a young man arose saying 
he wanted to be a Christian, and he made a decided 
choice for Christ. I was told it was the first time 
he had been within the church for several years, and 
that night, though lame, had walked three miles to 
attend the service. I met him some time after that 
and he was apparently leading a Christian life. 
There was one old saint connected with the church 
who at every opportunity was inviting people to at- 
tend. When on his way home he passed the house 
of a man who at times was industrious, could earn 
good pay, but was profane and intemperate, squan- 
dering his earnings, having anything but a Christian 
home. The old man called several times to persuade 
him to attend the meetings, but he refused. At last 
he told him he would not leave his house until he 
consented, so under protest he came to the meeting, 
and the Holy Spirit wrought upon him so powerful- 
ly that he gave up all for Christ. 

Soon a family altar was in that home, a radical 
change took place in that family, and it became a de- 
lightful household of faith. I met him several years 
afterwards as a disciple of the Lord. One excitiner 
incident occurred ; the minister had gone to church 
early, but as my singer and I reached the church 
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we saw marching on the platform a stalwart man 
with a loaded gun, as if on guard. The minister 
was a man robust and of great strength, and when 
we told him he started quickly and seized the fellow, 
taking his gun away, and telling him if he didn't 
leave for his home, he would immediately be carried 
to the county jail, so he quietly went homle. The 
gun was found to be double loaded. The man was 
afterwards placed in the asylum for the insane. On 
his recovery on another visit to the town, some time 
afterwards, he arose for prayers. I thought how 
near we came to what might have been a sad trag- 
edy. 

There was another venerable saint in the town 
who had long prayed for God's blessing upon the 
church he loved, and he did all he could to answer 
that prayer. When the last Salibath morning there 
were so many testimonies in the prayer meeting that 
he could scarcely contain himself he was so full of 
joy, and rising in his place he said, "I expected God 
would give us a blessing, but I did not think such a 
shower would come." At other times meetings 
were held in that church and also in another village 
in the town where few religious privileges were en- 
joyed, and every time resulted in a blessing. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
Consecration and Blessing. 

.... For they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, 
when they saw that the Lord his God was: with him. 2 
Chronicles 15:9. 

WE saw some delightful evidences of unccxi- 
ditional consecration. In selecting dates foi: 
special religious services, it was natural with all con.- 
nected to desire pleasant weather and a good moon ; 
but when any outward circumstances are depended 
upon as indispensable, failure is likely to come, as by 
that dependence one is in danger of forgetting the 
supernatural, and the power of God. 

We had received a remarkably pressing invitation 

to visit the church in S . We had previously 

been in other villages in the town, but never in this 
village. It so happened that we could plan to go 
there when there, would be a good moon, and the ap- 
pointment was made accordingly, to the pleasing of 
the people. Before the appointed time came, a pas- 
tor in T , a town that we must pass through to 

get to S , sent an urgent invitation for us to stop 

on the way to S and hold a series of meetings 

with his church, By doing so we would take the 
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moonlight evenings from S . After visiting 

S we had several appointments in another direc- 
tion, so could not come back to T until quite a 

long while after. I wrote to the pastor in S 

stating the case, and asked him if it would be agree- 
able to him to postpone his meetings a week later 
than appointed. He repUed, "Do just as the Lord 
directs you, and we will be satisfied." So I made 

the appointment in T and there was a blessing 

followed the work. 

We then on the following Monday proceeded to 

S and the night was dark and cloudy, but no 

disappointment was manifested. Tuesday the rain 
began and continued for two days, but the people 
came out, notwithstanding the storm. There were 
no horse sheds connected with the church, but they 
came from distances to the meetings, taking out 
tlieir horses and putting them in a barn nearby, and 
at the close of the evening services, it was a cheerful 
sight to see the long row of teams with lanterns 
starting for their homes. On Thursday the storm 
ceased, and they were obliged to extemporize seats 
for the aisles, as the crowds came, and a "rain of 
righteousness" began to fall upon the people and 
continued until "showers of blessing" came. 

There was so m)uch interest that my singer and 
myself remained the following Monday, and I, one 
day more, to the gratification of the people and the 
disappointment of the next place. The second Tues- 
day night it was a glorious sight to just stand still 
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and see the "salvation of the Lord," as all except a 
few back pews, in the body of the church, were filled 
with anxious inquirers ; as one of the old saints said, 
*The greatest revival that had been in that church 
for fifty years." We did not hear a word of com- 
plaint about the weather, or the absence of the moon, 
but the pastor and people were just waiting on the 
Lord with gratitude and a consecration that God 
usually blesses. 

There was one man in the parish that was appar- 
ently unmoved. Soon after we left, as he was chop- 
ping in the woods, he brought down his axe with 
the exclamation, "What if these things are true, 
what will become of me?" He came to the church 
and confessed Christ as his Saviour, and the re- 
mainder of his life lived for Him. 

A little while after being in S we found our- 
selves in a church we had visited the year previous 
with good results. This time it was stormy, rain 
and moid, until Friday evening. Our singer was 
laid aside by illness, and I was not feeling much en- 
couraged, though some became inquirers. Satur- 
day morning some one came to my house and said, 
**I have good news to tell you." I was then told 
that one of the most prominent men in the village 
was in the meeting Friday evening. He had at- 
tended the meetings the year previous, and was in- 
terested, but failed to accept Christ, and on this 
Friday evening he had a strange feeling of alarm, 
as he felt the Spirit's influence was slipping away 
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from him. When he retired he could not sleep, so 
great was his anxiety, and he requested his Chris- 
tian wife to pray for him, and he prayed for him- 
self and found peace. On Saturday evening he 
came into the meeting and told his story, saying, 
"I just asked Jesus to save me and he answered my 
prayer." I heard afterwards of his baptism and 
living for Christ. 

Christian parents are usually desirous that their 
children may be converted and live for Christ, little 
supposing that their own love of the world is a 
great obstacle in the way of their conversion. In 

U we were invited to take tea in a family 

where there were to be four sons just in the prime 
of life ; two of them were married. The father said 
he hoped when at his house that we would talk with 
his sons on religion ; in fact, that was why we were 
invited to his home. We found the young men glad 
to converse, and we expected they would, of course, 
be at the meetings the following day. Some snow 
fell in the night, and the sledding was too good to 
lose, so he took two of his sons with him out in the 
woods, so they were unable to attend the day ser- 
vices we were holding. They were at the evening 
services, and before the meetings closed every one 
arose for prayers, and the two oldest, who could 
have the benefit of all the meetings accepted Christ ; 
one of the others ran well for a short time, but was 
finally decoyed in a dance hall, and apparently lost 
his hope. One of the oldest became a minister of 
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the gospel. There was a precious outpouring of 
the Spirit, and a good number became inquirers. 

There was another family in the parish where 
there were two sons and a daughter, the parents 
earnest Christians, and every facility was made by 
the parents that the children might receive benefit 
from all the services. On Saturday night the chil- 
dren arose for prayers. In the Sunday morning 
prayer meeting the father said, "This is the happi- 
est morning of my life; my whole family on the 

Lord's side." Some years after our visit at U , 

a letter was shown me from the one who at the time 
the meetings were held was the youngest boy in 
that homfe, and he wrote, "I call myself one of Mr. 
Folger's boys," and enclosed in the letter was a 
programme for me containing the order of exer- 
cises of his ordination as a preacher of the gospel. 
This is the way an evangelist receives part of his 
promised hundred fold. 

From a material standpoint our journey to the 
next place was certainly discouraging. We al- 
ways made it a point to fill every engagement for 
service we had made if it was possible to do so. 
Before us now were several miles of deep snow 
drifts and unbroken roads, but with a courage cor- 
responding with his Christian faith, the man who 

in U had rejoiced in his children's conversion, 

said he would try to get us through, but it seemed 
almost impossible. Part of the time the road had 
to be dug out, then across fields and through door 
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yards where the snow seemed a little lighter, and 
after one of the hardest rides we ever had, we 
reached our destination, and found a discouraged 
people, with local obstacles that seemed almost in- 
surmountable. We never found just the same dif- 
ficulty elsewhere, and while we had some faith 
God's blessing on our work had strengthened, had 
we known what was in this place, I fear we should 
not have appointed the meetings. There were three 
churches of different denominations, and on tlie 
first night of our arrival there were twenty persons 
present ; of course, the bad traveling somewhat ac- 
counted for the small number. 

Twenty-five were present Tuesday afternoon, and 
in the evening a good and attentive audience. It 
is disastrous in an evangelistic meeting, and in fact, 
in any religious service, for the leader to lose the 
sympathetic control of his audience. We do not 
believe there is any harm in an illustration that may 
awaken a smile, if it is necessary to convey an im- 
portant truth, but never to attempt to provoke 
laughter for its sake alone. In fact, every illustra- 
tion or incident should have an object in view, and 
a spiritual lesson to be taught, and the speaker 
should know what his next words will be before he 
speaks words that will provoke a smile. 

More than one whole series of meetings have 
been ruined by sensational stories, approaching to 
levity, and in that place cause prejudices against 
evangelistic work that are never overcome. (In 
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one place I remember an excellent minister came 
into the meetings, and in an address told a funny 
story, and all he said afterwards was of no use ; he 
had lost his audience). 

I did not know the full measure of the difficult 
ties that were in this town where the meetings be- 
gan so discouragingly, only that some of the lead- 
ing people had said, "It is of no use to have revival 
meetings here as conditions are." The second 
evening we had for our topic, "God's Controversy 
with His People." And the leader gave one of the 
most ludicrous incidents ever used in his experi- 
ence, and the like the audience never before had 
heard, and while* all of the audience were in smiles, 
immediately afterwards there came a sudden in- 
tense seriousness seldom witnessed. The lesson 
of the incident was, that if obstacles are existing, 
remove them if possible, but if they cannot be re- 
moved, dismiss them from the thought, and go for- 
ward in the strength of the Lord, not looking back- 
ward. From that time the services took on power, 
conviction deepening as the days went on. Those 
who had little faith of the possibility of a revival 
there said, "Let us now leave everything behind us," 
and we were told afterwards that that ludicrous 
incident turned the scale. 

After the meetings were well started, we were 
told that there were two men in town who would give 
us trouble if the services were thrown open to all. 
That was an affliction we had not anticipated. We 
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were told that one of these men "was so holy that 
he had to tell of it at every opportunity ;" the other, 
"thought Christians were so unholy that every 
chance he got in a meeting he had to tell them of 
it." 

We were glad the "holy" man, so far as we knew, 
did not attend any of the services. The other spoke 
a few times in a helpful manner, but one day he 
mounted his hobby for a long ride; after he had 
ridden a while, I suggested that the audience arise 
and that we sing a few verses, and then he with the 
others took his seat. When the meeting closed, he 
came to me and apologized for talking so long, and 
I pleasantly said, "You know, brother, there were 
others who wanted to speak." I did not, as he ex- 
pected, find a word of fault, nor scold, and my very 
calmness irritated him. On his way home he told 
some one that he had apologized to Mr. Folger. 
"But he was sorry he did it." But we had no more 
trouble from him. 

We were rejoiced in that place to see the work of 
the Lord go on. The first invitation I gave Wed- 
nesday evening, twenty rose to their feet at once, 
inquiring the Way of Life, and as the interest con- 
tinued it was with pleasure we noticed children 
anxious for parents and parents for children, per- 
sonally persuading their loved ones to accept 
Christ. The Sunday morning prayer meeting had 
wonderful spiritual power, all obstacles appar- 
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ently removed, and a spirit of love and 
reconciliation manifested, such as that people had 
scarcely believed could have been possible in one 
short week of consecration; so many wanting to 
take part that we continued it, in some of the time 
intended for the forenoon service, several accepting 
Christ as their Lord, and Sunday evening tliere 
were over seventy-five inquirers. We were obliged 
to leave the next day to meet another appointment, 
and the three ministers in hearty union continued 
to hold meetings, occaisonally having outside help 
assisting. In five weeks we returned for another 
week, and in all there were about one hundred and 
fifty inquirers ; over ninety joined the churches the 
first year. A Young People's Union was organized 
and for years it was a power in the community. 

We usually requested those who were interested 
for the salvation for themselves or others to present 
in the meetings written requests for prayer. I was 
told in this place that every one of the one hundred 
and fifty inquirers had been personally prayed for 
in the meetings. One of the Sunday nights we 
were there a father came to me and said his little 
boy wanted to be prayed for that evening. I asked 
him the age of his boy, and he replied: "Three 
years." That father believed the words of the Sav- 
iour when he invited children to be brought to him, 
and while I have never heard from that family, I 
believe that the Master will teach such parents how 
to train their children for him. 
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One other incident was a personal one to me. 
Within a year previous to that visit, I was in Paris, 
France. One night as I was sitting at a hotel en- 
joying "table d'hote" nearly all at the table spoke 
English, but by my side was a Frenchman ; he could 
hot talk English so I could understand hini, nor 
could I talk French plain enough for him to under- 
stand me ; but there is always a pantomime lan- 
guage that can be understood when desirable. He 
urged me strongly to take wine with him, giving me 
to understand that it was a choice article, paid for, 
and it would please him if I would partake it with 
him, and that he would be displeased if I refused. 
I gave him to understand that T never drank wine, 
and he was quite angry. After a little while he 
cooled, and we finished our meal in peace. There 
was a lady at the table not far from me, and I over- 
heard her use the words "New Hampshire." When 
one is far away from his home state, to hear its 
name will attract his attention. In a little while I 

heard scmie call her Miss , then she spoke the 

word of a New Hampshire town, C . I knew of 

a minister in C , the same name she bore, and 

when we finished our repast, I said to her, "Is your 

name ?" "Yes, sir." "Do you belong in 

C in New Hampshire?" "Yes, sir." "Do you 

know Rev. Mr. , in C ?" "Yes, sir, he is 

my father." She was returning home from a mis- 
sion station abroad. We had a very pleasant con- 
versation together, and the incident had for the time 
passed from my mind. 
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One afternoon in the place I have just been re- 
ferring to, in a large meeting in the Town hall, we 
were speaking of entire consecration and its true 
meaning. It was on the opposite side of the state 
from C — . A deep feeling of conviction pervaded 
the audience, and the meeting closed. A lady came 
to me extending her hand, saying she was glad to 
see me, but I did not recognize her until she said: 
*'Don't you remember me at that hotel table in 
Paris?" It was the same lady. I had a strange 
feeling of responsibility come over me. I was con- 
ducting a series of meetings, an intense interest in 
every heart; I thought of that night in Paris, and 
what if that lady could have said to that pec^le? 
"Mr Folger can talk consecration here, but when 
abroad he is a wine drinker.'* What would have 
been the effect upon that revival ? I did not refuse 
wine at that table because that lady was there;, but 
because the Lord was there. Another life lesson, to 
"live always as imder the eye of the Lord," where- 
ever one may be, if they have any expectation of 
spiritual power. May all who read this incident 
understand the true meaning of consecration. When 
leaving this town for another field we stopped on 
our way in another village of the town for one ser- 
vice where we had great joy in fellowship, testi- 
mony and prayer. 

An earnest invitation came to us from V , a 

place where there was no resident pastor. It was 
written in a bold hand as if from a business man. 
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It was our rule to accept no invitaticm unless com- 
ing from a pastor, or some one authorized to extend 
it. We knew an active layman was supplying the pul- 
pit on the Sabbath, he living in a near town. The 
needs of the town were so well stated, and there 
seemed such a prospect of a good work, that we 
were inclined to accept In order to go there we 
must come from a distance irom other appoint- 
ments already made, but there was such a spiritual 
tone to the letter that we accepted the invitation. 
"After other appointments were met" 

Soon after that before we went off at a distance, 
we were in a near-by town, and <Mie evening the 

pastor said to me, "Bro. — ' is here, call upon 

him.'* The name he mentioned was the same as the 
signature of the letter alluded to. I called the name 
and a beardless young man arose to speak, and I 
thought a great mistake had been made to accept 
an invitation from one who probably had read of 
our meetings, and without authority had sent an in- 
vitation, and I was filled with regret that we had 
made the appointment. He began saying, "Some 
five or six years ago when I was fourteen or fifteen, 
the one leading this meeting was in the little town 

of , and when he gave an invitation, I arose 

and gave myself to Oirist/* and he brandjed off on 
the topic we wer^ considering. Before he had spok- 
en five minutes we felt no mistake can be made by 
heeding an invitation from him/, so at the appointed 
time we met our engagement, 
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We found the field thoroughly prepared, and it 
was a privilege to work with him, and the lay broth- 
er who supplied the pulpit, and the pastors from the 
other parts of the town in gathering the sheaves as 
the fruit of their sowing. The meetings were well 
attended all through the series, noticeably among 
the audiences were a large number of young men, 
over whom our friend had been exerting a salu- 
tary influence. The Spirit was manifested with 
power, and scores took a stand for Christ, and many 
afterwards were baptized and received into the 
churches. 

Our young friend was teaching the High school, 
and there was such a deep feeling among the schol- 
ars that they requested the school might be dis- 
missed so that they could attend the services. This 
series of meetings led our friend to decide to devote 
his life to religious work, and after engaging in dif- 
ferent forms of work with great success, he was or- 
dained and became assistant pastor of an important 
church in a large city. 

We had usually precious experiences when visit- 
ing towns where there were large schools and acad- 
emies. We have found that young people engaged 
in study are ready to receive the truth when pre- 
sented to them in a spirit of sympathy and helpful- 
ness, but sometimes churches that have the best of 
pastors, seem to the students as not desiring very 
close fellowship with them, it is a mistaken judg- 
ment no doubt, but exists nevertheless, In such 
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cases a series of evangelistic meetings tends to pro- 
mote harmony, and prove just what was needed by 
both school and church. We found this to be the 

case in X . We were cordially welcomed by 

the pastor, and the preceptor and assistant teachers 
of one of the most prosperous academies in the 
state. They were untiring in their efforts to make 
the meetings successful. When we consider that 
nearly all educated people are more or less centres 
of influence, it is important that they should have 
religious principle as the basis of intellectual culture. 
This was the spirit manifested by most of the teach- 
ers of this school. The attendance was good in the 
day time and very large in the evening. There 
were remarkable answers of prayer. One evening 
a request was made "for a young man in this vil- 
lage whose mother is dead." The young man re- 
ferred to was bright and energetic, but cared little 
for religious matters. Some one met the young 
man and told him : "They are praying for you at the 
church." "How do you know they are praying for 
me?" "Because the request last night applies to 
no one else in the village." "Well, if they are pray- 
ing for me, I guess I will go to church and see how 
it looks." He came. I did not know who the re- 
quest referred to, but those who did were surprised 
when I invited those who desired to be Christians 
to come to the front seats, to see the young man 
among them. So far as we could learn he fully ac- 
cepted Christ. In that school were two professors 
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who had not confessed Christ. One d them I was 
told held sceptical views. The last night oi our 
mediings one of my helpers who was himsdf prin- 
cipal of an academy, went back and invited the un- 
believing teacher to come upon the Lord's side, and he 
was very ai^iry, as 1 was told that he himself said 
the next morning, "I had a great mind to strike him 
in the face." The inquirers at the last meeting had 
cotne forward and been prayed for, and the meeting 
was about being dismissed when both of the teach- 
ers, almost running for haste, came forward and 
both offered themselves to the Lord. After the ben- 
ediction these teachers enjoyed with a few others a 
rich spiritual meeting tJiat was held at the house of 
the principal, and he was rejoiced that his whole 
corps of assistants were on the side of the Lord. 
But where God seemis to be pouring out his Spirit 
in great measure, sectarian prejudices sometimes pre- 
vent some from real spiritual enjo)mient A moth- 
er and father, both Christians, had a grown up son 
and daughter. The daughter attended some of the 
services and was interested ; the scwi attended none. 
While the work was going on with great power, 
but in a subdued manner, with scarcely any of what 
is sometimes called religious excitement, the mother 
said in a dissatisfied, murmuring way, "I wish we 
might have one of our real old-fashioned revivals," 
at the same time in another room with the door 
open between, was this son hearing his mother's 
words. And yet with such an influence as her ro- 
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marks would have over her son, she wondered why 
he had given up attending, not only the special 
meetings, but the regular Sunday services. In her 
estimation, the old-fashioned revival of her denom- 
ination was everything, and any other way of the 
Spirit's work was of little importance. No wonder 
such a mother's Christianity had little influence to 
win her son to Christ, though she would have laid 
down her life for her boy, under some circumstanc- 
es. A large number became inquirers, and the work 
was continued after we left by the local workers and 
grand decisions for life work were made. 

It always encouraged us in our work when we 
were holding meetings in a church in one village to 
have the presence and help of pastors and people 
from other villages in the town where we had pre- 
viously held meetings. This was our privilege in 

Y . A great blessing followed the work, which 

was not confined to the church where the meetings 
were held, but extended to the other village. We 
held a children's service on Saturday afternoon. 
The town was not a large one in population, but 
there was a greater number of the young present 
than up to that time we had seen in any meeting in 
the state. Especial effort was made by the people 
to bring the children from all parts of the town, and 
with the children a large number of adults were in 
attendance, and decisions were made for Christ. 
There was one who attended nearly or quite all the 
services, who at a former visit had become a Chris- 
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tian, and who was one of the devoted and active of 
the church members. He was once a Roman Cath- 
alic, but gave up his Catholicism for what he be- 
lieved to be the teaching of the Word. He could 
neither read nor write, and yet he had a wonderful 
knowledge of what the Bible taught. One of the 
pastors told me that he was regarded as an author- 
ity in the interpretation of the Scriptures. A dif- 
ficult passage would be read to him, and sometimes 
he would explain at once ; at other times would ask 
for prayer and thought, but eventually would give 
a clear explanation of its meaning, God's spirit re- 
vealing to him the meaning of His Word. His 
testimonies in the meetings were clear and fervent, 
showing God had revealed to him His covenant, not- 
withstanding his Ignorance of letters. His Chris- 
tian wife read to him the words of the Bible, thus 
giving him the intellectual knowledge of the Word. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Truth Removing Obstacles. 

For the word of Ck)d is quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12. 

INVITATIONS to hold meetings would fre- 
quently come to us early in the year, and we 
would endeavor to make the appointments, as far as 
we could in towns near each other, to save time and 
expense of travel. With this end in view, we wrote 

to the pastor in Z that we would visit his church 

in May, as we were to be near there the early part of 
the month. He replied that he had laid it before his 
people, a farming community, and they told him it 
was too busy a time. He tried every month until 
September before they would decide they could 
spare time for religious meetings. I then wrote 
him a letter referring to the possibility that before 
September some who might be led to Christ by spe- 
cial services would be in eternity unsaved. In a 
few days I received another letter from him saying, 
"There was so much Gospel in your letter that I 
read it to my people," and they were so impressed 



138 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

that 'they united in an invitation to ccwne here as 
soon as you can/ " So we made the appointment as 
first suggested. Our singer who was so helpful in 
other fields where we had labored with this pastor, 
was unable to be with us, and while we were not 
wholly without help, as neighboring pastors assist- 
ed, there was manifested no disappointment, but all 
the church entered into the work, seeming to have 
forgotten their first objection's to the time of our 
visit. 

The first topic we considered on Monday night 
was "God's delight in saving, and the sin of doubt- 
ing or limiting His grace." i John 3, i, 5; Hosea 
10, 12. And after that we were all as one, in the 
desire and effort to win souU. It was just a pente- 
costal season, and we rejoiced to see so many be- 
come inquirers; at the last service a large number 
were forward for prayers, apparently accepting 
Christ. After the benediction when most all had 
left the church, two young men who had not been 
noted as inclined to religious thought, came to me 
and wished conversation. I asked them if they 
were among those forward, and found they were 
not. I said, "You want to be Christians some time," 
and making no definite answer, I was puzzled to 
know just what they wanted, and after several 
questions with little response, I said, "You don't 
want to leave this church until you decide for the 
Lord, do you?" They looked at one another to 
gain assent when one said, "No, w^ do not want to 
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go out until we accept Christ/* I said, "If that is 
the case> let us kneel down here and tell the Lord," 
and kneeling between them with a hand on the 
shoulder of each to express s)mipathy, I offered a 
brief prayer, and then whispered to them that if 
they wanted to be Christians to tell the Lord that 
"you now and here give yourselves to Him." We 
then arose and separated. 

The religious interest so pervaded the whole town 
that we were urgently invited to hold meetings in 
the other village. We had three appointments be- 
fore, and we agreed that when they were met we 
would ccmie back to the town, which we did, and 
held another series of meeings, with large attendance 
and intense interest, several new cases of inquiry, 
and the former ones confirmed in the faith. Some 
years afterwards we visited the town again, and re- 
joiced in other spiritual blessings. One of the 
marked features of the work for the meeting year 
just closing was the large proportion of young men 
attending the services, and in many places a good 
proportion of those interested at the time of the 
meetings united with the churches ; others followed 
in time. 

The seed-sowing of fatal error for years in a com- 
munity generally has a deadening influence that the 
evangelist has to meet in his work. We found this 
difficulty in A , and we were told that the ap- 
parent irreligious paralysis existing was largely ow- 
ing to the infidel teaching of one long since passed 
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away. The members of the small church where we 
labored were true disciples of the Master, and the 
pastor was one of the most devoted ministers it has 
been our lot to meet. Those who attended listened 
gladly to the plain preaching and song, and quite 
a number expressed a desire to be Christians, and 
some took a step forward who before had not been 
supposed in sympathy with evangelical belief. 

We could not help being amused while saddened 
to see so-called liberals, hold unusual service just at 
the time we were trying to win souls for Jesus, as if 
their Diana was in danger. But the attraction in 
our services was so strong that some usually classed 
with them deserted their most prominent advocate 
to attend our meetings.. 

On Monday after closing our services, we were 
in the railroad station waiting to take a coming 
train; and were not personally known to him, who 
the night before held forth to overthrow our influ- 
ence. He was much out of sorts, and he was over- 
heard to say to one of his friends, "The Methodists 
got away our audience last night." It was a Meth- 
odist church where we had been holding meetings 
the week previous. God cares for His work if the 
workers are true to Him. I shall refer to said ad- 
vocate a little later in another phase of his planning. 

We were always glad to have pleasant weather 
and good traveling while in a place, that it might be 
convenient for people to attend the services. But 
when there is a general spiritual awakening in a 
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community, outward circumstances seem to have 
nothing to do with attendance. Rain, mud, snow- 
drifts, and every seeming obstacle are unnoticed ex- 
cept with a determination to overcome. When we 

began meetings in B it bade fair to be good 

weather for the week we were to be there, but on 
Wednesday came a hard snow storm. Still we had 
a good audience, and some started in the Way of 
Life. The next day and evening the power of the 
Spirit was greatly manifested, and a good number 
became inquirers. 

The interest continued to increase ; on Friday was 
another snow storm, and as it held up a little about 
the time to begin the evening service, we had a 
large attendance. The children's service on Sat- 
urday was a meeting of marked spiritual power. 
In the evening snow again, and the roads so badly 
drifted that some who lived at a distance were un- 
able to go to their homes, and found quarters in the 
village, being all ready on Sunday to be a part of 
the largest audience of all. The Spirit with His 
gracious power seemed to control many to decide 
for Oirist, and the church received an uplifting that 
it had not known for years. 

In later years other meetings were held in B 

when some of the most prominent business men 
were converted, not only to be foremost in religious 
work in the town, but a blessing to their denomina- 
tion in the state, giving their influence and means 
to the cause of the Master they had publicly pro- 
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fessed to love. It was a Methodist church in B- 



and for a long while the presiding elder of the dis- 
Effort, the Conditions for Christian Success.*' He 
church in the state north of Concord." 

There are many excellent men in the ministry, 
who from a conservative make-up are not especially 
favorable to evangelists coming to their churches, 
not fully realizing there is a difference between 
"evangelists" and "so-called evangelists," (as anoth- 
er has said). "The former labor in the energy of 
the Spirit, the latter in the energy of the fledi." But 
when these conservative ministers call for aid upon 
one in whom they have ccxifidence, no truer sym- 
pathizers are found in the ministry, nor any with 
whom an evangelist can labor with greater freedom 
and comfort. 

We were holding meetings in a place where we 
expected, and always at every visit received a bless- 
ing. One from a neighboring town who had been 
long in the ministry, had known something of inju- 
dicious work by professed Christians. When we 

were in A (of Chapter V.) he came into an 

afternoon meeting. We were considering the top- 
ic, "Persevering Faith Triumphant." By invitation 
he spoke upon tlie topic, and seemed pleased with 
the service. 

The next day he was with us again. We had for 
a topic, "Hearty Consecration and Self- Sacrificing 
paid the closest attention to every word uttered* and 
trict said, '*they had the best class meetings erf any 
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his endorsement of the views presented made him 
one of our best friends. At the close of the service 
he asked when we could visit his town if wanted? 
I told him we were engaged for about six weeks, 
and if he desired a visit from us he should let us 
know soon. He went home and soon he wrote to 
me to come as soon as we could, and we made the 
appointment for the first vacancy. There were two 
churches and a large educational institution in his 
village that would unite in the work, and I sent him 
a lot of our posters and invitation leaflets, and wrote 
for a committee to be chosen for their distribution 
and to give invitation to attend the meetings. In a 
few days he wrote for more leaflets, and we knew 
by that some work of preparaticMi was gc^ng on. We 
found upon arrival there that the men had agreed 
to visit all outside the village, and the women all in 
the village. 

The first service was held in a large church, and 
we knew by the appearance of the audience that un- 
usual preparations had been made, and we were 
confident that a great blessing was in store for that 
people. The audiences continued to increase, all 
seats, even in the aisle, and some standing room be- 
ing taken; so on Friday we moved to the other 
church, one of the largest in the state, and that, too, 
was well filled. Although we were where there 
was a busy people, the day as well as the evening 
audiences, were very large. We had all through 
the co-operation of both pastors and the principal 
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and faculty of the school, and on Friday afternoon 
with a very large audience, nearly all arose for conse- 
cration. The services on Sunday and Sunday even- 
ing will long be remembered. 

We have scarcely ever witnessed such a mighty 
outpouring of the Spirit, or such hearty work of 
pastors and members of the churches. For more 
than thirty minutes I stood upon the platform 
scarcely speaking a word, as the two pastors and the 
whole audience except those who came forward for 
prayers were moving about, assisting anxious ones 
to be separate, awaiting a season of prayer, and a 
very large number became inquirers, many of whom 
have united with the churches in that town or else- 
where. One of the best features of the work in 

C was the revival in Christian hearts, and an 

earnest purpose for complete consecraticm ; with it 
all, there was no undue excitement, but a deep, quiet 
work. The effect of this revival remained for many 
years in the whole surrounding locality. 

In a few instances when changes seemed neces- 
sary, after appointments had been made, or appoint- 
ments canceled because of local circumstances, we 
felt there was a providential leading; we have al- 
ready referred to one or two. 

It was in early March, when the warm days that 
sometimies come in that season, made it pleasant 
above, but soft traveling, that one of these vacancies 

occurred, and we had substituted a church in D 

that had been desiring outside aid, and it seemed to 
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be the time when we could be most helpful. We 
had previously held meetings in the other village in 
the town, and the pastor and many of that people 
came over to assist and cheer us in the work, and 
some came from other towns. There were a large 
number of written requests for prayers, many of 
which were answered. The children's service was 
particularly interesting, the local clergymen, as well 
as those from other towns, taking part. At the 
close of the last service, entirely unexpected by us, 
the pastor presented the following resolutions which 
were unanimously adopted by the audience: "Re- 
solved, that we regard this visit . . . the past 
week as an especial providence of God to our 
churches and community, resulting in the spiritual 
quickening and confirmation of Christians; in re- 
claiming the indifferent, and gathering souls to the 
faith and love of the gospel." "Resolved, that we 
bid the dear brethren Godspeed in their work, glad- 
ly commending them to the churches and to the con- 
sciences of the unsaved, bearing to all the precious 
gospel of the grace of God.'* 

One of the blessed results of evangelistic work is 
the encouragement it gives to pastors in some of 
the sparsely settled back towns, where little occurs 
to change the monotony of life, and from where the 
most active Christians have moved to the cities, 
none coming to take their places. Such a church 

was in E. , that to reach we had to climb steep 

hills in the mountain region of the state. In scxne 
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of these churches faithful, devoted ministers are sow- 
ing the true seed of the Word. The first evening 
the attendance was not large, but increased as the 
days went on. We were glad to soon see fruit from 
the past preaching, continuing to be manifested to 
the close of the meetings. It was surprising to 
think of where so many people could come from, to 
make the comparatively large audiences, and we all 
rejoiced to see so many of them publicly confess a 
desire to be the children of God. The pastor's 
heart was filled with joy, to witness some for whom 
he had labored and prayed come to the service of 
his own Master, and we rejoiced that we could be 
uesd as helpers in the glorious work. One of thecon- 
verts in after years became a minister of the gospel. 

Evangelistic work differs in many ways from any 
other form of Christian service, and the expectation 
of some churches and pastors in reference to it dif- 
fer as widely. A minister may be faithfully preach- 
ing in a pulpit for years, a few occasionally coming 
into the church, and the love and confidence in the 
pastor increases, but if an evangelist spends a few 
days in a place, and there is no great ingathering, it 
is supposed to be useless to attempt another series 
of mieetings. But there are many grand exceptions 

to this supposition. We found it so in F where 

we had made three previous visits, with good, 
though not remarkable results. 

For more than eighty years the town had been 
liistorical, as being the place from whence had em- 
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anated a system of belief, in the estimation of evan- 
gelical Christians nullifying some of the plain 
teachings of the Word of God. In our first visit 
early in our experience it was plainly manifested 
that the two evangelical churches were in a measure 
crippled in their work, and fearful of giving offence 
if they took strong grounds with the articles of faith 
their covenants taught. But previous to this fourth 
visit, and for several years the two evangelical 
churches blessed with faithful pastors, always dcr 
daring the truths found in the Bible, and with dis- 
couragements almost without number, the body of 
Christ's disciples had been holding on, ever hoping 
that the time would come when the Master would 
greatly manifest His power. Occasionally a few 
would be converted and unite with the churches, and 
what might be termed a revival had at tirrtes oc- 
curred, but unbelief was so prevalent that it some- 
times seemed, as was in doomed Nazareth, it would 
prevent in any great measure the outpouring of the 
spirit of God. Previous to this visit it was the be- 
lief of the pastors and churches that the time of a 
great blessing was near at hand; it seemed as 
though "the sound of a going in the tops of the mul- 
berry trees" could be heard. And while depending 
upon the visitors only so far as they could be help- 
ful, the people resolved to use to the full the means 
the Lord might reveal, in prayer, in word, and in 
constant work, determined that nothing on their 
part that the Master should demand should be with- 
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held, and with a consecration that usually brings a 
blessing the work began. It was a precious week 
for the visitors, and with regret we left for another 
field, several having arisen for prayers and the inter- 
est deepening. 

For several weeks following the meetings were 
continued by the pastors, and by faithful helpers 
from abroad, until "the greatest awakening remem- 
bered by the present generation was enjoyed 
throughout the town," several very marked conver- 
sions taking place, and some seeming almost imme- 
diate answers to prayer, and the town itself becom- 
ing one of the strongholds of the cross. 

It was with unusual anxiety that we visited F 

again the next year. There had been so great a 
blessing following our previous visit that we were 
fearful lest too much would be expected from an- 
other series of meetings so soon; but the welcome 
we received from the pastors and people, and the 
sound of glad voices of those who on our previous 
visit were in the bonds of sin, but now redeemed, 
gave us a rare season of spiritual rejoicing, and an 
encouragement for future labors. So many had 
been converted within the past year that the large 
proportion of the audiences were Christians, but 
some unconverted, we trust, were helped to the new 
life in Christ. 

We were glad some came from the neighbbring 
state of Massachusetts, who had been led to Christ 
through the labors of the converts from F , who 
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had been blessed in bearing testimony to the truth 
over the border. Some of the most marked cases 
of consecration to God we have ever seen we found 
among those who had accepted Christ in the late re- 
vival. The change in the religious tone of the com- 
munity since our first visit to F years ago, was 

perhaps nowhere else so marked as here. 

But the evil one, does not yield willingly, we be- 
lieve he sometimes comes with power in a gospel 
meeting, and with a repellant force endeavors to 
crush the workers and destroy their influence. Dur- 
ing the great work in F there was one evening 

when we could almost see his horrid form, as a tre- 
mendous repellant power came over us, but at last 
God won the victory and Satan took his departure. 
In one of our visits at F we were a little an- 
noyed by a well-meaning lady who called herself a 
Spiritualist, and when there was an opportunity 
she would vigorously present her peculiar notions, 
until the antics of her hobby were annoying to the 
audience. 

Near the close of one afternoon service, I called 
for singing, and then the benediction. She was sit- 
ting in the front seat just before me, and she sud- 
denly arose and began an earnest harangue. With- 
out premeditation I brought down my hand with 
emphasis and said, "You will please take your seat," 
and she dropped in her seat as if shot by a cannon, 
to the evident amusement of the people. We closed 
our service and she talked to those who from curios- 
ity remained in the hall. 
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We found at different visits at the same village 
that the religious atmosphere was not always the 
same. Possibly sometimes it was the fault of the 
evangelist. We often would discover this difficulty 
at the first service, and nothing, we believe, will 
bring things right like earnest prayer. 

In G we had enjoyed previous visits, but one 

time there seemed to be a lack of something, what 
it was could not be discovered. It was always our 
custom to request those burdened for friends to pre- 
sent written requests for prayer, and at the opening 
of the services we would invite some one to lead, 
and many others to follow voluntarily, and the pray- 
er service would indicate somewhat the spiritual 
tone of the meeting. One evening we made the 
usual request, and I think fourteen followed one an- 
other praying fervently, and such a blessing came 
over the whole service only those know who have 
had similar experiences. 

Everything went along smoothly afterwards, and 
a large number took the attitude of inquirers, and 
altogether the meetings were a rich spiritual fe^st. 
Like one other occasion I referred to in the town of 

C , a pastor of a large church from another 

place, who was one of the most earnest and true to 
his denomination, but careful of who he admitted to 
his pulpit, came in our meetings one day and even- 
ing. He was so impressed that he took steps at 
once to invite us to hold union meetings with con- 
nection with another sister church in the city of his 
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residence, which we accepted the first opportunity. 
We found a warm reception, not only from the two 
churches that invited us, but from the other church- 
es in the city many attended, furnishing large audi- 
diences all through the time we were in the city. 

We had a delightful week of prayer, word and 
song. A large number expressed an interest in 
personal salvation, and there was won to the cause 
of evangelistic work some of the best Christians in 
the state, and there was left in the community a last- 
ing influence for consecrated Christian effort, and 

the precious season we enjoyed in H will long 

be remembered. We have been all over New 
Hampshice, and have had the privilege of viewing 
her mountain scenery from almost every side. We 
have wondered sometimes why those who have be- 
fore them every day nature speaking so plainly are 
not more impressed by the wonderful creations of 
nature's God, with which this state is favored. It 

was here in F we made our second visit after 

several years' interval from the first, but we wit- 
nessed the same mountain scenery in all its grandeur. 
There were different pastors in the churches, and 
changes among the people, and we were welcomed 
as old friends. One of the pastors preached occa- 
sionally in a chapel located in the highest spot of 
any church east of the AUeghanies, and he suggest- 
ed that we have a service in the chapel on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

We had an experience in the way of transporta- 
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tion to the chapel such as we had never before in 
our work, though we had ridden by team through 
hard rains, deep snows, soft mud and freezing 
gales. It was at the breaking up of spring, and in 
the lowlands the roads had become partly settled, 
but in the mountains the snow still lingered. We 
started for the chapel with wheels, but when about 
half way to our destination were obliged to change 
to sleighs. 

We scarcely ever had a warmer reception than 
was given us by those mountaineers ; they were just 
hungering and thirsting for righteousness, and it 
seemed as though every word in preaching and song 
was just filling their hearts with conviction of sin, 
and also caused rejoicing that Jesus was the Saviour 
of sinners. I do not remember in all our experience 
where in a single service the mighty outpouring of 
the Spirit was so plainly manifested, as strong men 
and women apparently accepted Christ. Several 
from the locality afterwards received added bless- 
ings when in attendance at the services at the 
church in the village. The people in the village 
were somewhat wearied before we began our meet- 
ings. "The Maine Bailey Band" had been holding 
a two weeks' series of meetings just before ours be- 
gan, but notwithstanding that, the attendance was 
good all through our stay, and quite a number of 
nfew cases came over on the Lord's side, and those 
who were awakened in the previous meetings were 
confirmed in the faith. 
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The first sixteen years of our work we were under 
the auspices of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions and evangelical churches of New Hampshire, 
and with very few exceptions our work was confined 
to the state. One who as pastor of a New Hamp- 
shire church years before, and whom we had learned 
to love when visiting his church had seen "every 
family in his parish affected by the wonderful re- 
vival that then occurred,'* now had a new field in 
Aroostook county, Maine. As we had a few days 
we could spare, we were glad to accept his earnest 
invitation to visit his Maine church, he arranging 
with the railroad to grant us great favors for the 
long journey through New Brunswick to get to his 
home. On the way to the north we stopped over 
one evening in a church where one of our friends 
and helpers was preaching, and held a service with 
good results ; that one service opened the way to af- 
terwards hold a series of meetings with them. 

When we reached the Aroostook church we 
found it was just the breaking up of spring with 
them, and for the twelve days we were there, it was 
nearly all the time very bad, muddy walking, and 
part of the time rain. But the weather or any out- 
ward circumstances did not seem to have much ef- 
fect in preventing good audiences, sometimes very 
large ; the last one every seat filled, and some on the 
platform and steps, and in the vestibule. There was 
a deep earnest feeling all through. The prayer 
meetings were precious seasons. A good number 
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arose for prayer, and when we left it was remark- 
able how many privately asked us to remember 
them in prayer. 'Great satisfaction was expressed 
by the people, and there was rejoicing by the pastor. 

The work continued in J after we left with 

great blessing. 

Coming back to New Hampshire we found sev- 
eral churches patiently waiting for our visit; for 
several weeks we were engaged in places where we 
had been in other years, and the glad, friendly recep- 
tions in every one of the places made us feel as if so 
many returns home. 

We had visited K several years before and 

a blessing attended our efforts. One of the church- 
es felt the need of a resident pastor, but both had 
received faithful ministration of the Word on the 
Sabbath. A cordial and to some of the residents an 
unexpected union feeling was manifested from the 
beginning, and ministers and people labored for a 
blessing and their prayers and works were not in 
vain. The attendance was good all through the 
eight days we were in the place. Quite a number 
came from other villages, and among them some ex- 
cellent workers. The morning prayer meeting on 
the last Sabbath of our stay was an occasion long to 
be remembered ; the spirit of devotion and ccmsecra- 
tion was remarkable, a large number taking part. 
The blessing of the Lord seemed to rest with the 
people, and many took the position of seekers in the 
way of eternal life. It was good to see among those 
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forward for prayers, a mother, daughter and grand- 
daughter at once at the same altar of grace. The 
interest was followed up after we left, and precious 
fruits for the Lord were gathered. 

We visited L , one of the most beautiful of 

our country towns, for the first time. We had in 
other years been invited to the town, but our time 
and the convenience of the people never before was 
able to correspond. The weather was pleasant most 
of our visit, and nearly all the services were well at- 
tended ; the children's service on Saturday afternoon 
was one of the most hopeful of all. The people had 
not been accustomed to our methods of work, and 
too much importance was given to choice of meth- 
ods, which was not helpful. The pastor, a most 
excellent spiritually minded man, labored with all 
his soul for a blessing. Being of an emotional na- 
ture, was more pleasing to some of the people than 
our moderate ways of work, and they found it dif- 
ficult to avoid comparisons. Notwithstanding this, 
there were some devoted workers, and as we just 
preached "Man a sinner and Christ a Saviour," the 
glad message was received by a good number. We 
were somewhat amused to know of some wondering 
"how there could be so much religious interest and 
so little excitement," which they believed necessary 
to a genuine work of grace, possibly if they had in- 
quired of the Lord He would have granted an an- 
swer. There was one good old saint, whose sincere 
piety no one could have doubted, who was troubled 
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in soul, and who seemed to lack sympathy with the 
workers for the reason referred to. During the 
children's service, the leader gave a sudden and un- 
expected direction to the meeting, and when our 
friend saw the point aimed at, he was so pleased he 
laughed outright, but he was completely won, and so 
much interested that the following week he rode 
through a snowstorm some seven miles to attend 
more of such meetings he had just enjoyed (?). 
What changes are wrought by trifles. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
Sowing and Reaping. 

And he that reapeth receiveth wage? and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal; that both he that soweth, and he 
that reapeth may rejoice together. And herein is that say- 
ing true, One soweth and another reapeth. John 4:36, 
87. 

FOR the first time for a long while, if ever, 
a series of evening meetings of the evangel- 
istic type were suggested in the old church of 

M . For some time there had been a quiet 

growing interest in this church, memorable for its 
past history and importance as a factor in the relig- 
ious life of the state. 

We were invited to assist the pastor and church, 
with the hope that the protracted effort might inten- 
sify the religious interest. We were cordially sus- 
tained by a good congregation and hearty co-opera- 
tion of pastor and people. The labors and prayers 
of the previous regular Sunday and mid-week ser- 
vices, Sunday school teaching, ladies' prayer meet- 
ings and young people's meeting, each of which had 
for weeks been directed to the building up of the 
church and the saving of souls, found fruitage ot 
their sowing during this precious week of prayer 
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and testimony. A delightful spirit of prayer was 
especially noticeable, and several expressed a desire 
to be among the saved. Great satisfaction in refer- 
ence to the meetings was expressed by pastor and 
people. 

We were occasionally told of a few pastors, with 
whom we had not labored, that they were opposed 
to the work we were trying to do, and that they had 
little sympathy with evangelistic work under any 
auspices. Remembering the old adage, "Like pas- 
tors, like people," we did not especially desire invi- 
tations if they should come. There was one minis- 
ter in particular we were informed had said very 
unkind words of such work. 

He had changed his field of labor, and an invita- 
tion came from his successor in his former church, 
and we expected to find a people critical, and with 
little faith in what we might attempt to do for their 
aid, but we were gladly welcomed by the experi- 
enced pastor and people. It was a busy time in the 
town, noted for its maple sugar interests, but many 
of the people found time to attend the services, not- 
withstanding the bad traveling and busy season. 
Although unfamiliar with our methods of work, the 
pastor and church did all in their power to make 
our work easy and pleasant. 

One peculiar feature of our visit was that there 
was a desire of the unconverted to have private con- 
versation with a view of understanding God's Word, 
that they might come in the light desired. This is 
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always an encouraging indication that the Spirit is 
working among the people. The manifestations in 
the meetings of a spirit of prayer by those who 
never before had publicly expressed a desire for sal- 
vation, had a favorable influence upon others still 
unsaved. As the meetings continued the interest 
deepened, and a large number took their stand upon 
deepened, and a large number took their stand 
upon the Lord's side. We did not meet 
with the critical spirit we feared, but 
rather an earnest seeking for the truth of the 
Word, and altogether it was a week of spiritual re- 
joicing. The people of N seemed pleased with 

the meetings and their outcome. In some of the 
compact villages it is almost impossible to attempt a 
series of meetings without having to meet the com- 
petition of one or more public entertainments during 
the time they are held, and while this is an obstacle, 
we have many times rejoiced that so mdny of even 
unconverted people choose the religious services, 
and we usually regard it as a manifestation of the 
drawing power of the Holy Spirit, and we expect 
good results to be seen. Two of the churches in 
O invited us to be with them in a week's meet- 
ings in the hall, and with an earnestness betokening 
success the two pastors and their people prayed and 
labored, and the desired blessing came. 

There was a good attendance all through, while 
the proportion of unconverted present was not as 
large as sometimes is the case on account of the 
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competition we had to meet, as referred to; those 
who did attend seemed deeply convicted of sin, and 
several expressed a desire to be on the Lord's side. 
We had some of the most precious prayer meetings 
outside the regular services that we ever enjoyed, 
and in the public prayer services Sunday morning 
there was great freedom in testimony and prayer, 
several of the converts taking part, and a very large 
audience greeted as on Sunday evening. General 
satisfaction with the meetings was expressed, the 
pastors and Christians bearing testimony to the help 
they had received. At least two of the converts in 

O afterwards became preachers. 

In the village of P , where there was no 

church in which meetings could be held, there were 
several persons living in the vicinity that had ex- 
pressed a desire that services might be held with 
them. There were a large number of young men 
connected with the railroad, whose homes were 
there, but until that year there was no one to take 
the responsibility to give a formal invitation, as was 
now done by one who had been converted in an- 
other place where we were having meetings a little 
while before. Arrangements were made by him to 
occupy the hotel hall. As the men were engaged in 
the day, but few were then present, but in the even- 
ing the hall was filled with earnest listeners of 
preaching and song. We scarcely ever found a 
more appreciative audience; ministers from neigh- 
boring villages assisted in the services. Sunday 
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evening the hall was crowded, many standing. A 
large number arose for prayers, and the interest 
continued after we left, and a year later when we 
held another series of meetings with a still larger at- 
tendance, extra seats were brought in, and all stand- 
ing room occupied. A great many were interested 
and when we left a vigorous prayer meeting was 
continued, and finally afterwards a church was or- 
ganized, and a neat edifice for worship erected. 

We sometimes wonder at what looks very much 
like impertinence with some who do not wish to be 
called "bigoted." On the Saturday before the day 
we were to close our second series of meetings in 

P , I was at the railroad station and a young 

man, who came on the train, accosted me by saying, 

"Rev. Mr. is in the other village, and he 

would like to arrange to hold a service in the hotel 
hall at 5 o'clock Sabbath afternoon. Do you sup- 
pose it could be so arranged?" (We usually held 
three meetings on the Sabbath). The young man 
did not recognize me, and I simply said, "We are 
not of that kind; the hall is engaged." Although 
we were then on the opposite side of the state, it 

was amusing to know that this Rev. was the 

' same man previously referred to in A as being 

cliagrined "because the Methodists had taken away 
his audience." Truly, our liberal friends have 
sometimes to meet with disappointments, simply be- 
cause others attend to their own work. 

In some places there seemed to be discourage- 
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ments following one another, and very often this oc- 
curs when the residents have seen a once prosperous ' 
church year by year depleted by removal of some of 
its most efficient members to the large centres, and 
others taken away by death, and none coming in to 
take their places. Children born and growing up 
under such circumstances do not usually have a 
great love or drawing towards church influences. 
Even the old residents scarcely realize the number 
of young people still remaining within the bounds of 
the township, and when evangelistic meetings are 
held, they are surprised at the comparatively large 
audiences gathered, and almost wonder where the 
people came from. We have many timies rejoiced 
that we have had the privilege to give encourage- 
ment to such places. Such experiences were met in 
Q . We had in past years twice before attempt- 
ed to hold meetings, and both times had severe snow 
storms. We found this time the people were gladly 
waiting to receive a blessing from the Lord, good 
audiences for the place were in attendance, and 
hearty sympathy from all. We found some warm- 
hearted Qiristians still remaining in the old town, 
though for quite a while they had not felt able to 
sustain a mid-week prayer meeting. The young 
people seemed especially interested, some twenty of 
them sitting together and paying the closest atten- 
tion, though not then publicly accepting Christ ; we 
hope the seed sown eventually led to their conver- 
sion. The Holy Spirit seemed to be moving the 
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hearts of all present, and several took an open stand 
for Christ. There was a sadness came over all 
when on Saturday evening one of the most beloved 
members of tfie church was taken suddenly ill, and 
was taken to a neighbor's, and I think the next day 
passed to his eternal home. He had taken part in 
the service the day he was taken ill, and then was 
apparently in good health. 

We had different expectations in visiting places 
where we had previously held one or more success- 
ful series of meetings. Sometimes we would find 
on a second or later visit that circumstances in the 
place had changed, and it was several days before 
we could see the same earnestness as when we 
closed our previous visit, and we would feel that it 
was a mistake to come there so soon again. But 
there were other places where we always expected 
to meet large audiences, and evidence that the people 
had a habit of church going, or as we should say at- 
tended church from principle, however often ser- 
vices were held. It is not always owing to resident 
pastors, for when there has been a change of pastors 
the same enthusiasm is manifest. 

While some years it was impossible to accept all 
the invitati(»is we recdved they were so many, yet 
we never intended to pass by the poor struggling 
churches, but gave, them the prefer«ice, rather than 
Aoose what we felt almost sure would be a feast of 
fat things (Isaiah 25, 6), but in our journeying we 
sometimes held meetings in this church, but as pre- 
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viously the pastor was ready to co-operate in every 
possible way, and the people ready to stand by their 
pastor in any suggestion he might make, so of 
course, we had a delightful week with that people. 
We had unpleasant weather part of the time, but it 
did not hinder the great blessing that we received. 

There had been a revival in the town the year pre- 
vious, but that was a help rather than preventing a 
second blessing from the Lord. Sometimes people 
thinking perhaps more of the "parable of the sow- 
er," than of God's willingness to continue His favor 
to a consecrated church, fear reaction after a revival 
has taken place, and thus use no means to prcMtnote a 
revival, but with such a pastor and people as in 

R the cause of Qirist is ever moving onward. 

We had witnessed the result of the outpouring of 
the Spirit in this place years before, and it was a 
precious experience to witness again in every invi- 
tation given, new cases cctfning to the Lord, and the 
doxology was continually springing from our 
hearts. 

And not only is the particular church where the 
services are held revived, but very often there are 
people from neighboring places who return to their 
homes filled with love of God and in some case3 are 
instrumental of promoting a gracious work of g^ace 
in their home churches. 

One of the obstacles the evangelist has to meet 
with is the intense sectarianism sometimles manifest- 
ed by those who profess to be the Lord's people. 
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Sometimes it is found that his denomination differs 
from their own church, and their prejudices are so 
strong as to injure his influence, almost making the 
meeting a failure. Our position has always been 
that no one has a right to labor as an evangelist, un- 
less he has connected himself with, and is in good 
standing, in some evangelical church ; but no evan- 
gelist has the right to bear that name who preaches 
denominationalism any further than to sustain the 
policy and faith of the church in which he is labor- 
ing, but sometimes he is put in a peculiar situation 
in reference to the latter statement. We found 

when we began meetings in S that the church 

building was owned jointly by two denominations. 
For quite a while one would occupy it, then for a 
time the other would have the privilege. We had 
labored with the minister in another field, and we 
knew he was an earnest, able, faithful servant of 
God, and we knew he would do all he could possibly 
to bring success to the effort. As we were so well 
acquainted with him and had labored with him be- 
fore, it was taken for granted that we belonged to 
his denomination, and some of the other party 
looked upon us as especially endeavoring to build 
up his denominational interest, not only those who 
belonged to the other church, but also those who 
sympathized with it. We were told that in his reg- 
ular service he was frequently interrupted by whis- 
pering and other disorder, but we had no trouble in 
that direction. 



< 
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Some of the people seemed to be puzzled to know 
for certain what church we did belong to. There 
were some strong men not Christians who attended, 
hoping by watching to find in some word spoken an 
answer to their inquiry. After the meetings had 
continued for a while, these men were determined 
to find out, so at the close of one afternoon service, 
one of them asked our singer, "To what church do 
you belong?" little thinking the same question might 
be asked him. The singer told him he was not 
ashamed of his church, and gave its denomination, 
and quickly said : "Now I have told you, I ask you, 
which church do you belong to?" The man was 
confused ; he was far from being a church member, 
and he withdrew, saying, "Fm a good fellow; I'm 
a good fellow," but it proved it was not the denomi- 
nation of the pastor to which the singer belonged. 
He and this inquirer's friend were very friendly af- 
terwards, and the fact was, neither of us belonged 
to either of the denominaticms that worshipped in 
that church. Notwithstanding these obstacles, we 
had a good attendance, a deep conviction at times 
seenned to be with the people, and a good number 
publicly placed themselves on the Lord's side with 
apparent gladness; several since united with the 
church, and there was a more united feeling among 
the people. 

We visited T under peculiar circumstances. 

We received a cordial invitation from the pastors, 
and the relation existing between the state executive 
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committee, under whose auspices we were laboring, 
and a former member who was resident there, who 
had done more financially in the support of the work 
than any other one in the state, besides personal aid 
in several of our meetings, and who had long 
prayed that blessings might come to the commimity, 
added to our interest in going there. We had long 
believed there was some time to be a revival of 
God's work, where there had been so much faithful 
preaching and earnest prayer. The weather was 
very cold the first part of our visit, and the church 
could not be made very warm ; that kept some away, 
but notwithstanding this difficulty, we had large and 
appreciative audiences, and hearty co-operation of 
the pastors and resident retired clergymen. The in- 
terest deepened until the close, a good number con- 
fessed their desire to accept Christ, and praying 
hearts rejoiced. 

It is cheering to an evangelist who is well ac- 
quainted with localities after a lengthy absence, to 
return and learn that what many would regard as 
insurmountable obstacles, had been overcome by 
earnest, consecrated service and fervent believing 
prayer. We have found that there is such a thing 
as a determination not to surrender to difficulties, 
but as fast as one comes to put it aside before others 
accumulate, and to continue as they appear until en- 
tirely swept away; such conditions we found in 

U . There is no place to our knowledge in the 

whole state where an apparent attempt to crush 
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of existence a prosperous church occurred as in 
U . 

But the consecrated followers of the Master, be- 
lieving He would care for His faithful disciples, 
driven from their hallowed church home, proceeded 
to the erection of a beautiful edifice, with all the ap- 
pointments for comfort, rejoiced in a wonderful 
growth amidst apparent obstacles. Scarcely any 
church in the state has manifested such a spirit of 
self-denial and consecration, not only with regular 
church services, but an efficient Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association, all working together for the same 
end. From the first of our services, a deep religious 
interest was manifested, culminating on the Sabbath 
by a good number taking a decided stand upon the 
Lord's side, among them several students of the 
academy. 

We witnessed something of the change in out- 
ward life the Spirit's power will cause if one yields 
to His influence. We were invited to take a ride on 
Saturday forenoon out to a wonderful stone quarry, 
and while there my host suggested introducing me 
to one of the operatives that I might invite him to 
the meetings, as he was not especially interested in 
religion. He received me very pleasantly, and said 
that perhaps he would come that evening ; he was 
there and arose for prayer. On Sunday morning 
in the prayer meeting he said, "You know what my 
life has been, but I was told last evening that I 
could be a Christian ; pray for me." 
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Some time afterwards a charge that had been put 
in the quarry failed to explode. This man and an- 
other were detailed to extract the charge, and while 
attempting it, an explosion came, and both his arms 
were shattered below the elbow. They bore him to 
his home, and after the surgical operation was per- 
formed, he looked up with a smile and said : "I am 
glad it was not the other man," and when asked 
why, he replied, "The other man is not a Christian •, 
I am, and can bear it." Think of a young man, not 
twenty-five years of age, having a wife and two 
children, with both arms amputated, and to look for- 
ward to life, and have such thankfulness and re- 
joicing in the mighty grace of God as being suffi- 
cient for all things. 

Amidst the deep snow drifts and the cold, pierc- 
ing wind, a little company met in D church to 

inquire in reference to "An offering well pleasing to 
God." It was so cold we were obliged to gather 
around the stove in the corner of the church, only 
ten being present, some of those not Christians, yet 
in that first meeting, the Divine One was willing to 
meet with us, as He had promised in olden times. 
Unfortunately the construction was such that with 
the wind in some directions only one stove could be 
used with any comfort, on account of the other fill- 
ing the room with smoke when lighted, making it 
unendurable. 

After a while the wind changing, and the weather 
moderating, the church became more comfortable. 
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Two different denominations worshipped in the 
building with perfect harmony, but only one had 
been organized as a church. As the services con- 
tinued the audience increased, and we realized how 
good it was to be under the "eye of the Lord" and 
the encouragement we had to expect "showers of 
blessing." The close attention given in all the ser- 
vices indicated somewhat the results were to be, and 
at every invitaticm new cases arose for prayer. The 
pastors were filled with joy, as they witnessed the 
ripening fruit of their past labors, and the work con- 
tinued with added results after our meetings closed. 
Among the inquirers were several strong young 
men. 

We visited the same place in later years and in the 
interval another church had been organized; an- 
other resident pastor installed; extensive improve- 
ments in the house of worship and our anticipation 
of another spiritual outpouring was realized in see- 
ing many come to Christ. One of the precious ex- 
periences of the later visit was that those who were 
converted on the former occasion rendered faithful 
assistance testifying what the Lord had done for 
their souls. The pastors threw their whole souls m 
the work, and left nothing undone to reap a harvest 
of souls. One of the pastors wrote me a very kind 
letter afterwards, rejoicing in the work as **plainly 
the leading of the Holy Spirit/' though he did not 
especially "approve of so much use of the Old Tes- 
tament/' 
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In one of the early years of the writer's work he 
was delightfully entertained in the pleasant home of 
one of the most energetic business men it has ever 
been his privilege to rn^eet. Neither he nor his com- 
panion had ever publicly confessed Christ, although 
friendly to the cause of religion and contributing 
liberally to its material support, they were not re- 
garded as Christians. The first visit to the village 

of W we miade, there was no organized church, 

though there was a house of worship, and there 
were several Christians bearing different names liv- 
ing there. 

From my first entrance in that beautiful home, I 
became warmly attached to my host, and other visits 
not a few strengthened that attachment, and I be- 
came burdened as scarcely ever for another that my 
friend might come out boldly for Christ ; there was 
not a day for seven years but what his salvation was 
before me. In repeated visits to the place my 
hosts were the most constant attendants in the ser- 
vices, and would freely converse upon religious sub- 
jects, and while at one time his wife became a Chris- 
tian, he for some reason hesitated in openly accept- 
ing Christ. I met my friend at one time a long dis- 
tance from his home, and he asked me, "When are 
you coming to our place again ?" I replied, "When 
you will agfree to become a Christian," and I told 
him how anxious I had been for him, he said he 
would not promise, but he thanked me for my inter- 
est in him. Some time after we were to be in a 
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town near where his factory was located, not in the 
town of his home, and one of the pastors sent an in- 
vitation to visit the place with meetings. My friend 
wrote to me wishing to have the evening and Sab- 
bath services in his factory, offering to prepare one 
floor for the occasion, the day meetings to be in the 
churches. Although it was to be a new experience 
we gladly accepted. The traveling was bad all the 
week, but we had large audiences and a deepening 
conviction of sin and need of Divine help from be- 
ginning to the close, and a large number turned to 
the Lord, among them some of the most prominent 
people. Anxious though I had been for him for years, 
on Saturday night my anxiety all passed away, and I 
had almost forgotten him in the interest I had Tor 
others, and witnessing so many coming to the Lord. 
He was a fine singer, and the singers were on side 
seats, and as I turned my eyes in that direction, he 
was standing upon his feet as an inquirer, and not 
far from him his partner in business taking the 
' sanue stand. It almost overwhelmed me. On Sun- 
day afternoon I invited inqiiirers to come together 
in the body of the house, and as the large company 
came, it so happened that my friend who was a large 
man was surrounded by young people, and with my 
imagination I could compare it to a precious gem, 
set in the midst of lesser jewels. There was a gen- 
eral revival throughout the village, and after we left 
other services were held in the factory by the resi- 
dent pastors. 
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The next week we visited again the village of the 
home of my friend, f'ast day occurred that week, 
and the meeting was thrown open for prayer, and 
he who only the Saturday night previous for the 
first time became an inquirer, offered his first public 
prayer. This time I was not entertained in his 
home. On Sunday evening I went to church early, 
and on my way stopped at his house for a litttle con- 
versation before service. He suddenly asked mc, 
**Mr. Folger, do you think it right for Christians to 
play cards?" I told him I didn't answer such 
questions for others, but if he had asked me wheth- 
er I thought it right for Mr. Folger to play cards, 1 
could have answered him. He then asked me that 
question, and I at once said, "No, I do not think it 
is right for Mr. Folger to play cards." He imme- 
diately said, "Neither do I, and I don't think it right 
for Christians to play cards." He had himself be- 
longed to a whist club, and was an accomplished 
player. A little while after that he was on the 
train, and one of the club said, "Let us go in the 
smoker, and have a game of whist." When he de- 
clined, the man said, "Don't you play whist now! 
Would it do you any harm to have a game?" He 
replied, "It might not do us any harm to have a 
game of whist, but what would we think it we found 
our pastor in the smoker playing whist? I have 
just taken a class in the Sunday school, of young 
men, and I should not want them to see me in the 
smoker playing whist." The next year we had an- 
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other meeting in his factory with good results. 
Over two years afterwards, as business demanded 
an enlargement of the factory, the firm wished to 
acknowledge God's goodness by the dedication of 
the enlargement by a scries of gospel meetings, and 
although in midsummer, when, other attractions in- 
terest most people, they were well sustained in num- 
bers, and of great interest and help, and while not 
as great apparent results as on the- first visit, there 
was a growing interest to the close. 

Years have passed since that memorable Saturday 
night in S . At the time of this writing he is do- 
ing business in another state in an immense factory; 
My friend has ever been an active, devoted follower 
of the Lord, an officer in his home church, and an 
influential member of other religious organizations, 
and the means God has put in his hands has much of 
it been used to carry on the Lord's work* And 
when referring to our conversation about whist 
years afterwards he told me he had "never since that 
time had the slightest desire to play a game of 
cards." 
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CHAPTER X. 

Earnest Work Wins God's Approval. 

For Qod Is not unrighteoui to forget your work and 
labor of love, which ye have showed towards his name, 
in that ye have ministered to the saints and do minister. 
Herews 6:10. 

IT was the design of the leaders in the work 
to cover New Hampshire with evangelistic 
meetings, so far as we had opportunity, and some- 
times we were invited to places that at first thought 
it would seem as scarcely worth while to attempt 
an effort with hope of success, but we paid no at- 
tention to apparent discouragements, and as the ser- 
vants of the Master followed what we thought was 
His bidding. With these feelings we found our- 
serves in a meeting house in an out district where 
a small company were accustomed to gather on the 
Sabbath to listen to volunteer preachers, who with 
some self-denial proclaimed the Word of God. The 
church that formerly existed there had disbanded, 
and while there were a few faithful Christians en- 
•dfcavoring to "strengthai the things which remain 
that were ready to die," it was with much discour- 
agement that services were continued. As a church 
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had been almost forgotten, we were gladly received 
by much larger audiences than we had any reason 
to expect, and found a co-operation from the people 
and from ministers from neighboring towns, that 
foreshadowed the success that followed. Souls 
were cc«iverted to Christ ; the church was reorgan- 
ized and took its place among other churches of its 
denomination; the Sabbath school became a flour- 
ishing factor; stated preaching was sustained by 
ministers alternating regularly, and since the meet- 
ings others came out on the Lord's side. 

An incident in its amusing sequel occurred on our 
first visit. It was suggested that a collection should 
be taken c«i the Sabbath for our use, the mention of 
which was made at the close on Saturday evening, 
after a good number had come forward for prayers. 
We noticed on Sunday that one family that lived in 
sight of the meeting house was not present, and part 
of that family had been among the inquirers on the 
previous evening. A short time after our leaving 
a letter came to me stating that they said the reason 
of their absence was that they did not wish to aid in 
the collection. I could not believe it, as all collec- 
tions were purely voluntary. 

About a year later we visited the place again ; on 
Thursday night of the second visit, the lady came 
to me and said, "Are you going to take a collec- 
tion?" I replied, "Perhaps we may by and by." 
She then said, "I wanted to know, for I want to give 
something." We learned that in the interval of out 
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vifits she had heartily accepted Christ; her action 
showed some evidence of a change. 

We found on this later visit an organized, vigor- 
ous church, a thriving Sunday school, and the ap- 
purtanences of a prosperous religious establishment. 
Repairs had been made on the house of worship, 
and others were in contemplation. 

The people were in a widely separated, hilly dis- 
trict, and the united worship of God had become to 
them a source of joy. The attendance was good, 
especially towards the last of the week, and we trust 
other souls decided for Christ. An evangelist if 
looking far ahead might sometimes see things that 
would in other vocations bring discouragements dif- 
ficult to face, but he is to ignore all such matters 
and make appointments where invited, trusting in 
the truth God has given him, and His promise to be 
with those who trust in Him. We always made it 
a point that we were helpers of the pastors, not dic- 
tators to them. It was very rare in our experience, 
to say anything or do anything that could possibly 
give offence, but meeting with men of all sorts of 
temperatments, it was not strange that unintentional 
offence would soAietimes occur. 

One minister in Y by the leader making a 

mistake in calling his name, became offended, and 
wrote quite a lengthy article in one of our large re- 
ligious papers, incorrect in some of its statements 
of facts, denouncing our whole work, terming us 
"pious nuisances," and when his misstatements of 
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facts were brought to his attention, refused to make 
correction. But in the same paper at a later date 
his article was answered by able writers, without 
any previous knowledge of their intention from any 
one connected with our committee. When we were 
again invited to Y we thought of that condemn- 
ing article, though the writer of it was not then in 
tlie town. 

But instead of criticism, we were received with 
one of the most cordial welcomes in our experience, 
showing that the people did not endorse the position 
of our critic. The three churches were in hearty 
sympathy, and the pastors united in every effort, the 
whole people gladly doing everything in their pow- 
er to make our stay with them pleasant. 

Though the weather was very cold, we had large 
audiences. The closest attention was paid to all our 
suggestions. At the first invitation a glad response 
came and so on to the close, and a good number 
came over on the Lord's side, rejoicing in the gift 
of His love. In the closing service a collection was 
taken for our work, up to that time the largest in 

our experience. Among the inquirers in Y was 

a young lady from a Catholic home. She seemed 
much affected for some cause, and in conversing 
with her, learned that she once had a Bible, but her 
mother destroyed it. I inquired what her intentions 
now were in regard to har mother, and in tears, she 
said : "I must sorrte time give up my mother, but I 
will not g^ve up my Saviour." 
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In another place a young lady was converted, and 
her father met her with great opposition, but she 
still trusting in Christ, in the presence of her father, 
sat down at the instrument, and with a devotion 
bom of her faith, sang the beautiful words, "J^sus 
I My Cross Have Taken, All to Leave and Follow 
Thee." Such manifestations of faith God will al- 
ways honor by granting spiritual power. 

At the last of March we were invited to Z . 

We had been there before and knew the pastor well, 
as one of the most devoted ministers in the state. 
Only a week before the time our meetings were to 
begin the one who invited us, and had been pastor 
of the church for nearly thirty years, was called to 
his heavenly home, but he left a dying request that 
the meetings should be held just the same. He had 
made full preparation for the services and had hoped 
to participate in them, but the Master took him to 
Himself. As we entered the place of meeting the 
words he had so many times repeated to himself the 
last night of his life were before us ; loving hands 
had placed them in a frame on the wall : '*The more 
nearly we live to Christ in all things, the better. 
Amen/' The death of this faithful servant was 
used by the Master to solemnize the truth, and make 
more earnest the words spoken and sung. The 
pastor of the church in the other part of the town, 
feeling the general bereavement of the community, 
threw his whole energies in the work, and the 
hearty union and cordial sympathy of all was de- 
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lightful. Conviction deepened in the hearts of the 
unconverted, and quite a large number expressed a 
desire to be Christians. The young people, espe- 
cially the young men, were intensely interested in 
the services. 

We remembered a sad case that occurred on one 

of our former visits in Z . There was a man in 

the place who was very much opposed to religion, 
and especially to the services we were then holding, 
and did all in his power by word to destroy their 
influence. Some of the women were so grieved at 
his wicked talk that tHey in a meeting of prayer, 
asked God to stop his actions and overthrow his bad 
influence. Soon after he was taken ill, and when it 
was found that he was to die, some one tried to lead 
him in the right path, and asked him if he was not 
afraid to die, and without any apparent repentance, 
replied in substance, "It is not death I fear, but what 
is after death that troubles me." 

Having a few days to spare, without infringing 
upon the interests of our own state, we ventured 
again over the border into Maine. The pastor we 
had worked with on previous occasions, and the 
other church being without a pastor, both united 
heartily in the services. Evangelistic meetings had 
been held there a few months previous, and several 
had been converted, but with new voices in preaching 
and song, their sympathy was once secured, and 
there was a good attendance, though not so large a 
proportion of unconverted, people as ^wnetimes were 



EARNEST WORK WINS GOD's APPROVAL. l8l 

in our services. Those who had lately found Christ 
were greatly strengthened, and others who had been 
awakened at the late revival were led to take a more 
decided stand for the Lord, and some started in the 

way of new life. Our visit to A will be gladly 

remembered. 

It is the joy of many pressed with business cares 
in the cities to get a few days in the summer time to 
visit the mountain region of New Hampshire, "the 
Switzerland of America." Possibly if they should 
experience some of the storms of winter, the deep 
snows and almost impassable roads, part of the 

charm might pass away. We were in B one of 

those times. The Lord's house, not being very at- 
tractive, and needing repairs, was taken in hand by 
one of our country's most wealthy benefactors, who 
was spending his summer there, and it was made 
one of the most attractive and beautiful houses of 
worship in the whole mountain region, having every 
necessary convenience, his kindness offering it as a 
free gift to the church. Not only was he known as 
a devoted Christian in his city home, but in the little 
country church he was found in church on the Sab- 
bath, and present and assisting in the mid-week 
prayer meeting, although himself connected with a 
different denomination. The church was well filled 
on the pleasant Monday evening when we began the 
meetings, several coming from long distances to at- 
tend. But on Tuesday while the temperature was 
mild, there came on a hard snow storm, that a good 
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number under the circumstances braved to attend. 
In the evening it cleared, and more were in attend- 
ance, and some expressed a desire for prayer. 
Thursday came another snow storm, and by night 
the drifts were so deep that it was almost impossible 
to have a meeting, but a few came to the church. On 
account of illness, our singer was obliged to leave, 
and after much delay on the way at last reached his 
home the second day. Saturday another snow storm 
and thus to the end of our allotted time to remain. 
The people made great effort to attend the services. 
The location was some miles from the railroad sta- 
tion, and those living outside the village ran. great 
risk on Sunday night of being able to get to their 
homes, and that night closed the hardest week of the 
season. All through the services was the closest at- 
tention. There seemed to be deep conviction, and 
a few asked prayers, and we trust souls will date 
their acceptance of Christ from that stormy week. 
The pastor did all in his power to bring success, 
and the local singers made great effort to assist the 
leader in the absence of our regular leader in song. 
We had another appointment in another section of 
the state on Monday, but the railroad through the 
mountains was so blocked with snowdrifts that it 
was impossible to run the cars, and what mail was 
sent in another direction was first carried miles to 
the station on snow-shoes. On Tuesday they took 
me through the drifts to the station, but I was 
obliged to return, as the train I was to go on was 
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Still blocked. On Wednesday I made another trial 
and was obliged to turn the other way through 
Portland, Me., and Portsmouth, N. H., to get to 
Concord, and to my destination on Thursday even- 
ing that I intended to reach on Monday night, being 
out all night, taking twenty-four hours for my jour- 
ney, stopping a few hours in Concord on the way. 

It being near our singer's home, and he somewhat 
recovering from his illness, began with his wife the 
meetings on Tuesday evening. Soon after I reached 
the church in C a request for prayer was hand- 
ed me, "Pray for our choir of seventeen members, 
only cMie a Christian," and it was repeated at other 
times. We found the young pastor little experi- 
enced in the ministry, it being his first pastorate, but 
with a rich experience in the grace of God, his 
whole soul absorbed in learning and doing God's 
will. We found that God had given him great fa- 
vor with the people of his charge, and it was easy 
to direct them to the Saviour he loved and honored. 
The people were "hungering and thirsting for right- 
eousness," and their desires were satisfied. From the 
first there were large audiences and the closest at- 
tention, the religious interest intensifying until Sat- 
urday evening, a good number arose for prayer. 
Saturday night and all day Sunday the snow fell, 
we were told, sixteen inches on a elvel. The roads 
were broken out near the church, and by following 
the ox teams quite a number were able to attend the 
services, and notwithstanding the storm, it was a 
glorious Sabbath, 
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Deep conviction settled upon the audience, and a 
large number became inquirers, among them some 
of the most prominent people, and through the earn- 
est after work of the pastor and converts, a precious 
work of grace swept through the town. Although 
not a large church, it had that year more conver- 
sions than any church of its denomination in the 
state. Among those converted were all of the choir, 
for whom prayer was offered, and at least one of the 
converts became a minister of the gospel. The 
deep snows, the high winds, and sometimes the in- 
tense cold, made that year the most fatiguing we 
ever experienced in our work. 

We found in some places that the pastor had pe- 
culiar and sometimes annoying difficulties to en- 
counter, and when the church had not much strength 
discouraging. In the small country church of 

D when we began our meetings it was very 

cold, and not only that, but at some previous period 
the frost had thrown the building so much out of 
position that the window frames were twisted so at 
the top, considerable open space in one comer not 
only furnishing ventilation for all attempts to heat 
the air, but through which the wind came without 
resistance. We had to gather near the stove, and 
with the organ in the aisle to keep from actual suf- 
fering, our singer taking a severe cold in conse- 
sequence. We felt that it was not right to try to en- 
dure a week's meetings under such circumstances, 
so the good people gathered together a lot of news- 
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papers and systematically calked the cavities in the 
windows, making it possible with two good fires to 
make the room of some comfort. 

We were glad to accept an invitation to hold the 
Tuesday afternoon meeting at a cottage where we 
met with great spiritual blessing, largely in conse- 
quence of the rich spiritual experience our hostess 
had enjoyed. Although not yet in middle life, she 
had a few years previous, when not a Christian, 
been thrown from a carriage and partially paralyzed 
in her lower limbs. While unable to arise from her 
bed, the Holy Spirit came to her with great power, 
and impressed her to pray with faith that she might 
have sufficient healing to arise from her bed and use 
a wheel chair. The Lord answered her prayer, and 
led her into a sweet love and trust of Him. It was 
a benediction to be in her presence, to hear her testi- 
mony, and to witness the manifestation of her glad 
consecration to God. The topic that afternoon was 
"Close Friendship with Jesus," and truly we had a 
new inspiration of its meaning as the different testi- 
monies were gladly given. 

We were told that there was one man who was 
prominent in the community who made it a point af- 
ter the pastor had preached to speak out in the meet- 
ing in criticism if the preaching was not according 
to his views, and that if we threw the meeting open 
at any time he would disturb us by expressing lib- 
eral opinions he claimed to hold. I told my inform- 
ant that I had no fear of his disturbance, as such 
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things were rare exceptions in our meetings. I was 
informed that he had several marked traits of char- 
acter, that he would manifest when occasion offered. 
It was never our plan to oppose any peculiar notions 
directly. We did not hold debating services, but 
with our extensive experiences we could always find 
incidents enough in our own work to teach whatever 
lessons we desired without attackingindividual opin- 
ions or practices. Simply relating what some one 
had done in another place thatwas improper, and con- 
tinuing that plan, we covered the hobbies our friend 
was accustomed to ride, never referring to him per- 
sonally, and our good friend thought probably that 
the portrait we had presented better not be repeated 
by any one present, and while he attended every ser- 
vice but one, and sometimes took part, he said noth- 
ing objectionable, and became one of our warmest 
friends, and we hoped that our treatment of this pe- 
culiar weakness was a help to the pastor in after 
days. 
Referring to the experience of the lady we met 

in D , reminds me of another case of the power 

of faith. I was invited by a pastor to call with him 
upcm a lady who had recently broken a limb, I think, 
not a Christian before the accident. I found her 
confined in one position on her bed waiting for the 
healing power to come. I tried to say some words 
of comfort, and with a joyous expression, she said, 
in substance, "This is all right ; I have been a hard 
working woman, working so constantly I have not 
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had time to read my Bible, but God has placed me 
here and I think of Him, and I not only have time, 
but I can do nothing else but read the Bible, and re- 
joice I can trust in Christ." Truly, through trial 
God leads souls to Himself. 

In one of the lumber districts of the state, hidden 
as it was among the mountains, were quite a large 
number of irreligious people. When teaming their 
lumber to the railroad station, profanity and intem- 
perance were the rule, not the exception. There 
were but three Christian men in the district. A 
young man, a member of a Christian association, 
came among them as clerk in the mill, the proprie- 
tor being one of the three believers. It was sug- 
gested by the clerk that meetings be held in a school 
house located near there, and soon a work of grace 
began. The first convert became a minister of the 
Gospel. The meetings increased in power ; the con- 
verts themselves becoming gospel workers, and 
within five years in a circuit of ten miles, two hun- 
dred souls were ccmverted to God. The character 
of the whole people changed; family altars erected 
in the homes where before profanity and intemper- 
ance abounded, and the love of the Saviour filling 
tbeir hearts. We had nothing to do with this won- 
derful work, and knew nothing of it until it was ac- 
complished. But learning of the work, and desir- 
ing to meet that people, we arranged for an evening 
service in that hallowed school house, and it was one 
of the most delightful meetings xye h^d attended for 
a long time. 
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There was a good attendance, and an earnest de- 
sire to do and get good. But a little while before 
they were apparently indifferent to any claim the 
Bible had to their attention. We read the thirty- 
fourth Psalm, and we were pleasantly surprised, not 
only in the number who took part, but more particu- 
larly in their knowledge of that Psalm, and the par- 
allel passages and many quotations from the Bible 
by the speakers. The next July, by invitation, we 
spent a Sabbath with them in the same old school- 
house that had become so sacred, on account of pre- 
cious memories. Several took part in the services, 
and the Master again granted His blessing in lead- 
ing others to Him, one of them being the father of 
the first convert in the wonderful revival that had 
occurred. There was a church building some six 
miles from the schoolhouse, that had not had a pas- 
tor for several years, and after the revival was well 
on the way, the converts organized a Young Men's 
Christian Association, and held services there. We 
were invited to hold meetings in that church, which 
we accepted. The traveling was bad, the people 
widely scattered, very dark evenings, and from one 
view an unfavorable time, yet the attendance was 
large, and the religious interest good all through. 
We were aided by workers from other towns, and 
we enjoyed a precious season, and quite a nrmber 
became inquirers. We shall always remember the 
privilege we had in meeting the converts from that 
wonderful revival in E . 
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We visited the church in F down by the sea, 

and we were glad to meet so many whose lives were 
largely away from church privileges. To have a se- 
ries of gospel meetings with a full company of 
workers, was fully appreciated by them. The audi- 
ence room was not as attractive as some we had 
been in, but the Holy Spirit with His mighty power 
was granted to a good number who offered them- 
selves to the Lord. The Sabbath school children 
were greatly interested; a gospel meeting in their 
behalf was a new thing to them, and they were glad 
to learn more of Jesus, who on earth manifested his 
especial love for the young. Six years afterward^ 
we visited the same place again, beginning with a 
good interest and continually deepening, when by 
request we changed the place of meeting from the 
church where the meetings began, to the other not 
less attractive house of worship, and it seemed to 
throw a chill over all the efforts put forth. It 
brought to the surface that there was not the cordial 
union among professed Christians that was desira- 
ble, and that the series of meetings was looked upon 
as a religious entertainment and that each church 
cnight to have its share, and with that be content. 
While sometimes no harm comes from changing the 
place of meeting, we were satisfied in this case that 
better results would have been reached if all the ser- 
vices had continued where they began. Notwith- 
standing these difficulties, we found in F some 

of the most devoted Christians, and their earnest ef- 
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forts were rewarded in" seeing s(xn(e souls turn 
toward the Lord. Once more about seven years 
later we were invited again to that quaint old town, 
and were cordially welcomed by a pastor whom we 

then met for the first time. Since we were in F 

the last time, the church building had been thor- 
oughly and tastefully repaired, so we could scarcely 
realize we were in the same audience room, where 
we first met that people thirteen years before. In 
consequence of the past history of theplace, unfortun- 
ate circumstances having occurred (of which we 
had nothing to do), and the changes in population, 
some of the people were a little shy at first lest sit- 
ting in the front seats during the services might in- 
dicate more for them than they intended ; but after 
becoming acquainted, their sympathy with us and 
the work increased. At one time a steamer load of 
people came from Maine to attend the services, and 
altogther we had a prosperous time. Not all the 
results came we would have liked to see, but the pas- 
tor's heart was cheered by the efforts. We had dif- 
ferent audiences in the three visits we paid to this 
place, as the population was of necessity a change- 
able one, and the "unfortunate circumstances" re- 
ferred to between the second and third visit, had 
probably put back the work of grace for years. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Young Men Appreciate Christian Sympathy. 

... I have written to you, young man, because ye 
are strong, and the Word of God abideth in you, and ye 
have overcome the wicked one. I John 2:14. 

SOME very precious experiences have been 
ours in later visits to places that we had 
been to in the earlier years of our work. At our 

first visit at S , referred to in Chapter II., not 

one inquirer, the second visit many interested, and 
followed by another evangelist, the "greatest revival 
of this generation," and subsequent visits were the 
cause of great rejoicing, and still once again we 
were invited to S . When the time of our ap- 
pointment came, our singer was obliged to go home 
on account of illness, and the leader being unable to 
sing began the meeting trusting only in the Lord. 
No people could have tried harder to stay up a 
leader's hands than did the Society of Christian En- 
deavor, and other similar societies in town; no 
company of singers could have done more to aid in 
the singing, and no ministers could have given a 
more cordial support and hearty support than the 
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three pastors of S . Valuable assistance was 

also rendered by an earnest, experienced worker 
from Massachusetts. There seemed to be a deep 
pervading religious interest among the people. The 
word of God was welcomed, as indeed the "Sword 
of the Spirit," and a good number offered them- 
selves to the Lx>rd. Our meetings were immediate- 
ly followed by the labors of two other evangelists, 
and a wonderful work of grace was the result. 

As the work we were engaged in was begun under 
the auspices of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions and evangelical churches, we always endeav- 
ored to keep in touch with local associations, pri- 
marily in New Hampshire, but as occasion offered, 
out of the state. The general secretary of an im- 
portant association in Vermont, who himself was 
first awakened in an evangelistic meeting in New 
Hampshire, that afterwards developed into an asso- 
ciation in the village, invited us to spend the "Week 
of prayer for associations" where he was success- 
fully laboring to bring young men to Christ. 

His complete arrangements and sympathy of the 
young people with his own work made it easy foi 
us to render what aid was in our power ; the attend- 
ance was good, many of the students in the academy 
being present. By invitation of the principal, one 
service was held in the school building, and we had 
his hearty support all through, the pastors also 
showing their cordiality in all the efforts made. 
At the last service in the great public hall with 
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a large audience, there were some remarkable devo- 
tional seasons, requests for prayer and answers to 
petitions. One request was made, "Pray for a gift- 
ed young man that he may take the right stand for 
Christ, so his influence can be used for him." A 
little while after that request was made, among other 
inquirers, a promising looking young man arose de- 
siring the prayers of Christians, and it proved to be 
the same one for whom great anxiety had been ex- 
pressed. He was one who probably had a career 
before him. Quite a number expressed a desire for 
salvation, and we shall always remember our visit 

in G with great joy. 

We found ourselves again in H , where we 

had been in cwne of the early years of our work. We 
held services in both the churches. We had la- 
bored with great joy with one of the pastors in an- 
other field, and were not disappointed in the wel- 
come he gave us. The other pastor we never had 
met before, but he gave us a cordial greeting in his 
church on Monday evening, and to our regret on ac- 
count of a severe cold, he was unable to be with us 
at any other service. The meetings opened well, 
and the audience was increasing, but a prevailing 
epidemic, high, cold winds and a hard snow storm, 
with other hindrances, prevented the attendance we 
expected. We were very much aided by the princi- 
pal of the high school, and by some from other 
towns.: There was a deepening interest, especially 
ani5ng~the''students, and some put themselves on the 
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Lord's side, and after we left there continued a 
quiet work of grace. 

Part of one year, about midway of the foregoing 
narrative, the writer withdrew from evangelistic 
work in New Hampshire, thinking some of return- 
ing to business. For some years he had been re- 
quested to hold services in Connecticut, where years 
before he had assisted in organizing similar work, 
through an executive committee as in New Hamp- 
shire. When it was learned of his withdrawal, an 
earnest letter came from Connecticut, inviting him 
to come there and hold "A week's meetings and if 
thought best to remain longer." 

The writer of the letter was an earnest Christian 
worker and philanthropist, past middle life, and 
with whom he was well acquainted. The letter was 
written on three pages of the sheet, but inadvertent- 
ly upon its receipt, I only read the first and third 
pages, and wrote I would be with them at a certain 
date. I afterwards read the second page of the 
letter, and there the writer of the letter had stated 
the liberal compensation I should receive, but I 
knew nothing of that when I accepted the call. I 
was met at the railroad station by my friend, and 
spending the night at his beautiful home, the next 
day he engaged a hack, and with two others he took 
me to his native town fourteen miles away. 

While on the way he said to me : "When you get 

to I there is one man you will meet soon after 

your arrival." I thought by that there must be 
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some incident with the man of great interest. Soon 
after arrival in town, a blacksmith came to me, his 
countenance full of joy, and gave me a glad wel- 
come. I learned that about five years previous my 
patron with others was holding a meeting in the 
town, and one of the party said to a Christian lady : 
"How is your husband's soul?" She replied, "I 
don't know as he has a soul." He was then gener- 
ally wicked, but the workers believed he had a soul, 
and by word and prayer endeavored to lead him to 
Christ, and when an invitation was given that so- 
called soulless man, to the surprise of his own 
townspeople, and greatly so to his wife, came for- 
ward for prayers, and when I met him he had en- 
joyed five years' Christian experience, as a devoted 
follower of the Master, and rejoiced to meet any 
that were serving the Lord. He was still a black- 
smith, but his life was hid with Christ in God. 

Week days and evenings the services were held in 
a "cooper shop," where before religious services 
had been held. Sundays they were in the church. 
We had good attendance except part of the time 
when for two days it was very stormy. The resi- 
dent minister gave us his hearty sympathy: much 
time was spent in prayer. Many interesting inci- 
dents occurred while we were in I . There was 

a lady past middle life that lived opposite the place 
of meeting, and was very despondent. She said it 
was no use for her to attend the services, for God 
had decided not to save her. At last by a special 
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invitation she came to the meeting, and at the first 
opportunity arose for prayer, and at once came out 
a bright Christian, and her despondency passed 
away. After we left the place there were to be ad- 
missions to the church, she among them^ but when 
the day arrived she joined the church triumphant in- 
stead of the church militant. 

Soon after the meetings began, the inquirers be- 
came witnesses for the hope they had found in 
Christ, adding interest to the meetings, which in- 
creased as the days passed on, and sometimes it was 
almost impossible to close the services on account of 
so many desiring to bear testimony. The last Sab- 
bath was a glorious time, many having accepted 
Christ, several of them splendid appearing young 
men. Among the converts was the uncle of my pa- 
tron, over eighty years old, which gave his nephew 
great joy. I remained there over the second Sab- 
bath, and all seemed grateful for the services that 
had been held. 

In after yejirs other services were held in the town 
by other workers, and I was told that nearly every 
one in town was converted. 

The visit in I had been so greatly blessed of 

the Lord and His leading had been so plainly mani- 
fested, I did not dare to think of a business life, or 
turning away from evangelistic work, lest I might 
go contrary to the will of Him who had so strange- 
ly led me. The visit to I was followed that 

winter by several weeks' work under the auspices 
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of the Connecticut state executive committee. 

We had become intimately acquainted with many 
active Christian workers in New Hampshire, but in 
Connecticut we were to have new assistants in song 
and word. We found that the same old, old story 
we had been telling in New Hampshire would move 
hearts anywhere if used by the Spirit of God. 

There had been unwise work at J before we 

began, but trusting in the Lord and His promise to 
grant wisdom if asked for, we continued to pray 
and labor to win souls to Him. We began on Wed- 
nesday and had good meetings through the week. 
On Sunday it was stormy all day. The Methodist 
presiding elder was present and preached in the 
forenoon. In the evening there were several young 
men present for the first time, and the services 
semed to take on power. On Monday evening sev- 
eral arose for prayers, and the meetings continued 
to deepen in interest to the end, closing with a good 
number becoming seekers for salvation, amons: 
them the son of one of the pastors, who had been 
backward previously in any move towards Christ. 
Soon after our leaving he was taken ill, and refer- 
ring to his past position he said in substance, "I am 
not now afraid to talk upon religion, nor to become 
a Christian," and he passed away rejoicing in the 
Saviour. 

We began meetings in K with a large audi- 
ence, mostly of young people, with the topic, "Liv- 
ing fgr Self or Christ." It was always our desire 
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to become acquainted with the people as soon as 
possible, and as introductions would take too much 
time, we usually at the close of the services in the 
evening went among the people taking them by the 
hand. Among those I spoke to the first evening 
was a bright young man, who showed by his looks 
that he was addicted to intemperance, though per- 
fectly sober at the time. When I asked him if he 
was a Christian, he replied, **I would like to be, but 
I cannot be/' I said, "O, yes, you can if you desire 
to be, for God loves you.'* 

In many of the meetings I have attended I have 
had an especial drawing to some one or more per- 
sons, and I could not put them out of my mind and 
have prayed for them, and in several instances be- 
fore the meetings closed, they confessed Christ. I 
was especially drawn to this young man, and en- 
deavored to become as intimate with him as I could. 
After a few services he arose for prayer, and I 
was much pleased. After that when one evening I 
gave an invitation he kept his seat and it troubled 
me. When the meeting closed I went to him and 
calling his name pleasantly, said : "Why didn't you 
arise tonight ?" With a sadness which went through 
me, he replied, "Mr. Folgcr, I don't think you un- 
derstand me." I said, "I think I do." (I had 
learned all about his business and habits. He then 
in a despairing tone, said, "Did you know that I was 
a drunkard and only twenty-two years of age ? Do 
you know what my business has been?" I kept 
silent and let him tell. 
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"I have been engaged in selling drugs and medi- 
cines and cigars, and that has taken me in places 
where I formed the appetite for drink, but 1 gave 
up my business before you came here." 

"I am real glad you have given up your busi- 
ness," I said, and he suddenly interrupted me, say- 
ing, "But I have got to go in those places now." I 
said, "What for?" He replied, "To collect the 
debts for goods I have sold." 

I was never put in such a place before! Here 
was a human soul before me, confiding in me, and 
standing between spiritual life and death. Silently 
asking God's guidance I said : 

"If you must go in these places again to collect 
your bills, remember you can take Christ .with you 
in the worst place on earth, only trust entirely in 
Him. 'Wherefore He is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing 
He ever liveth to make intercession for them.' Heb. 
7, 25. Do not fail to trust Him." 

I missed him after that in the meetings, and 
learned he was out of town. The last service he 
was there again, and when the invitation was given 
he was at once on his feet and said to me, "Mr. Fol- 
ger, I am trying to live a Christian life." Later 
when I was in an adjoining town he came over ap- 
parently rejoicing in the Lord, and I heard of him 
afterwards as doing well. 

There was a young man in one place who attend- 
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ed the meetings who seemed very angry when I per- 
sonally invited him to accept Christ. He had been 
guilty of a serious breach of the peace, but the as- 
sailed, being a relative, would not appear against 
himi, so he was at liberty. After he had one day 
spoken to me very harshly against becoming a 
Christian, I asked him to take home with him a card 
that had come in my hands, such as I seldom us«d, 
and it had on it the following words : 

"Stop, poor sinner, stop and think, 
Before you further go, 

Do not trifle on the brink 
Of everlasting woe. 

Hell beneath is gaping wide. 

Soon will come the dread command, 

Soon will stop your sport and pride, 
Or sink you with the damned." 

That night he came forward for prayers, and ap- 
parently accepted Christ. 

As I was riding with a friend in one place a 
young man was in the road coming towards us, and 
I asked my friend, "What is that young man's 
name ?" He replied, "O, he is one of the hard cases 
in town." I said, "I do not care for that, only I 
wish to learn his namie, and if he comes to the meet- 
ings I wish to be introduced to him." Although he 
was a total stranger, I was especially drawn to him. 
He came to the meetings and I made his acquaint- 
ance. At the last meeting I invited seekers for sal- 
vation to arise ; he was in one of the back seats, but 
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did not arise. I went back and said to him : "Come, 
my friend, give yourself to the Lord," and he arose 
and came forward, and afterward said : 

"When I came into this meeting I had no thought 
of becoming an inquirer, but when personally invit- 
ed, it was just what I had been waiting for for two 
years, and I am glad, Mr. Folger, you came to me.'* 

The meetings in the place closed with great bless- 
ing. 

We began meetings in L with union of two 

of the churches, and their pastors and members 
were in cordial sympathy. Some from the other 
church were present part of the time, apparently in- 
terested in the services. There was a prevailing 

sentiment in L (not held by the pastors) that 

scarcely any were regarded as Christians unless 
they took part publicly in every meeting whenever 
possible. While our teaching has ever been that it 
should be regarded a privilege as well as a duty to 
bear testimony for the Lord, we have also felt that 
it ought not to be laid down as an inviolable rule to 
judge Christian faith and character by ; we have be- 
lieved that God will care for that matter, as well as 
all other Christian obligations. 

A lady in this place arose for prayers, and on the 
next day her pastor called to converse with her, and 
(Mie of the first things she said was, "I can never be 
a Christian here, for I could never speak in meet- 
ing." The pastor wisely told her to think no more 
of that, but give herself to Christ, and He would 
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care for everything. The next evening our topic 
was, "What Think Ye of Christ?" and tiie meeting 
was thrown open for testimony, and to our surprise, 
from this lady came in clear words, one of the best 
testimonies of the evening. We believe some have 
been kept back from open confession of Christ by 
similar notions, as referred to in this community; 
on the other hand, occasionally one who can speak 
easily and often, has not the confidence of those by 
whom he is best known. We had young people's 
meetings, children's services, class meetings and, 
temperance reform club meetings, and almost every 
kind of service, and notwithstanding a hard snow 
storm, the attendance was good, and quite a large 
number started for the Kingdom of God. Among 
those converted was a bright young man, and he 
immediately went to work as a servant of the Lord, 
to use his influence upon other young men, to win 
them to Christ. He only lived about two years, but 
in that time he had led ten others to the Saviour. 

There was a young man about eighteen or nine- 
teen, who had been at work there, but the time of 
his engagement was up, and his mother living in 
another part of the state had written for him to 
come home; but he became interested in the meet- 
ings, and wishing to remain, paid no attention to hfs 
mother's command, so she came to the place to in- 
quire the reason of his disobedience. When she 
found her son as an inquirer for salvation, it made 
such an impression upon her that she herself joined 
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the company of inquirers, and mother and son went 
home rejoicing. 

We had a delightful ten days' visit with the oyster 
people in M , and learned more about the culti- 
vation of that edible than we ever knew before. We 
visited the oyster houses, where the ladies were at 
work, preparing the oysters for market, and when 
in the evening they were in numbers in the meet- 
ings, it would scarcely seem that they were the same 
people we saw at work so deftly opening oysters, 
and we could rejoice to see such a fulfilment of the 
words, "Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit; 
serving the Lord." They were free in testimony 
and prayer. We had the privilege of attending a 
meeting of railroad men in their association room. 
The traveling some of the time was very bad, melted 
snow and water making the roads almost impassa- 
ble, rubber boots alone making it possible to escape 
wet feet, but most of the time there was a good at- 
tendance, and we trust quite a number accepted 
Christ. 

To reach N after landing at a railroad sta- 
tion we had a long ride by teams. Quite an amus- 
ing episode occurred when on the way. The one 
who came after us had a pung. There were four of 
us, including the driver, and our baggage. We 
passed through a manufacturing village on our 
route, and near a factory was quite a steep side hill 
on the road, and when riding along that incline, just 
as wc were passing the factory, one of the runner 
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braces broke, and then came what reminded one of 
that quaint poem of the "One Hoss Shay," for there 
was a perfect collapse of the pung, the occupants 
and the baggage indiscriminately mixed, as all 
rolled together out in the snow, the pung a perfect 
wreck, and from the doors and windows of the fac- 
tory the operatives swarmed to enjoy the catas- 
trophe, which was certainly ludicrous, particularly 
when the mission of the wrecked party was con- 
cerned. We gathered up the fragments as best we 
could, and about that time a lumber team came 
along, going the same direction, and two of our 
party found ccoiveyance in that team. Our driver 
borrowed another pung and with the baggage the 
two others continued on the journey, towing the 
wrecked pung behind, and we all reached our desti- 
nation safely. 

There were three churches in N . The one 

where the meetings were held was on a hill. The 
minister was in hearty sympathy, and left nothing 
undone he could do for success, but his people did 
not want the meetings. They told him before we 
got there, "That the ground had been burned over 
so much by evangelistic work it would be no use to 
hold other meetings." Down in the valley was a 
church of not much strength, but the pastor and 
people did all possible to assist in the services and 
taking part. The third church was two miles 
away. They rallied in all the services with good 
numbers, the pastor and all in full sympathy, and a 
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stranger to the town would have supposed by their 
interest and activity that the church where the meet- 
ings were held was their own. 

There was a good attendance all through, and the 
interest deepening, but the faithlessness of the hill 
church was chilling indeed. But God overruled it 
all. He gpranted the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
^as inquirers continued to increase, our trust was 
made more full as the days went on. The last day 
of the services was wonderful, the attendance very 
large, in the evening a crowded house, aisles, plat- 
form, pews and all, many of the attendants strong 
young men. 

One of my assistants spoke from the text Ro- 
mans, 3, 1 8, "There is no fear of God before 
their eyes," and almost every c«ie in the house 
seemed to feel as he spoke as an ambassador of the 
Lord. A large number accepted Christ. My 
friend somehow obtained the names of all the in- 
quirers, and the next morning he asked our minis- 
ter to tell him how many of his people were on the 
list, and the pastor who had done so much to have 
the meetings could not count the number, I think, 
on the fingers of one hand, and the larger part of 
the blessing came to the church two miles away. 
This was not the only exception in results where 
similar conditions exist. While very seldcxm when 
we were where there were several churches in a vil- 
lage, we did not have the sympathy of all (though 
occasionally for reasons known to thetnsselves, some 
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church would not unite in the invitation), but when 
it was plainly manifested there was no sympathy, if 
a blessing followed the effort, the latter church 
would receive but little fruits of the work. We 
were careful not to publicly allude to any want of 
sympathy in any particular church if we noticed its 
existence. 

In O we were met cordially by the pastor, 

and the people seemed glad the time of meetings had 
come. We had with us one of the best workers in 
the state, but he was very particular about chang- 
ing his stopping place, especially his lodging. Sc»ne- 
times churches do not understand what some of the 
changes that are convenient to them cost an evan- 
gelist, who is on a constant strain of nerve, body 
and spirit. The writer has little to complain of in 
his long experience in this direction, as he has usu- 
ally made his especial desires known, and a glad 
compliance has followed, and in most places he has 
been royally cared for, but in the case of the one al- 
luded to he was shifted about to his disgust. 

In one of the services I told my friend I should 
read as the Scripture lesson the last part of Luke 9, 
and he requested me to read a few verses in the loth 
chapter. Not wishing to seem personal, I declined 
to do so. He said, "When / speak / will read them." 
And he did so, emphasizing the 7th verse, especially 
the last clause, *'Go not from house to house," and 
while in his talk he was not personal, everybody in 
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the house knew what was in his mind. Perhaps 
the rebuke was just, but I felt as I had many times 
before with Paul, i Corinthians, 6, 12, "All things 
are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedi- 
ent." Notwithstanding some of these unpleasant- 
nesses, the Lord granted His blessing on the work, 
and if local entertainment planned for the near fu- 
ture did not neutralize the effect of the meetings, 
souls were won for the Lord. 

We spent a very pleasant nine days' series of 
meetings in P . The people seemed ready to re- 
ceive the truth, as truth spoken in their personal in- 
terest. Sympathy in our work abounded from all, 
and co-operation in every movement we suggested 
that success might come. The children in the Sun- 
day school were glad to hear of the Saviour, about 
whom they had been taught by their teachers, and 
rejoiced that they were loved by Him. The servic- 
es began with a good religious interest, and contin- 
ued to deepen until the close, and a good number 
confessed Christ. 

The church in Q received us gladly. 

We were made to feel at home from the begin- 
ning. 

The formality that is sonnetimes perceived even 
in evangelistic meetings seemed to be absent, and it 
was as a family of Christians and seekers of salva- 
tion, we had met to consider our Master's business. 
The first invitation given there were a few who 
^ook a stand for Christ, and as the days went on the 



i 



268 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

interest increased. We had a grand "thank meet- 
ing," the leader reading Psalm 107, and many 
verses were repeated in response. Satan was not 
entirely absent, but with the largest audience he 
showed his "repellant force" to confuse if possible, 
but his influence was overcome, and a large number 
became inquirers. 

The writer had a delightful time with the chil- 
dren, their bright faces and close attenticm, and 
manifesting a real desire to learn of Christ, making 
it easy to tell them "the old, old story." I asked 
one of eleven or twelve if she would like to be a 
Christian, and she replied with a sweet spirit, "I 
would like to be a Christian ever so much." One 
only seven years old came to me and asked me to 
"explain to her what it was to be a Christian." I 
told the children an incident that occurred in one of 
our meetings in another place that when I was in- 
viting persons who wanted to become Christians to 
come forward, a little girl whispered, to her mother, 
"Mamma, isn't it about time I let people know I 
wanted to be a Christian?" The mother told her, 
"Yes, and if you would like, I will go forward with 
you," and they both came, and the girl became an 
earnest believer in Christ. 

After relating this incident, I asked the children, 
all who thought it was time to raise their hands, and 
nearly if not all did so. One of the deacons of the 
church turned to the minister and said, "We must 
watch those uplifted hands." This is what pareptss 
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and other Christians should do to watch with lov- 
ing, tender care the children, and if it was faithfully- 
done, a great proportion of children would come to 
Christ. One afternoon in the second week, a little 
while before the service began, I answered the door 
bell at the house where I was stopping, and a lady 
was there who said she would like to see the lady of 
the house, and when they met, both went up stairs. 
In a little while they came down, and the caller was 
introduced, and left alone with me. To my surprise 
she said, "Mr. Folger, I want to make a confession 
to you." I told her I had never seen her before, 
and could not understand her meaning. She then 
said, "I have kept away from your meetings because 
I was afraid if I attended I should be converted," 
and then said she "wanted to be a Christian." I 
asked her if she was to attend the service that after- 
noon. "Yes," she replied. "Will you arise if I 
give opportunity?" "Yes." "Will you tell the peo- 
ple what you have just told me?" "I will if I can." 

I had not intended to give an invitation that af- 
ternoon, but when the service had nearly closed, I 
invited "any new cases of inquiry to arise, but any 
who had already arisen were requested to keep their 
seats ;" this lady and another arose. 

After they were seated I said, "If any one has a 
word to say, now is an opportunity." The lady 
tried to get on her feet, but could scarcely find 
strength, so to save her from embarrassment, I said, 

''One of the ladies who has arisen this afternoon 
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has kept away from the meetings because she was 
afraid of being converted, but now she wants to 
confess Qirist, and desires your prayers/' and a 
melting time followed. She came to me at the close 
of the meeting and thanked me for saying what I 
did. I usually made it a point not to speak to an- 
other whatever an inquirer had said to me privately 
or confidentially, but in this instance I felt it to be 
my duty. Ten or eleven years afterwards we held 

meetings in Q again, and I met this lady, and 

she was a consistent believer in Christ. 

In our second visit we found the church fully pre- 
pared for a great harvest of souls. For a time 
meetings had been held in the district schoolhouses; 
not only the usual way of prayer meetings, but hav- 
ing the salvation of souls the end in view, and we 
realized full well the meaning of John 4, 36, 38, of 
sowing and reaping, and we had one of the most 
precious experiences of our work in seeing so many 
come to Christ. Although several years had passed 
the influence of our first visit was apparent in dif- 
ferent directions ; one was an entire consecration of 
those who had found Christ, and a giving up of 
worldliness by church members, which if indulged 
in sometimes paralyzes the most earnest religious 
eflFort. We shall have that community as one of 
our most pleasant remembrances. 

There was a very interesting feature in our work 
in Connecticut, that we did not find so many classes 
of people to meet as in some sections of other states. 
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Those we met were either saints or sinners. We 
heard little of different Isms, that the profession of 
in many cases means an unwillingness to confess 
Christ before men. We met little of so-called in- 
fidelity, so our course was plain, to lovingly preach 
"Christ and Him crucified," "man a sinner and 
Christ a Saviour," and we felt that the responses 
made to our invitations to accept Christ were from 
convicted souls, sincerely desiring peace with God. 

Having a few days to spare after being in Con- 
necticut, by invitation of one of our old and true 
friends, with whcwn we had had previous seasons of 
spiritual rejoicing in New Hampshire, we occupied 
his pulpit in his large church in R , Massachu- 
setts. There was a desire expressed by pastor and 
people that I should remain with them the following 
week. As it was unexpected by the community 
previously, and no extended notice had been given, 
the first evening the audience was not very large, 
but afterwards the attendance was all that could be 
desired. Residents of the city, and workers from 
abroad, temporarily tarrying in the place, assisted 
in the services. There were a great many children 
and young people in the place, and the Sabbath 
school was a busy place for so many to gather. The 
pastor was skilled in the use of the black board, 
making the gathering exceedingly profitable. 

We also had an especially interesting children's 
service on Saturday afternoon, and from what they 
'usually received from the pastor and the help from 
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the stranger, the good done will only be known in 
eternity. The seccHid Sabbath was a season of great 
blessing, and a goodly number confessed their de- 
sire and intention to accept Christ as their Saviour. 
All through the period of the writer's work as an 
evangelist he has regarded it as a special duty, as 
well as a gjeat privilege to become acquainted with 
every form of religious work that was in his power, 
by reading the writings of others who had had ex- 
perience, and conversation with evangelists and any 
way to be better furnished for his work. He has 
attended religious conventions in different states, 
and several times attended Mr. Moody's summer 
conferences in Northfield, and gained inspiration 
from them. That he might come into fellowship 
with the worldwide work of Young Men's Christian 
associations, he attended the world's conference in 
London, England. And wherever he has found op- 
portunity to get a better knowledge of the Bible, he 
has endeavored to improve it. And in every way 
that study would assist he has had a constant press- 
ing desire to learn how to win souls to Christ, and 
this has been his chief desire since called, as he be- 
lieves, by God, to evangelistic work, and any calls 
he has been ready to accede to that Christ might be 
honored and souls saved. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



A New Departure. 



Tet there shall be a space between you and it, about 
two thousand cubits by measure; come not near 4into 
it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go; 
for ye haye not passed this way heretofore. Joshua 3:4. 



AS WAS stated in the outset, the evangelistic 
work in which the writer engaged, with the 
exception of one year in Connecticut, was under the 
auspices of the State Executive Committee of 
Yqung Men's Christian Associations and the evan- 
gelical churches of New Hampshire as State Secre- 
tary, he also having the general oversight of local 
association work, arranging for state conventions 
and the like. 

But for several years there had been influences at 
work all over the country to separate all labor un- 
der the name of Y. M. C. A. from general evangel- 
istic work with mixed audiences, and we were re- 
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peatedly told by the Intemati(»ial committee of Y. 
M. C. A. and some others, that our New Hampshire 
work was detrimental to the advance of deiinite 
work for young men — "that no matter how greatly 
the blessing of the Master might rest upon it, it was 
an illegitimate thing to be carried on under the as- 
sociation name," as "Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciations were organized especially for young men" 
No fault was found with the work itself, or the 
workers, but only its hindrance to deiinite work for 
young men. 

After the work was begun in Massachusetts in 
January, 1872, every New England state adopted it, 
and success followed the efforts. In one year in 
one county in Maine, it was estimated that two thou- 
sand were converted to Christ, but from the influ- 
ence referred to one state after another abandoned 
it, and as the last one, New Hampshire, yielded to 
the judgement of others, and under the former aus- 
pices evangelistic work in New England became a 
thing of the past, and nothing at first appeared to 
take its place. 

"At the time when 'Progressive Orthodoxy' had 
begun to question the inspiration of the Scriptures, 
the fall of man, the atonement, and eternal punish- 
ment, men and women of strong convictions, in 
evangelistic lines of thought, and who were not only 
evangelistic, but evangelical as well, felt that the 
fundamental truths of the gospel ought to be zeal- 
ously defended, and their position gave zest to the 
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conference which culminated in the organization of 
the EvangeUstic Association of New England in 
1887." 

For quite a while the writer had been urged to 
labor under their auspices, and at the beginning of 
1890 he became a member, and has since been con- 
nected with that organization. The main differ- 
ence in the work being that while formerly his work 
was confined mostly to New Hampshire, it has since 
been anywhere in New England, and all responsi- 
bility for local or state work for associations ceased, 
and his time and energies were given to direct 
evangelistic work. 

The first call under the new departure was in 

S , a quaint old town in Massachusetts down by 

the sea. The pastor of one of the churches was 
one with whom I had labored in another parish in 
New Hampshire with great joy. Several of the 
early years of the writer were spent upon the sea, 
and when that fact became known, those of a sim- 
ilar life were pleased to attend the services, and 
listen attentively to words from an old sailor, and 
the sweet songs from an accomplished singer. 
There was one noticeable thing there, which even 
to a sailor seemed strange. Although it was a sea- 
port, there were more "captains" among the men 
present than the writer ever met before in a meet- 
ing. 

It seemed as though almost every man had that 
title, so it must have been a pleasant retreat for that 
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class, or rather such graduates from a sailor's life 
as chose that place for their home. Though there 
were blustering winds and some damp days, the at- 
tendance was good, and some from other towns at- 
tended the meetings. The interest seemed to deep- 
en from the beginning, a good number started in the 
Way of Life, and we were requested to remain an- 
other week in the other church near by. Though 
local appointments interrupted one service, the in- 
terest increased to the end, and quite a large num- 
ber apparently fully decided for Christ. 

We were, from a sailor's standpoint, somewhat 
amused to hear sea phrases we had not heard for a 
long time. One of the "captains," a jolly kind of a 
man, was converted early in the meetings, so when 
I invited inquirers to come forward, he having ac- 
cepted Christ, did not come. But as he was sitting 
a little back and rejoicing to see the work go on, and 
one and another coming forward, he with exultation 
would shout, "That is it, let her rip,'' a sailor phrase, 
used when a vessel has full sail and a stiff breeze, 
and is plowing her way over the sea ; but it seemed 
a novel expression in a gospel meeting ; but in that 
place it did not appear irreverent. 

There were peculiar local obstacles that I found 
nowhere else. If these could have been removed 
the prospect was for a sweeping work of grace 
throughout the town. 

By invitation we were with one of the churches 
about six week later, spending a week of enjoyment 
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with them, and we trust to the spiritual blessing of 
the community. 

T was a town largely made up with those 

some way connected with the sea, and in that re- 
spect the common people were in sympathy with the 
leader, and believing that faithful sowing of the seed 
will bring fruitage some time, we continued the 
work with gladness, though there were hindrances 
that an evangelist could have at once perceived. 
The attendance was good, and in both the churches 
where the meetings were held, there was the closest 
attention paid by the eager listeners, some of them 
coming out on the Lord's side. While there was 
considerable conviction, there was also a timidity in 
openly confessing Christ. In several cases there 
was marked evidence of kindness and personal sym- 
pathy with the workers. 

We were pleased to visit the town of U , 

where we also had many sailors in the audiences. 
There were several reasons why we gladly antici- 
pated our visit there. One of the pastors we had 
met in other fields. In the home city of the writer, 
some time previous, there was a city missionary, 
who told his story as follows: When he was six 
years old his father went to sea, leaving his mother 
very poor, and for a long time she heard nothing 
from her husband, and supposed him dead, and she 
and her boy were for a time compelled to be cared 
for by the town where they lived. As he grew old- 
er and his mother was able to earn her living, he 
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was inclined to be a minister of the gospel, and at 
last attained that object, and when I first ni;et him 
he had been a preacher for several years, and it was 
my privilege to assist him with a series of meetings 
in a field he then occupied in New Hampshire, a 
rich blessing attending the effort. 

In the meanwhile the mother finding employment 
cared well for herself in another town from where 
she lived when her husband went to sea, and when 
he returned he could find no trace of her or her boy. 

The son after a while had a family of his own, 
and when fifty-eight years old, saw something in a 
paper that indicated the name of his father, living a 
long distance from their early home. With a curi- 
osity he went to that place, and when riding on the 
stage saw a man at a blacksmith shop, and inquiring 
of the driver, found that man bore the same name as 
his father, and after fifty-two years' separation 
father and son met under such peculiar circumstanc- 
es. He found his father had married again, and 
brought up a family, but his second wife was dead, 
and he was living with his children in the town 
where we were to hold meetings, and I was desir- 
ous to see some of his second family, for before our 
meetings the father had passed away. On finding 
his father, he brought him to his home, and in the 
association room in Concord, his mother met her 
husband after so long a separation, but they con- 
cluded not to live together again. 

Another reason I desired to visit U and 
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T was the historic memories, for in the bay 

bordering on those towns, the Pilgrim fathers found 
their first anchorage, and I could imagine how 
dreary the sand dunes looked to them that cold win- 
ter day in the olden time; but God was there, and 
that was enough for those heroic souls, who left all 
behind them to find freedom to worship. 

One striking peculiarity we found in U was 

that they had little sleighing in the winter, the salt 
air soon melting the snow. I was told that there 
were but two or three sleighs in the town. We 
landed at the station just after a hard snow storm, 
and strange to say, the drifts in the roads were so 
deep that we had to remain three or four hours in 
the station before the roads were broken out so we 
could get to our stopping place, and then passing 
through drifts as deep as the horse that was convey- 
ing us. 

There were two churches in the part of the town 
where the meetings were held, and they united cor- 
dially in some of the services held in each church. 
The attendance was not very large, the weather was 
unfavorable, and the religious interest had not been 
prominent for a long time, but a good number start- 
ed in the Way of Life. 

It was their earnest desire that we visit them 
again, so after filling other appointments we spent 
another week in the town. The attendance was bet- 
ter than on the first visit, and the interest deep, and 
some inquirers, and among the converts were some 
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prominent people. I think one of the churches had 
not received any additions for nine years. The 
people were much blessed with the meetings. This 
gratitude so often and earnestly expressed, when we 
have participated in Christian fellowship with some 
of these poor struggling churches is part of the 
''hundred fold" an evangelist enjoys. 

When we began meetings in V we had to de- 
pend upon local or neighboring singers to lead in 
song, as our regular song leader was sick at home. 
There were two evangelical churches in the place, 
and they united in perfect harmony. There was 
plain evidence that there had been faithful preach- 
ing and earnest work in the community. It was no 
fault of these churches that obstacles under a relig- 
ious name existed, and the young people at school 
and elsewhere, had to hear sneering and ridicule, 
not usually favorable to an open confession of 
Christ. 

During our stay in V of two weeks, four or 

five public dances were appointed. Flaring posters 
were displayed announcing meetings, with topics 
evidently intended to neutralize evangelical truth, 
but with these things to hinder a work of grace, we 
went on with the services, trusting in the Divine One. 
The very first invitation a number arose as inquirers, 
and they continued to arise to the end, a goodly 
number offering themselves to the Lord. The sec- 
ond week our singer was with us. The weather a 
good part of the time was unfavorable, rain, snow 
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and cold. There was a strengthening of faith and 
hope evident as the meetings continued. 

Quite an amusing incident occurred the last even- 
ing. It was snowing hard, and considering the 
weather, there was a good audience. In the centre 
of the ceiling of the beautiful church was a ventilat- 
or, and directly under the ventilator was a large 
chandelier with glass lamps, over which was a large 
Flint reflector. Just before the preaching ser- 
vice a collection was suggested, and as the collectors 
were moving among the audience there came a 
sound above like the firing of a bunch of fire-crack- 
ers, and a scattering of hot glass, as one and anoth- 
er in rapid succession the lamp chimneys were 
broken by the slight snow blowing through the ven- 
tilator. The audience scattered like frightened 
sheep, and the amusing climax of all was to see 
faithful collectors, not to be diverted from their 
duty, running after the alarmed audience as they 
went in different directions. The lights were ex- 
tinguished as soon as possible, and the adjacent 
chapel lighted, and we continued the services as if 
nothing unusual had happened. 

We have sometimes been cheered by receiving let- 
ters from those who had become especially interest- 
ed in our meetings, and this experience we had after 
leaving V stating how much help had been re- 
ceived from our words. I referred to the number 
of dances arranged while our meetings were in 
progress. I was told a lady there came to her pas- 
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tor, and asked to have her name taken from the 
church roll. "If/' she said, "I cannot belong to the 
church and dance, I want to withdraw;" a plain 
choice between associations with dancers and fel- 
lowship with God's professed people. I wonder if 
she read the Saviour's words, Matthew xviii., 20, 
"For where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them," before 
she made the choice ? 

We had a very pleasant visit in W . As the 

writer traveled so much in New England, and was 
so well known, it was an experience to seldom visit 
any place without finding some one who had met 
him, or some of his friends. In this place he had 
the privilege of meeting relatives he had never be- 
fore seen, which was indeed pleasant. We found a 

pastor and people in W glad to welcome us to 

their church, and the hospitality of their homes, and 
although most of the time it was muddy walking, 
rain and thick weather, yet there was a good at- 
tendance. 

Our methods at first seemed somewhat novel and 
unexpected, but after a while received the sympathy 
of the people. The pastor's health was impaired, 
and while he desired to be in all the services he was 
sometimes obliged to be absent. A peculiar feature 
of the meetings was a number of well grown boys 
were intensely interested, and a good number of dif- 
ferent ages desired the prayers of God's people. At 
the last service there were a large number of un- 
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converted persons present, who seemed greatly in- 
terested. The glad thanks spoken to us personally at 
the close, and the warm hand grasps with the fare- 
well words, showed the appreciation of efforts we 
had made, to be helpful, and the correspondence we 
had after leaving was very encouraging, one writ- 
ing that the last prayer offered in the meetings was 
the moving cause of her conversion. 

Once more we had a week's service in X 

with a minister with whom we had labored in other 
fields, and as always happened under such circum- 
stances we were glad to again work together. Al- 
though part of the time it was bad traveling, there 
was a good attendance, quite a proportion of the au- 
diences being strong young men. As often happens 
when a church is not entirely filled, the body seats 
in front will be the vacant ones, and sometimes we 
found the people disliked to move, but here was a 
readiness when requested to move, to fill the front 
seats, which is always an indication of sympathy 
and an absence of wilfulness. 

Having in our experience seen so many children 
come to Christ, and in after years when visiting the 
place again, to find them strong in the Lord, we 
have wondered that occasionally we found a neglect 
of religious training of children, or an unbelief in 
child piety, even with those who professed them- 
selves to be Christians. In this place, there was one 
bright girl of eleven years in attendance, and I was 
told it was the first time in her life that she had 
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been inside a church, and some of her relatives and 
friends were not ignorant or irreligious, but doubt- 
less did not believe in child piety. This girl's home 
was a little way out, but she had friends living in 
the village. 

One of my helpers stopping at a house in the vil- 
lage, found a girl about sixteen, who arose for 
prayers in the meetings; in her home afterwards, 
when in family worship conducted by the brother, 
she could not repeat the Lord's prayer with others 

in concert. The meetings in X closed with 

several at the altar desiring to be children of the 
Lord. The writer has rejoiced to find in later vis- 
its in places a marked change for the better in ref- 
erence to the difficulty referred to. 

During the many years of the writer's labors as 
an evangelist, he has many times worked with pas-^ 
tors when they have been in different churches, and 
with some of these has formed strong and tender 
attachments. We had learned their wishes, and they 
have become accustomed to our methods, and usu- 
ally at the beginning the people are prepared to 
render all needed aid. We met such a pastor in 

Y , Massachusetts, and were not disappointed 

in the sympathy of the people. It was a busy man- 
ufacturing village, sa not many attended the day 
services. There were other attractions to take the 
attention of the people, both in Y and other vil- 
lages near by, so the attendance of unconverted was 
not large in all the services as we could have wished, 
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but the religious interest was good, and deepened to 
the close, and several arose for prayers. A large 
number came to us and told how greatly they had 
been helped by the services. One lady said she was 
helped fourteen or fifteen years previous in our 
meetings in New Hampshire, by being told, "to be 
a Christian was to live as such, a minute at a time.'' 

Sometimes greater ultimate results followed the 
revival of interest in the church members than in an 
apparent awakening of the unconverted, when the 
church was not ready to care for them. No Chris- 
tian worker knows how in after days, and some- 
times years, seed that was sown in weakness may 
bring forth fruit in the Master's name. 

The next place we visited was the old New Eng- 
land city of Z that in former years carried on 

^an extensive foreign mercantile trade; but in that 
particular it, at the time of our visit, had lost some 
of its former prestige. In one respect we had a 
dread of attempting meetings there, as it was con- 
sidered by some as a hard place to do religious 
work; "coldness and worldliness among Christians 
and an indifference to outside help ;" but for several 
reasons we were glad to accept the invitation of the 
pastor of one of the churches, a little outside the 
business centre. 

We had learned to love the pastor who invited us, 
from an intimate acquaintance in former years, 
when coming from being a mill operative, he assist- 
ed us for several months, and from our work ac- 
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cepted his first pastorate. One of the pastors of 

Z , who had been longest in the city, in his days 

preparation for the pulpit, had assisted us for a 
while in the early years of our work. Another pas- 
tor of the city we had met under pleasant circum- 
stances in another field of labor. And we were to 
again meet one of our dearest friends, then at the 
time with his partner, extensive manufacturers in 
the city, both of whom years before publicly con- 
fessed Christ as their Saviour, in a meeting held in 
their shoe factory in New Hampshire. And there 
were other attractions, so the idea of it being a hard 
place for religious work was forgotten with so 
many causes of exceeding joy. The pastors of all 
the churches in the city gave us their sympathy and 
assistance. 

The senior pastor, who for so many years had 
been connected with the church where the meetings 
were held, though not then in active work, assisted 
us by work and prayer. We had excellent meet- 
ings for the three weeks we were with this people. 
Deep conviction was apparent from the first. The 
attendance at the day meetings was mostly by Chris- 
tians, but in the evenings a good number of uncon- 
verted were present, and a large number took their 
stand upon the Lord's side. We ourselves enjoyed 
the services, and in the farewell meeting the people 
left with us many kind words. 

As already referred to, in the intervals between 
regular evangelistic meetings we supplied pulpits, 
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attended conferences of our association, church fel- 
lowship gatherings, and held ourselves in readiness 
for any services where we might be helpful. We 
were helped ourselves, and endeavored to help oth- 
ers by attending by invitation a workers' ccttiference 
at Crescent Beach, Mass. Such services outside 
regular evangelistic work relieve an evangelist from 
a continual strain in one direction, of personal re- 
sponsibility of conducting meetings, and fit him for 
future work, coming from them refreshed and 
filled with new thoughts. 

After a little recreation in the direction suggested 
we started for A y one of the hill towns of Mas- 
sachusetts, remarkable for its peculiar location and 
circumstances connected with it. Failing to con- 
nect with a train that would take us to their station 
at 3 p. m., where a conveyance was to await us, and 
a mistake of the telegraph operator in sending our 
message stating the failure, to a town of same name 
in another state, and hearing nothing from us, it 
being Saturday, the driver of the team supposed we 
would not be there until Monday, so left the station 
for his homte. 

We arrived finally at the station at about 8.15 p. 
m., and no one being there to meet us, we engaged 
a livery team and inquired how far the ride was to 
be, and was told, "It is about four miles from there 
to this place, but you will think it six miles from 
here there on account of its elevation." When we 
reached the pastor's house he was getting ready for 
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his Sunday service, disappointed that the help he 
had expected had not put in an appearance. We 
soon had matters adjusted ready to begin the meet- 
ings on the morrow, though we had to wait for most 
of our baggage until Monday. The church was lo- 
cated on a ledge, the highest elevation in the state 
of a church east of the Hoosac range. We were 
told that when it rained the water from one side the 
roof found its way to the sea by one river, and from 
the other side by another river running in another 
direction. The pastor was a man of large experi- 
ence. He gave us a warm greeting and a hearty 
co-operation during our stay. Some of the natural 
scenery and the name of the town carried me back 
in memory to early years, when as a boy I looked 
many times upon the majestic range of mountains 
stretching the length of South America, and for a 
little while I could be a boy again. It was not a 
large church, and many of the unconverted in the 
town were non-church-goers, but towards the last 
there was a better attendance. 

There were some serious obstacles in the com- 
munity, such as usually hinder a work of grace. We 
had some precious house visitations. Those who 
attended the meetings seemed to be greatly helped. 
Qose attention was paid, and for the number at- 
tending there was a good number of inquirers. We 
were safely carried the "four miles" to the station, 
and rejoiced that we had been privileged to meet 
that people. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Itinerating in New England. 



After these things the Lord appointed other seventy, 
also, and sent them two and two before His face into 
every city and place, whither He Himself would come. 
Luke 10:1. 



WE FOUND ourselves in a few days in the 
town of B , where we had been at other 

times during our work as an evangelist. There 
were two churches and we held part of the services 
in each church, the experienced pastors giving all 
aid in their power. We met many friends of olden 
time, and with the good audiences, close attention, 
kind words, and the Holy Spirit's power manifested 
in a great measure all through the services, it would 
have been difficult not to enjoy the fortnight stay 
with that people. The ministers' hearts were 
cheered to witness fruit appearing from their faith- 
ful sowing, The people felt that they wanted to 
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do what they could to defray the expenses of the 
work, and they were so liberal, that the "town crit- 
ic" in his newspaper manifested his poignant grief 
at such a use of their means. 

There have always been some incidents or cir- 
cumstances in every place visited that gave us joy. 

We were in C , a place of great wealth, it being 

a summer resort for business men from our large 
cities, though not especially noted for its deep piety. 
Politics were having an exciting run at the time of 
our visit ; a three days' Catholic fair and dance, pat- 
rcttiized probably by some nominal Protestants, and 
some unkind criticism of our methods, and in cer- 
tain directions a want of sympathy, did not help to 
make our work easy. The services were all in one 
church, but local reasons prevented as large attend- 
ance as we were accustomed to see. Those who did 
attend seemed to be deeply interested, some back- 
sliders were newly awakened, and new cases started 
in the Way of Life, and we were glad to hear after 
our leaving that others had come over on the Lord's 
side. The leader was made glad to unexpectedly 
meet some from his native place, which was many 
miles away, and one of them was an old schoolmate 
he had not seen for many years, and recalled old 
school days. 

In some instances we were invited to hold meet- 
ings with Young Men's Christian Associations, as 
they were usually for men only, the audiences were 
not as large as when held with the churches, and for 
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such meetings other public gatherings are not so 

willingly postponed. The first meeting in D 

there was a lecture in one of the churches by one from 
India, and the same evening was a great rally to 
celebrate the somewhat unexpected political victory. 
A few met with us and seemed to enjoy and receive 
benefit from the service, nearly every one present tak- 
ing some part. The second evening we were invit- 
ed to meet a good number in one of the churches, and 
by invitation several arose for prayers. The other 
meetings until Sunday were held in the association 
rooms. 

Sunday morning I was invited to preach in the 
church where the other gospel meetings of the week 
was held. There was deep interest and at close of 
the service some became inquirers. Sunday after- 
noon others arose at the rooms. In the evening we 
were invited into the other church. Though it was 
rainy and very dark, a large audience assembled, 
and deep conviction settled upon the unconverted, 
and a good number responded to the invitation to 
confess Qirist. 

Again we were with an association in E , and 

a privilege already referred to was repeated. We 
met several friends of our boyhood days. There 
was a fair attendance, considering all the circum- 
stances. Tuesday was a lecture for "wheelmen/' 
which, of course, would attract just the young men 
we would like at our meetings, but we had a fair 
number notwithstanding. Wednesday evening just 
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as we began the service there was an alarm of fire., 
and the stampede, of course, stopped all services. 
The next day was a missionary meeting in one of 
the churches, but we had a good audience in the as- 
sociaticm rooms, and good interest. In the evening 
was a dramatic entertainment in the large hall, a 
band playing in the street before beginning, but we 
had a good number, and some arose for prayers. 
The next evening by invitation we held a meeting 
in a large vestry with a full house; all present 
seemed greatly interested, and others took a stand 
for Christ. Saturday evening we held our meet- 
ings in the association rooms ; at the same time our 
singer was in a meeting for women in a church ves- 
try; in both places some arose for prayers. Sim- 
day we held a boys' meeting, and later a men's 
meetings in the association hall, both with a large at- 
tendance. In the evening the closing service was 
in (Mie of the churches, with a packed audience, and 
a number were turned away for lack of room, and 
the best service of the week was enjoyed, God's 
blessing resting upon all. 

After an all day of rain and a dark Monday even- 
ing we were again in Connecticut, and we began 

a meeting in F , with the topic "An Offering 

Well Pleasing to God," with a good spirit pervad- 
ing the service. During our stay in F we had 

the presence of several from abroad, ministers and 
others, and all through the week there was a good 
attendance. 
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From the first there was convicting power, and 
a good number arose for prayer. An interesting 
incident occurred Sabbath morning. I was the first 
one in the church. Soon there came in a gentle- 
man, and he asked me if we ever sang, "Throw Out 
the Life Line ?" I told him we did sometimes, and 
he requested it to be sung that forenoon, and I 
found to my surprise he was the author of the 
hymn, who favored us with his presence, and we 
enjoyed his earnest words, as in the service he ad- 
dressed us on the topic, "Heaven's Truest Emblem, 
a Christian Home." Quite a number during the 
week's service expressed a desire to be saved. 

We were glad to meet the pastor in G , as we 

had pleasant memories from holding meetings with 
him in another parish in the same state years before. 

G was the first real factory village in all its 

parts that we had visited. Not only the large fac- 
tories, but almost every building in the village, were 
owned by the corporations. Everywhere it seemed 
neat and comfortable, as betokened a thrifty village. 
The hall where the usual Sunday services were con- 
ducted and where our meetings were held, belonged 
to the factory people, and the needed financial ob- 
ligations of worship were met by them. It was a 
unique experience to us, though we thought we had 
held meetings with so many different surroundings, 
that there was little new in that line to enjoy. The 
one especial feature in a religious line was the Sun- 
day school, which was very large, the operatives in 
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the factories attending in a mass; more than were 
accustomed to attend the regular Sabbath preaching 
service. 

Taking the situation just as we found it, and as- 
sured by the pastor and some devoted Christians, 
that we should have sympathy and co-operation, we 
gladly spent a fortnight with the people. A good 
number of the operatives that we met were bright, 
intelligent young men from England, and we en- 
joyed services with them. In a Sunday school class 
of young men, it pleased them* much to know that I 
had visited their English home town, and could talk 
about interests they were acquainted with ; and I es- 
pecially learned of one from that town who was su- 
perintendent of a large boys' reformatory when I 
was there, and who afterwards came to Lawrence, 
Mass., and there had died. 

This man was a Catholic priest (startle not, read- 
er, I am not a Roman Catholic) ; we were once in a 
railroad car in England, and the only other one in 
our compartment was a blatant infidel, who began 
his conversation with us by finding fault with 
Christianity. We discussed the matter with him 
during our ride, and no listener could have per- 
ceived from what we said, which was the Catholic 
or which the Protestant, and we found there were 
fundamental truths that we both believed, and the 
peculiar tenets of Catholicism and Protestantism 
were not referred to, though when we began the 
discyssion no agreement was m^de betwe^ th^ 
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priest and myself what line of argument we should 
pursue, but only a mental determination of both to 
confute the infidel. Considering the circumstanc- 
es and the parties involved, it was the most unique 
discussion I ever engaged in, and we both hoped 
the infidel carried away something to remember. 
There were precious fruits followed our fortnight 
in G . 

We had arranged to be in H ^two weeks, but 

as another town wanted us, they agreed that the 
other town should have one week of their time. 
Only one church gave the invitaticm; the other 
churches were a little distance away. We had a 
welcome greeting on this, the first time, meeting 
that people. Not long before our coming, there 
had been a wonderful work of grace, following the 
labors of another evangelist, and as sometimes hap- 
pens, the unconverted who resisted the Spirit then, 
were shy of our meetings, not caring to risk impres- 
sion being again received that they had once resist- 
ed; therefore, while there was a good attendance, 
especially in the day meetings, nearly all who were 
present were Christians. Sometimes under such 
circumstances comparisons are made in reference to 
different methods of the different evangelists. 

We were glad to be used to strengthen the faith 
of the older Christians, as well as more fully con- 
firming those lately brought to Christ. This is one 
great advantage of evangelistic work, sometimes too 
little thought of. The unconverted who djd attend 



i 



236 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

received a blessing, and several apparently decided- 
ly accepted Christ, and wished to be counted among 
His followers. The friendliness of the people was 
delightful, and many kind words were said when 
we were to leave them. The week this place gave 

up was spent in Q , as referred to in Chapter 

Eleven, page 211. 

In H there were some peculiar features not 

always manifest. Some of the time it was stormy, 
rain or snow, but the weather affected the size of 
the audiences less than in almost any place we had 
visited. It has been said by some that there have 
been ministers who seemed to endeavor to imitate 
ways and methods of men holding high positions in 
the church, to "ape" others, but we never supposed 
it led to much success. (We do not imply this was 

the case with either of the ministers in H , for 

we noticed no such thing, only refer to it as an il- 
lustration). But we have ever believed that an 
evangelist should of all men be himself in word and 
deed, seeking continually the Divine help that what- 
ever gifts God has intrusted him with, be consecrated 
to His service. Not but he has faults, which every 
true evangelist realizes to be too true, and he should 
strive to correct them, but to attempt to imitate an- 
other when it is not his own nature, we believe 
brings failure. 

It was evident in H that there was a desire 

in some directions to "steady the ark." Our simple 
methods were not wholly approved, and in conse- 
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quence we could not feel that liberty conducive to 
success. There was a good attendance and an ap- 
parent deep interest, and a few became inquirers. 
We were pleased at the last service to see so many 
unconverted remain at the second meeting, though 
they would not openly confess Qirist,but we learned 
that afterwards there was a good work of grace in 
the community. 

The obstacles to successful evangelistic work are 
various. They differ in different places; some of 

them cannot well be overcome. In I , Mass., 

we found able ministers, and they were at all times 
ready to take any part in the services desired, but 
for peculiar reasons, one had lost the sympathy of 
the people, and while we never intended to have any 
thing to do with any complaint against a minister, 
when such things occur they cannot be kept out of 
sight. But the people seemed to be desirous of a 
blessing. We had labored with good success in a 
field where one of the ministers formerly preached, 
and while we had never met with him personally 

previous to our coming to I , the prestige of the 

work in his former field, filled him with an earnest 
desire to do all he possibly could to aid and encour- 
age us, and with a consecration that was sincere, 
and ^ trust in the Divine promises that always is 
pleasing to God, he was with us, endeavoring to 
know and do God's will. Notwithstanding the ap- 
parent hindrances the Spirit directed to a glorious 
work. For the size of the place there was a good 
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attendance, and a good number came on the Lord's 
side. The fortnight we were with that people we 
remember with pleasure. 

Turning our course to the north, we found our- 
selves after quite a long journey, again in Maine. 
An invitation came to us from one we had met in 
New Hampshire, but was then pastor of a church in 

Maine, and we gladly accepted the call to J . 

The writer could not get to the church at the begin- 
ning of the first meeting, but soon after we reached 
there we found a warm-hearted people gathered, 
and from beginning to end of our visit we had a 
season of precious fellowship, and a spiritual bless- 
ing ; the other pastors and churches came into a cor- 
dial union, some of the services being held in each 
church. Pastors from other villages and visitors 
were present to aid. There was a large attendance 
all the fortnight, and when we left them, they and 
us were rejoicing in what the Lord had done for that 
people. 

So many pastors coming from abroad, led to sev- 
eral invitations to hold meetings with them. Our 
aim was always to present the truth in such a way 
that unconverted hearers might see the reasonable- 
ness of becoming Christians, as well as the guilt of 
refusing to accept Qirist. 

Sometimes we would have large and attentive 
audiences, and it would seem as though many would 
decide for Christ, and yet few comparatively would 
openly confess the Saviour. But believing that the 
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Word of God "would not return to Him void," we 
continued our work as if all present came to Him. 

We had the three ministers and churches with us 
in K . There was a good attendance, especial- 
ly in the day meetings, and on the Sunday afternoon 
and evening, and the closest attention paid to our 
words, and several were doubtless converted, and 
we hope later days revealed much fruit from the gos- 
pel sowing. The warm words spoken to us at the 
close showed an appreciation of what we had at- 
tempted in our Master's name. 

The year before it had been the privilege of the 
writer to cross the Atlantic, and on the steamer be- 
C(Mne quite intimate with one who was then chap- 
lain of the Maine penitentiary, and as' he often 
spoke of his work, and having at one time myself 
been engaged in work for prisoners, I had a desire 
to visit the prison, of which he was at that time 
chaplain. When we were in the place he was not 
then living in the town, but the warden invited me 
to conduct the service one Sabbath morning. When 
in that kind of work, I enjoyed it very much, 
though for the past few years I had not engaged in 
it. I went to the prison, and before me were about 
CMic hundred and eighty, mostly young men. 

I had scarcely spoken to them five minutes before 
the old attraction I formerly had for that work 
came back to me. I never had a more attentive au- 
dience, and if closely watching every word indicated 
results, the service was not in vain. I always found 
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it easy to win the confidence of prisoners, and I 
never saw a prisoner that, if I could be acquainted 
with him for a fortnight, and he was not insane, 
I would be afraid to be shut in his cell with, 
and I have been in a murderer's cell. I always 
preached plain truth to them, and never used fool- 
ish sentimentalism to win their confidence. 

One of the Sabbath mornings our singer went in 
the prison. He was not familiar with that kind of 
an audience, and somewhat timid as he noticed so 
few guards on duty. The prison choir was behind 
him, and when prayer was being offered by the 
chaplain, one or more books fell from the organ on 
fhe platform, and he started with alarm, fearing a 
disturbance, originating with the choir, which con- 
sisted wholly of prisoners, had begun. The choir 
was amused to witness his alarm. 

We met in L one of our old New Hampshire 

friends, with whom we had enjoyed precious relig- 
ious seasons in the past. We knew his earnestness 
and entire sympathy with our work. The pastors 
and some of the people from neighboring villages 
came in to some of the services. Part of the time 
the weather was very bad, snow, rain and the break- 
ing up of spring. One day and evening no ser- 
vices were held. Some part of the time the travel- 
ing was so bad, melted snow, water and mud, that 
foot-travelers could not pass between the villages 
cMily one and a lialf miles apart. Notwithstanding 
the bad traveling, we had large audiences, coming 
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from Other directions, most of the time. I was told 
that unconverted young men walked four miles, and 
women three miles, to attend some of the evening 
meetings. The pastor in his fervent prayers, coined 
a word that expressed his earnest desires, when he 
asked the Lord to "Unctionize" the evangelists. 
Though the closest attention was given the 
speakers, there was at first a hesitancy in openly 
manifesting a desire to be Christians. But the 
break started right by two backsliders coming in 
penitence to the Lord, and as conviction deepened, 
a few at a time would arise for prayers, the power 
of the Spirit becoming more and manifest. On ac- 
count of the bad traveling, and to enjoy social fel- 
lowship, lunch was provided in the church at noo« 
on the Sabbath, so that all might remain through the 
day. Our singer was obliged to leave, and it was 
the earnest desire of the pastor and people that the 
writer remain the third week, and it was a week of 
power, the former inquirers being confirmed in the 
faith, and others coming to Christ. There was a 
large number in all who confessed their acceptance of 
salvation. 

We had the privilege of holding meetings with 
the same pastor some years later in another field, 
with interesting services. 

While not always does it break the apparent in- 
terest in services to change the place of meeting, but 
when strong denominational feeling exists in a com- 
munity, aj:hange sometimes seems to set back the 
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work. We began meetings in M and every- 
thing seemed to be going well, and the interest 
deepening, some having arisen for prayers, but 
when we began to talk of moving there seemed a 
discouraged feeling come to the service. Before 
that when the meetings were thrown open we en- 
joyed the liberty manifested in testimony and pray- 
er, but afterwards there seemed to be a coldness in 
some who did not want to make a change. Our 
singer was taken very seriously ill with the grippe, so 
we could not have his services the latter part of our 
stay, but notwithstanding these and other obstacles, 
the Lord granted His blessing in leading some souls 
to Him. 

Our singer being obliged to go home, the writer 

began the next meetings in N alone, so far as 

outside help was concerned. The pastor was one 
of large experience, and being a singer himself, was 
helpful in that part of the service. It was a real 
joy to work with the minister he was so good, and 
seemed to be so led by the Spirit, that the time passed 
quickly and pleasantly. I was taken with a severe 
hoarseness about the middle of the week, but con- 
tinued the services until Saturday night, a good 
number being present. Sunday morning was a hard 
rain, and the church was not opened. At . one 
o'clock was to be a funeral in the church of one who 
was in meeting the previous Monday evening. 

While feeling quite ill, I told the minister if the 
people would remain in the church after the funeral, 
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if he would send for me, I would do what I could 
in the meeting. A good number remained, and we 
had a blessed season, some starting in the Way of 
Life, among them two fine young men who were 
twin brothers. In the evening we had another 
good service in which others decided for Christ. 

We had an appointment on Monday evening in 
New Hampshire, and I attempted to begin the se- 
ries of meetings in O , but the grip had fast 

hold of me, and I was obliged to ask the postponing 
of other services, and take rest at home for recov- 
ery. Remaining at home a week we began again 

a fortnight's meetings in O , our singer having 

recovered sufficiently to be with us. Let the pas- 
tor of the church tell the story of these meet- 
ings: 

"Messrs. Folger and Jackson have just closed a 
profitable series of services with us. Besides 
quickening and refreshing the souls of many Chris- 
tians, some forty or over have been led to manifest 
a desire to lead the Christian life. We feel now, 
too, we are in much better condition for fruitful 
summer work here than we would have been but 
for their labors. These are brethren eminently 
qualified in wisdom, skill, piety, purity of purpose 
and power of the Spirit to be in very truth 'pastor's 
aids' wherever they may be called. Churches once 
enjoying their services are not likely to stop with 
having them once. They have endeared themselves 
to all our hearts." — Pastor Congregational Church. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Contrast Between Faith and Unbelief. 



Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not hlghminded, but fear. 
Romans 11:20. 



AFTER O we took a trip to Rhode Island 
for a fortnight's meeting, from invitation 
of one of our old New Hampshire friends, with 
whom we had labored in that state. The meetings 

were not so well attended in P as in some places 

except on the Sabbaths we were there, when quite a 
number came from other villages. The invitation came 
only from one of the churches, but the other pastor 
was in several of the services, and rendered faith- 
ful assistance. 

There seemed deep conviction in the audience, 
and a few became inquirers ; the pastor himself was 
an evangelistic preacher, and we felt sure he would 
conserve all the apparent fruit of the seed sowing. 
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Quite a number became inquirers, and some from 
other places who were in attendance. 

After attending the annual conference of the 
Evangelistic Association of New England in Boston, 
we took a journey to Vermont for a series of meet- 
ings in Q , where we were entire strangers to 

the place, the pastor, and the people. But we early 
had an experience that quickly took away the 
stranger feeling, for when we reached the railroad 
station we were met by the pastor, and quite a ntun- \ 
ber of the prominent members of the church, with ; 
such a cordial welcome that of itself betokened a^ 
love of their pastor, and a confidence in the evangel-1 
ists. We knew by that welcome we were to have 
hearty co-operation all through the services we were ' 
to hold with that people. Never had we found 
both pastor and wife more earnest or more devoted 
to the work, or more willing to co-operate in every 
possible way. 

It was the farmers' busy season, but numbers of 
them attended from the village, and also from an' 
adjoining town that united with the ministration of 
the same pastor. There seemed to be a peculiar 
gladness in every movement made by the people. It 
was especially manifested in the response to invi- 
tations to stand up for Christ, no urging was need- 
ed, only suggestions and ready responses came. In 
the children's services they showed that either in 
the homes or Sunday school or both, they had been 
directed in the right path. It was delightful the 
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last Sabbath morning prayer meeting to hear so 
many for the first time bear testimony o* their ac- 
ceptance of Christ. 

The pastor had been faithfully preaching the 
Word, and his joy was unbounded to see the fruit 
of his labors, and we realized what a blessed thing 
it was to be among the reapers, as well as some- 
times only sowing the seed. I believe more united 

with the church in Q that year as the result of 

that revival than with any other church of its de- 
nomination in the state. 

Another long journey brought us to R in 

Maine. We had good meetings for the ten days 
we were with that people. The invitation came 
from only one of the churches. The pastor and 
others assisted in the services, and there was a good 
attendance. There evidently was some local obsta- 
cle standing in the way of a great work, so different 
from Q , the last place we had visited. The au- 
diences seemed to be interested, and a few started 
in the Way of Life, but there was a holding back, 
and possibly a critical spirit in the community, but 
as we were permitted to sow the seed, we trusted in 
the Lord bringing the harvest in His own good 
time. 

Again we had the privilege of meeting in S a 

pastor that we had enjoyed assisting in former 
fields. It was our first visit in this town, and we 
found a people waiting for spiritual blessings, and 
God blessed their faith and earnest efforts to glorify 
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Him. For the population of the town there was a 
very large attendance, larger than some other towns 
of greater size. Fran the beginning there seemed 
to be spiritual power, and it increased to the end. A 
ready response was given to invitations to manifest 
religious interest, and a goodly number of inquirers 
came to the altar. We were told there were pecu- 
liar obstacles existing in the community, but they 
were not apparent to the strangers. We trust 
many sheaves were gathered into the gamer of the 
Lord. 

We were invited to spend a week with one of the 
large Young Men's Christian Associations in Mas- 
sachusetts, the General Secretary of which was con- 
verted some years before in one of our meetings in 
New Hampshire. We began on Saturday evening 
with a consecration meeting in the parlor, led by 
one of the members. On Sunday morning the 
writer led a meeting with Psalm 63 as the theme. 
Sunday afternoon a grand service was held in a 
large hall, addressed by Rev. A. J. Gordon, D. D., 
of blessed memory, on consecration. In the even- 
ing we were in the Y. M. C. A. parlor, and two 
arose for prayer. During the week the day meet- 
ings were for all, in the evening for men only. 

At the close of the Monday afternoon service, I 
received a telegram from a distance, announcing the 
death of one of the best friends I ever had outside 
my own relatives, and a call to attend his funeral. I 
engaged able workers to take my place for the time 
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of my absence, leaving on Wednesday night, re- 
turning Friday afternoon. The meetings in the 
evening were fairly attended by Christians, but not 
many unconverted present until the Sunday after- 
noon men's meeting, when at the close a few arose 
for prayers. There was close attention at all the 
services, and apparently a deep interest. Sunday 
evening by invitation of one of the pastors, we held 
the service in his church. A large audience was 
present, and there seemed deep conviction, and in 
an informal invitation quite a number arose to con- 
fess their desire to be Christians. Among the num- 
ber was one in whom the pastor had especial inter- 
est. The pastor was so pleased with the service 
that he said to me he might want us some time in 
the future to spend a fortnight with his church. 

We were glad to accept an invitation from the 

pastor in T , with whom we had labored in the 

early years of our work. The repeated invitations 
from pastors as they occupied different fields, show- 
ing an appreciation of our work was, of course, 
pleasing, and after the first invitation we knew what 
to expect when we were to meet them again. Some- 
times pastors from other places would come in our 
meetings, and being strangers, would ask us what 
to expect of them when we visited their church, in 
which we had made a future appointment. 

Before going to T in one place we were 

holding meetings, and a new pastor had just begun 
his pastorate, but the retiring pastor was also pres- 
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ent. He had been their minister some three years, 
and it was, as I thought, a grand opportunity for 
him to say tender words in parting. There was ^ 
deep interest in the meetings ; several had arisen for 
prayers, and one evening others were intending to. 
We had for our topic "Jesus, the Saviour of Sin- 
ners ; Have You Come to Him ?'" One of the best 
topics for farewell words of a retiring pastor who 
had loved those with whom he was to part, so I in- 
vited him to speak to his late charge. When he 
arose to speak all eyes were directed to him, and 
after a few preliminary words, he said in sub- 
stance, "I am going to leave you, and I can say 
what I want to;" and then such a tirade from his 
lips I never before heard from a minister. I had 
supposed a man of God was incapable of uttering 
such words. It made a great excitement in the 
meeting, spirituality seemed to depart, and for a lit- 
tle while the adversary seemed to be in control. 1 
had with me a student from Dartmouth college, a 
royal good fellow, who always spoke acceptably, 
though a little slow in his words, ite had a quaint 
way of making his points, a little stooping in his 
appearance, and withal a dry humor that had con- 
vincing power. After the tirade, this man arose, 
and with a queer smile, looking at the angry minis- 
ter, with his arms a little out from his side, with a 
tone of voice amusing, said, "I guess we will have 
a little irwre about Jesus, the Saviour of Sinners,'* 
and then he gave one of the finest addresses that he 
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made while with me. Every one in the audience 
saw the point of his opening, and if that angy min- 
ister had any conscience, he could have wished he 
was miles away, and yet the student never referred 
to him, only in his humorous way of beginning his 
address. 

While we were there a minister who was noted for 
speaking impulsively, and was about to leave his 
pastorate, where we were soon going before he left, 

came to T . He had already resigned. He 

said to me, "What will you expect of me when you 
come to my church." In view of the explosion re- 
ferred to, and knowing his reputation, I said, "What- 
ever else you do, don't pitch in." He went to his 
home, and I was told that the next Sabbath he 
preached one of the best sermons of all his pastor- 
ate, and so modified his impulses that he remained 
in his church for several months, and when we went 
there, we saw a good work begun, which with the 
assistance of other help culminated in glorious re- 
sults. But this is a digression ; this affair did not 
occur in T , but many miles away. 

We were glad to visit T in another state, for 

since my early years, I had known the place for its 
special manufactures, perhaps more noted in that 
line than any place in the country. The beauty of 
its natural scenery and fine dwellings were other at- 
tractions. While there we had th« privilege of see- 
ing perhaps the finest collection of orchids in the 
country. The place was somewhat noted for poul- 



CONTRAST BETWEEN FAITH AND UNBELIEF. 25! 

try raising. We visited one establishment where 
ducks were extensively raised for the New York 
market. I asked the proprietor how many he had 
on hand. He replied, "Oh, only a few now that we 
are keeping over for the winter, perhaps one thou- 
sand.'' I wondered how many his spring and sum- 
mer flocks would be. There were other attractions 
in the place. 

We began our meetings with a good number 
present, and except when threatening and stormy 
had good, and sometimes large, audiences all 
through. The sympathy with our efforts was plain- 
ly manifested, and many kind words were spoken 
to us, and quite a large number decided to publicly 
confess acceptance of Christ, and nearly all in some 
of the largest meetings arose, desiring to place 
themselves on the Lord's side. There was deep 
conviction, and a blessed outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, and we left the people rejoicing that the 
meetings had been held. One day we attended a 
church fellowship meeting in another town, and 
participated in the service. 

We met a wide-awake pastor of a small church 
that was just beginning life in one of the outer dis- 
tricts of the city of U . It appeared that other 

churches of its own denomination in the city did not 
give it sympathy, with the co-operation it needed, 
and it seemed to be in a tentative position, to live if 
it could sustain itself. The pastor and some of 
the members were hopeful that it would eventually 
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have strength, as it was in a district with quite a 
large population, without other local church privi- 
leges. The attendance was not large, and few un- 
converted were present except on the two Sundays 
we were there. But there were earnest Qiristians 
who were ready to take part when opportunity of- 
fered, and the pastor did all possible to aid. 

The unconverted who attended seemed under 
deep convicion, and a number of them expressed a 
desire to be Christians. We participated in a ser- 
vice on Sunday afternoon in the Young Men's 
Christian Association meeting for men, and -several 
arose for prayers, and expressed a desire to be 
among the saved. 

We were invited to a small church in V , 

R. I., that had a fine new edifice and an excellent 
pastor, though he did not just like our methods of 
work. Quite near was another church that did not 
unite in the invitation, although the pastor attend- 
ed our meetings, and rendered sympathetic aid. We 
noticed at the first that there were local obstacles. 

The village, though of great beauty itself, was 
not large, and the most prominent man in the 
church where the meetings were held, said to me, 
"that there was not room enough for both church- 
es, and that his church ought not to have been or- 
ganized." The attendance was not large, but those 
who were present seemed deeply interested. A few 
started for the Kingdom, and we left with the assur- 
ance that our visit w^^s a benefit to the whole people. 
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and that ultimate results would prove we had fol- 
lowed what we supposed was the Lord's leading. 

It appeared difficult for some ministers who had 
been trained in some methods of Christian work, to 
think that any work of grace could succeed, unless 
conducted in their own way, and while not oppos- 
ing the methods of the evangelist, would manifest 
an uneasy feeling that did not help the strangers. 
The writer recalls one case where the minister was 
one of the most highly cultivated in intellect, and had 
been a long while pastor of the church, but saw lit- 
tle fruit of his labors ; when spoken to by one of his 
church about being "in the ruts," he replied, "Yes, 
I know it, but they are pretty good ruts." While 
the evangelists were in his church there were not 
many inquirers, but for years afterwards, when at 
times candidates appeared for church membership,' 
they signified that their special religious impres- 
sions began at the date of our meetings. I was in- 
formed of this fact by one of the examining com- 
mittee of the church. 

We had not been in the church of W long 

before the excellent pastor made it plainly known 
that he did not like our way of conducting the ser- 
vices, and "they were not adapted to his people." 
We had in that place as a prominent helper one of 
the best Christian workers in New England. There 
was a fair attendance, and we trust some accepted 
Christ, but the results were not what we hoped they 
might be. 
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Among the churches of New England are some 
that in the past have been strong, and in former 
days have had power and wide influence, but remov- 
als and opposition to evangelical belief and other 
causes, have worked disaster, and weakness exists 
where formerly was strength, and some of these 
churches have pastors who are strong, devoted men 

of God. Such a church we found in T , and a 

pastor earnest and spiritual, holding on amidst dis- 
couraging circumstances. I think it was "twenty- 
eight years since a married man had united with 
that church." The pastor did all possible in all the 
services, and some fruit of his past work appeared 
in apparent decisions for Christ. Evangelical truth 
was unpopular in the community, but with all the 
discouragements we found a small company of 
earnest Christians, and they were much helped by 
the meetings, and the minister was much pleased 
with our work. While we were in the place one 
evening there was a glee concert in the church. 
One day and evening a fair was held. 

We were invited to X , but when we could ac- 
cept the invitation we found the pastor recovering 
from the grippe, and though not a large village, it 
was said there were cwtie hundred cases of the mal- 
ady in the town. We were glad to have in some of 
the services students from the academy, but they 
being required to keep "study hour" they could not 
be with us many of the evenings. But under all 
the unfavorable appearing circumstances, the even- 
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ing and Sunday services were well attended. There 
was especial interest manifested by some prominent 
people. The children's services Sunday afternoons 
were of special help to the young people. The pas- 
tor and others seemed much pleased with the meet- 
ings, and said about a score could be counted on as 
good converts. Some of the people wondered there 
was so good attendance when there was so much 
sickness in the community. 

Every pastor, and every evangelist is encouraged 
and their faith in the promises of God made more 
strong when visible fruit is seen ripening, and being 
gathered in the Lord's gamer. We tell the people 
that they ought to trust God under all circumstanc- 
es, and always be ready to work for him, though 
they see no results of their labors. 

One of the tests evangelists have to meet is to ap- 
ply the same teaching to themselves. When the 
evangelist goes from place to place, and it seems for a 
while nearly all his visits to be simply reaping where 
faithful pastors and the Lord's disciples have been 
sowing the seed, and removing the weeds as they 
have appeared, and then to go to towns where indif- 
ference to religion seems to be chronic, and the tares 
of unbelief in the cardinal doctrines of the Bible 
have been for years freely sown, and every Christian 
aspiration of the young people is met by ridicule 
from their schoolmates, and utter contempt of evan- 
gelical truth the boast of mature men and women, 
the first natural thought is, it is useless to do any- 
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thing in aggressive Christian work. And it is a sad 
fact that such places exist in our own beautiful 
New England, and sometimes not far from where 
the Pilgrims and Puritans once fought the early bat- 
tles of faith, that did so much to make us a Chris- 
tian nation. But an evangelist worthy of the name 
will remember Christ's words when they were about 
leaving the "Upper Chamber" for the Garden of 
Gethsemane, that the Comforter "would bring all 
things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said 
unto you," and thinking of past victories, and how 
just such apparent barren fields had by the mighty 
outpouring of the Spirit of God, been changed to 
fruitful gardens and become strongholds of the 
Cross, faith will be triumphant, and a desire to be 
helpful will take full control. 

We found in Y a similar field, "whole streets 

of houses filled with unbelievers." There were two 
evangelical churches, with strong, earnest men as 
pastors, and the members were faithful in work. 
Each had a society of Christian Endeavor, faithful 
to their pledge, and in their meetings showing 
strong faith in the promises of God, and all express- 
ing a desire to be on God's side. At the close of 
one of the Endeavor meetings it was the privilege 
of the writer to address, one of the pastors said to 
me, "You don't know how good a meeting we have 
had." There were some who in some of the services 
arose as inquirers, and afterwards took a position 
as having accepted Christ. We endeavored as best 
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we could to encourage the pastors and strengthen the 
bonds between pastors and people, and all expressed 
gratitude for the help the meetings had been to them, 
and quite a number attended the meetings held in 
the next town. 

Our singer was obliged to go home on account of 
illness, and a lady singer was sent from the associa- 
tion in Boston for part of the time of our visit in 

Z , and she rendered faithful service, especially 

in holding meetings after the regular afternoon ser- 
vices for the young ladies, and quite a number of 
them became interested in their own salvation. 

The church was not a large one, but one which in 
early years had been one of the substantial churches 
of the fathers. Changes had reduced its member- 
ship, but they still held to "the faith once delivered 
to the saints." 

They were a remarkably honest people. I was 
entertained about one and a half miles from the 
church, and the family attended nearly every ser- 
vice, leaving doors unlocked in their absence. The 
genus "hobo" and had not yet probably put in an ap- 
pearance. A young lady who was a confirmed in- 
valid, having to be brought five miles in her wheel 
chair, placed in a wagon, was very much helped by 
the services. It was a feast of holy things to her. 
One time she came to an afternoon service, and a 
snow storm came up, but she urged her friends to 
let her remain through the evening meeting, not- 
withstanding the storm. Quite a number became 
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inquirers, and the earnest pastor was much pleased 
with the results. We had valuable assistance from 
an earnest Christian layman and pastors and others 
from adjoining towns, and we left rejoicing we had 
been privileged to meet with that people. 

We had another long journey from eastern Mas- 
sachusetts, to the town of A — 7-, Vermont, where 
we met a pastor and people ready to receive a bless- 
ing from the Lord. Our singer was unable to be 
with us until near the close of the meetings, but we 
were greatly aided by ministers and others from ad- 
joining towns, especially from one place, where a 
little while before there had been a precious revival, 
already referred to in the opening of this chapter. 
The attendance was not very large at any one ser- 
vice, but quite a number of different persons were 
present during the meetings, and from the first 
there was intense interest, culminating in the clos- 
ing service with a goodly number seeking salvation. 
Unfortunately there were several cases of scarlet 
fever in the community, which prevented some f rcwn 
attending. Some of the tenderest words of fare- 
well from strong men with moistened eyes, im- 
pressed us deeply with the meaning of Christian fel- 
lowship. 

Another long journey to the north brought us to 

B , N. H., where we had made other visits, and 

we were received with the same interest as on pre- 
vious occasions. For the place, there was a very 
large attendance. In one of the services in a 
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church comfortably seating one hundred and fifty, 
it was estimated two hundred and thirty were pres- 
ent. There was considerable conviction, and a 
number of inquirers, some coming from the Ver- 
mont side of the river, but for local reasons, prog- 
ress in consecration of those especially awakened, 
was not always as definitely shown as in some places 
we had visited. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Much Travel and Remarkable Experiences. 



For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. II Corinthians 4:17. 



WE BEGAN meetings in C , Vermont, un- 
der rather unfavorable circumstances. It 
was our first visit to the town. Our singer was ab- 
sent on account of illness in his home. There was 
some misunderstanding about the time the meetings 
were to be held, and such hindrances are not ccmi- 
ducive to a great work of grace. The invitation 
was from only one of the churches, although the 
pastor of the other church was with us in several 
services, giving his sympathy and aid, and gave up 
his Sabbath evening service. The people seemed 
pleased with the meetings, and we trust some de- 
cided to become Christians. 

In D , Mass., we met with a small church in 
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one of the hill towns of the state. The pastor was 
one of our old friends, with whom we had labored 
successfully in another field, so we knew just how 
gladly we were to be received, and the welcome we 
were to have in his home, and the warm place in his 
heart. The meetings were necessarily interrupted 
by our absence in Boston for two days in attend- 
ance of the annual conference of our association. 
The people were rejoiced to attend the services, 
though at first the unconverted were shy, but 
towards the last some attended. Christians were 
stimulated to better service and a new consecration, 
and we trust some souls were converted. The pas- 
tor of the other evangelical church assisted, and we 
held one service in his church. 

We found exemplified a new rule of benevolence, 
or one with which we were unfamiliar. A small 
legacy had been left to the town, the income to be 
given to the poor of the town. The majority of 
the trustees having the care of the legacy, called 
themselves "Liberals" in religious matters. 

There were two poor elderly ladies living by 
themselves, who could earn a little by sewing, and 
they had at times received aid from that fund. They 
were very earnest Christians. They learned a col- 
lection was to be taken in the meetings, and from 
their benevolent hearts they were moved to send 
fifty cents for the collections, as they wanted to do 
what they could for the work, but it was suggested 
to mc that it be kept secret, or the trustees of that 
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fund would refuse to give them any more aid if 
they found they had made a contribution for evan- 
gelistic meetings. The second week, unable to con- 
tribute in a second collection, one of them had a 
piece of jewelry, of not much intrinsic value, which 
she had kept as a memento of a sister who had died 
as a missionary; but she insisted on giving it, and 
in a letter of tenderest import and consecrated faith, 
sent it to the writer, and I thought as truly as Christ 
one time, "Sat over against the Treasury," and gave 
His blessing when the widows' mites were g^ven, 
we believe He witnessed with approval this willing 
offering. 

Taking a vacation from our regular work, but 
conducting and taking part in prayer meetings, 
conferences, conventions and other work that 
opened, enjoying the different services, without the 
especial feeling of responsibility always realized in 
our evangelistic meetings, yet the writer was glad 
when vacation was over, and to get back to the reg- 
ular work again. I suppose all evangelists enjoy 
the work they devote their lives to, notwithstanding 
all its anxieties and disappointments. 

After the vacation we took another long journey 
to the coast of Maine, where we held several series 
of meetings. In E , our first place, a fair num- 
ber awaited us at the opening service, the minister 
wide-awake and desiring a blessing ; he himself had 
some experience in evangelistic work. The weather 
was unfavorable part of the time. The interest was 
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soon manifest, and deepened to the close. Chris- 
tians were much revived, and several unconverted 
took a stand for Christ. Ministers and others from 
other towns were with us part of the time. When 
we left the place and were being driven to the river 
where we were rowed across, we passed a field where 
there were several small bowlders, and we were told 
that no one knew their exact history, but they were 
supposed by some to mark the graves of Norsemen 
who came to New England before the discovery of 
America by Columbus. It was a unique experience 
to us to be rowed across the Kennebec near its 

mouth to hold meetings in F . We were gladly 

received when we reached our destination. 

We were entertained next to the life-saving sta- 
tion, and had an opportunity to see those noble men, 
and to learn something of their perilous work. We 
were interested to witness their drill with the life- 
lines, a tall mast being erected for the purpose, and 
the Hfe chair being used just as it would be with a 
wreck near the shore, with the "breeches buoy" and 
all. 

It was a peculiar feeling to be in the place where 
the first landing was made by Englishmen in New 
England in 1607, thirteen years before the Pilgrims 
landed in Plymouth, and some traces of the first 
comers are still visible. 

There was present in some of our meetings one 
who was a pensioner of the war of 1812, probably 
a drummer boy then. He lived on an island out in 
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the river, and insisted on being one of a party who 
should row us over to the island, where we were in- 
vited to take supper one day. The old man was 
over ninety, and an earnest Christian, and enjoyed 
greatly the meetings we held. The meetings were 
in a hall. But few people lived in the district, ex- 
cept in the summer, when the large hotels were full 
of summer company. Those who attended enjoyed 
the services, and received strength for future work. 
The weather was threatening and stormy part of the 
time, but some of the services were well attended. 
Our work was mainly sowing the seed, hoping the 
Lord in His own good time would bring the har- 
vest. Several backsliders were helped to a renewal 
of their first love. The wish was expressed that we 
could remain longer. 

Riding about five miles we came to G , an- 
other place on the coast, and another popular sum- 
mer resort. We were told that there were especial 
obstacles on account of weakness of disciplining 
those who had cast reproach on the church of which 
they were members. Our work was mainly to en- 
courage the church in faith and action, and a truer 
trust in the promises of God. As was frequently 
the case, we had stormy weather to enjoy. One 
day and evening no services were held. The even- 
ing services were well attended, and it was the wish 
that we remain the second week, and we consented 
to do so. The people seemed to desire to have plain 
truths presented, and especial kindness as shown to 
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the Strangers. Ministers and friends came from 
other villages, but the old difficulty seemed to pre- 
vent those evidently under conviction from making 
public confession of acceptance of Christ. In some 
of the services, there were some professed Chris- 
tians, who for a long time had taken no part in 
meetings, and were again awakened and gave their 
testimony for the Master, and we were glad when 
leaving the people to rejoice to know that there had 
been an apparent new consecration of the church to 
the Master's service, and the pastor's heart was 
greatly cheered. 

The evangelist has experiences, sometimes novel, 

sometimes inconvenient. In order to reach H , 

the next place we were to visit, it was necessary to 
have several changes on the usual route. First, to 
ride several miles by team to Bath, then by train to 
Portland, then by train again some miles, then team 
to place of meeting. There was a peculiarity on the 
Maine coast where we had been, that the people 
were prejudiced against the changes the railroads 
had made to run by standard instead of sidereal 
time, and they refused to make the change in their 
local time-pieces, but ran them by the sun rather 
than the railroad. This was somewhat confusing to 
the writer. We reached Bath all right, and having 
a little time to wait for the train to Portland, after 
purchasing our tickets and checking our baggage 
to the station, where we expected teams to meet us 
for our final destination, we went up to look around 
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the city. Our singer felt uneasy, and soon went to 
the station, but the writer, supposing there was time 
enough, remained a little longer, and when he went to 
the station found that the train, singer and baggage 
had gone. There was no way for him to get to 

D by the regular conveyance that day, except 

by a later train to Portland, and then have a special 
team take him eighteen miles to D . So he tele- 
graphed to the singer on the train to engage a team 
at Portland. One in the station, seeing my predica- 
ment, suggested another route: To take the train 
from Bath to Lewiston, then another train to Gray, 

and secure a team to H . I took that route, and 

after a cold ride of ten miles reached H about 

7.45, just after the singer had commenced the meet- 
ing. It was a day or two before I could get my 
baggage that was left at the station of the other 
route. I do not remember in all my evangelistic 
work that I ever before failed to get to a train in 
the time intended, but this was caused by the confu- 
sion in time. We had a pleasant week at H , 

not many conversions, but a fellowship with Chris- 
tians ; a fair attendance, the pleasure of meeting the 
pastor for the first time, and gratitude that we had 
the privilege of sowing seed for what we hoped 
would sometime be a gathering of the sheaves. 

Back again in one of our old fields in New Hamp- 
shire in I , where we knew we would find a 

large attendance, a confirmation of the faith of 
those previously converted, and the sweet fellowship 
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of laboring with the earnest, spiritually-minded pas- 
tor. Not quite as many conversions as on our last 
previous visit; we could scarcely expect it so soon, 
but a delightful spiritual atmosphere all through. 
Although it was a farming town, and the regular 
meeting of the grange on Tuesday evening, in 
which the people were interested, yet the preference 
of a good number was in our services, and some un- 
converted expressed a desire to be Christians. The 
pastor was rejoiced as the meetings continued, to 
see several for whom he had especially prayed 
brought to the Lord. We left with regret, for it 
was one of the places where we felt at home. 

The meeting in the next place at J was a de- 
lightful one from beginning to end. The regular 

pastor, and a retired 'minister living in J , whom 

we had met with gladness in other fields, and minis- 
ters and friends from other towns near by, being 
present, added to our force, as well as to the enjoy- 
ment of the evangelists. We found a people ready 
and desirous for a blessing. The devotional meet- 
ings were a great help, some of them being held by 
the residents before the regular time of service in 
the evening. We took pleasure in sowing the seed 
in good ground, and added joy in having the privi- 
lege of being among the reapers of the sheaves rip- 
ening from the sowing of others. A large number 
manifested a desire for personal salvation. Several 
years before coming to J we were with the pas- 
tor ti another field in another section of the state, 
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On Sunday afternoon in that place, when speaking 
upon home religion, I gave an invitation at the close 
for those who wanted to love Jesus to raise their 
hands, and a large number responded. After the 
service I was sitting at the pastor^s supper table 
where was his little son, too young to talk plainly, 
and he said to his father, "I didn't raise my hand 
when Mr. Folger asked those who wanted to love 
Jesus. May I raise it now," and the father told him 
"Yes, if you really want to love Jesus." He said, 
"I do," and the little fellow raised his hand with 
reverence. We were glad to meet the same boy in 

J , now grown up, and taking an open stand for 

Christ. Are we not to meet many evidences of de- 
velopment in Christian life on the other shore? 

After quite a long journey by train and seven 
miles by team, we were again by the seashore, in 
K — — for the first time. It was our first visit to 
the place, and there were conditions in the town we 
had never met before. We were told that there was 
an active "Infidels' club," where opposition to the 
Bible was taught, and from which organization at- 
tempts were made to lead the people into infideHty. 
The two pastors and some earnest Christians were 
endeavoring to do all possible to stem the evil tide. 

The effect of this teaching was to prevent chil- 
dren attending the regular services. A very few at- 
tended our services. The young people who at- 
tended were interested, but were so affected by the 
infidel notions rife in the community that it was dif- 



MUCH TRAVEL AND REMARKABLE EXPERIENCES. 269 

ficult for them to fully accept the truth of the gos- 
pel, but believing that Gk)d's Word will not return 
to Him void, we trust the seed sown during the 
fortnight we were with this people will some time 
bear fruit. The meetings were well attended, con- 
sidering the circumstances, and some unconverted 
expressed a desire for salvation. 

With experiences that only parents can under- 
stand, the next three weeks was given in attendance 
at the sick and dying bed and funeral of the writer's 
first-born. Amid all the sadness and grief, there 
was comfort to know that when a school-girl she 
had accepted Christ, and for the years she had been 
the wife oi a minister of the gospel she had with 
loving earnestness endeavored to win souls to her 
Master, and her weary spirit had found sweet rest 
in Him. 

We took another long journey to L , in Ver- 
mont. It was our first visit to the place, and the 
first meeting with the experienced pastor, who re- 
ceived us with great cordiality. Our singer was 
unable to be with us until near the close, but the lo- 
cal singers did all possible in the service of song. 
During the week there was a hard snow storm, 
making after travel heavy. We were assisted by 
the pastor from the other village, who, with his 
people were in several of the services. We seldom 
met with a pastor and people more united and in 
sympathy with each other, and all making the meet- 
ings delightful to the strangers. A good number 
became inquirers. 
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We were only one week in L . Then in an- 
other part of Vermont we met a pastor with whom 
we had previously labored in New Hampshire, and 
as we expected had his cordial co-operation. The 
population was somewhat scattered, but notwith- 
standing, there were large audiences, especially in 
the evenings, and more than usual in the day meet- 
ings. The children's service on Saturday afternoon 

was a large one, showing that the parents in M 

were not opposed to child piety, and the young peo- 
ple manifested deep interest in the words spoken 
and sung, our regular singer having returned to the 
work. Quite a large number became inquirers, and 
we left the people, receiving from them many kind 
words and wishes. 

Another long journey to N in eastern Mas- 
sachusetts, and our singer called away by serious 
sickness in his home. A brother was sent to us 
from the association, and he rendered faithful ser- 
vice. We had met the pastor previously with rich 
experiences in a New Hampshire field. There 
were several hindrances to a great work existing in 
the community. An epidemic of measles was in 
the village, preventing the attendance of some who 
would have been glad to have been present. The 
personal experience the writer had with the Chris- 
tian people who attended the services was a great 
joy. Some, we trust, began a Christian life, and we 
left impressions of man's sinfulness and God's good- 
ness that would be a permanent blessing to the peo- 



MUCH TRAVEL AND tlEMARKABLfi EXPERIENCES. 27I 

pie. We were glad to be one day in another part 
of the city in a ministerial gathering, where we met 
friends of olden time. 

. Having been so many years in evangelistic work 
in the different New England states, we quite often 
were called to places whose pastors we had met in 
other fields, as this narrative has frequently shown. 

When we began meetings in O it brought up 

many precious memories; so many times we had 
met the pastor in other places, and had witnessed 
with him great numbers turning to Christ. We 
also had his assistance in places where he was not 

pastor. Not long before our coming to O the 

pastor, our singer, and the writef had each been 
passing through deep affliction, as loved ones had 
been taken from our homes, and our sympathies 
with each other corresponded to our losses. We en- 
joyed our social privilege in O , as the people 

did all possible to make us feel at home, and the 
visits in the different homes were very pleasant in- 
deed. Only one church gave the invitation. There 
were some hindrances we could not overcome. 
There was the deepest conviction, and a number be- 
came inquirers, and letters afterwards received 
from the place indicated that the revived church 
would care for the converts. The writer had a 
precious experience in the boys' meeting with the 
Y. M. C. A. Meeting with this pastor, whose name 
was Moody, recalls an amusing experience of which 
he was the innocent cause. We were holding a 
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meeting in the eastern section of New Hampshire, 
and Mr. Moody was to assist us for a few days. He 
arrived at that place after the service began on 
Monday evening. At the proper time I invited him 
to speak, calling him by name. Quite a good num- 
ber of the audience when hearing the name, con* 
ceived that it was D. L. Moody, the evangelist, who 
had favored the place with his presence. When 
the service closed they came to him with congratu- 
lations, saying, "We thought you were laboring in 
Massachusetts now." And he, not thinking of any 
mistake, replied, "Oh, no, I am working in New 
Hampshire." (D. L. Moody was then holding 
meetings in Springfield, Mass.). The next day the 
people turned out in mass to hear the "great evan- 
gelist." In the afternoon he said something that in- 
dicated to the people their mistake, and when the 
meeting closed and they were in the vestibule, such 
a shout of laughter probably was never before heard 
in that building, the revelation and the mistake 
seemed so ludicrous. And while he was not the 
great evangelist, he was a remarkably attractive 
speaker. 

We found in P , Maine, a pastor we had 

never met before, but it did not take us long to be- 
come well acquainted with him. His earnest ef- 
forts and genial ways made us feel that we were 
among friends. The roads were very unsettled 
from the breaking up of spring, which prevented 
some from attending. In the testimony meetings 
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there was good liberty, and some confessions of 
backsliders. While we do not believe backsUding 
is ever necessary y but rather it is a sin against God, 
yet we regard it as an evidence of the power of the 
Spirit, if such persons confess their faults and de- 
sire to live faithful lives in Christ. The pastor re- 
joiced that among the inquirers was one from his 
own family. There was close attention from all, 
and the week's service was a spiritual blessing to 
some who before had no hope in Christ. 

We were glad in the next place to meet a pastor 
we had been acquainted with for a long time, in 
Q , the great ship-building city in New Eng- 
land. At the time of our visit three United States 
steel war vessels were being built, and so near com- 
pletion that we could see some of their interior as 
well as outside construction, and as we occasionally 
see their names in the papers, it gives us added in- 
terest in them, and repeated reminders of our visit. 
We were kindly permitted to visit the great work- 
shops where the parts were fashioned. We were 

pleased to meet in Q the pastor of the church 

that invited us, on account of his strenuous life, not 
only as a preacher, but as an earnest worker for 
temperance, especially with the young, and also for 
the many intemperate men he had aided to the 
"Keeley cure," and the ultimate salvation of their 
souls. Although only one church gave us the invi- 
tation, other pastors were in some of the meetings 
and took part. We have to repeat the old story that 
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there were some obstacles that hindered the fuUn 
of the blessing we otherwise might have recei\ 

There was a readiness among the unconverted 
make a partial committal of themselves to the Lc 
at first a holding back from a full giving up 
Christ, but as the meetings progressed, there a 
more freedom of committal, and towards the 1; 
especially in the last service, there was liberty in 1 
timony and a willing surrender to the Master. Th 
were many pleasant incidents during our visit t 
attached us to that people. 

A short time afterwards when on our v 
through the city to another field, we stopped o 
one evening and held another interesting serv 
At its close the pastor made a brief address, folk 
ing with the presentation to our singer of an ( 
gant gold watch, the cost of which was contribu 
by residents and other friends, as an appreciation 
the pleasure his singing had given them. 

Leaving Q , after a long car and team ri 

we were in R , N. H. Never before had 

writer begun meetings under such circumstan( 
Tlie last time he was in that church, only about t 
months previously, it was at the funeral service 
his eldest daughter, who had been the wife of 
pastor. It was thought by the people that the 1: 
lowed remembrances of the one who had been 
much loved in that community might be used by 
Spirit to bless that people, if a series of meetii 
could just then be held. Never before was the w 
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er in a place where the minor key so completely 
pervaded the whole services. The people were glad 
to meet togther, to talk and pray and sing the gos- 
pel. There was a deep seriousness all through, and 
quite a large number stood up to confess Qirist, as 
the One desired in their hearts, and the promised 
comfort of the Saviour was a blessing to our souls. 

f We were glad to again visit S , a town that 

was so discouraged in religious matters, as referred 
to in the second chapter. We found a wide-awake 
people, not large in numbers, but with improve- 
ments in many lines of prosperity. They were 
ready and desired a blessing, and their prayers and 
efforts were blessed by Him, who honors those who 
seek to know His will that they may render Him 
service. Several gladly became inquirers, and we 
left the place rejoicing in what God had done for 
that people. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Waning Faith Encouraged. 



Therefore, by beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain 
is the Lord. I Corinthians 15:58. 



AGAIN on the Maine coast, or rather on 
.T , an island belonging to Maine. After 

a pleasant steamboat ride, we were met on land- 
ing by the experienced pastor and taken to our 
quarters, and in the evening began the fortnight's 
meetings with a good audience, more present than 
usual with no larger church. Doubtless some came 
from curiosity, to see the strangers, but they gave us 
an attentive hearing. Isolated as people living on 
an island of not very great extent usually are, they 
do not often have such services as we held, but all 
through the meetings in the evenings there was a 
good attendance, and the people seemed to listen 
with great interest. 
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We found on the island a church of a denomina- 
tion we were unfamiliar with. It was called "The 
Church of God." Holding to some of the impor- 
tant truths of other denominations, — ^believing in 
no articles of faith written by men, but professing 
to take the Bible literally as their standard, each one 
following his own opinion of its meaning. They 
prefer to be exclusively by themselves, and hesitate 
in union with other churches in religious work. 
Their peculiar exclusiveness impairs their helpful- 
ness with those who are connected with other de- 
nominations. We were told that scarcely anywhere 
were the inhabitants so closely related to each other 
by intermarriages as on this island. We enjoyed 
our visit with the church where the mieetings were 
held, especially the earnest Christian testimony of 
the members in the day meetings. The pastor's 
heart was rejoiced as he witnessed some of his peo- 
ple accept Christ. So much interest was awakened 
that another church on the island about six miles 
away invited us to hold meetings with them, and we 
consented. 

There were some unadjusted difficulties in that 
village that filled the minds of the people, proving 
a hindrance. The meetings were well attended and 
a good freedom of testimony and prayer. Some at- 
tended from other parts of the island eight miles 
away. There was a hesitancy about full decision 
for Clirist, but we trust some gave themselves to 
Him. We made many pleasant acquaintances in 
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U , and we rejoiced we were led to the island 

and were permitted to be helpful to the two church- 
es where we held meetings. There were resolves 
made during our three weeks on the island, which 
if carried out would be a permanent blessing. The 
people seemed much pleased, and expressed regret 
we could not remain longer. 

We were again with one of our old friends in 
Z , N. H., with whom we had labored in an- 
other field, where a wonderful revival had followed 

our work. We had been in Z with another 

pastor. We found friends as before, but best of all, 
the blessed Spirit drew a good number to acknowl- 
edge Him as their Leader and Guide, and we left 
them, rejoicing in the privilege we had had with 
them and th^ doxology in our hearts. 

Again another trip to Maine to V , where the 

pastor and people were all strangers. The attend- 
ance most of the time was very good. Only one 
church invited us; the other pastor was present 
some, and assisted in the good work. Ministers and 
others from other towns also were in the meetings. 
There was at first a seeming indifference to vital 
piety and Christian testimony, but as the meetings 
continued there was a deep interest awakened, and 
some very striking conversions. One lady of a 
prominent family arose for prayer one evening, and 
when she reached her home established a family al- 
tar, and the next night her husband, a son of one of 
the church officers, also arose for prayer, and we 
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•were fondly hoping that the closing Sabbath would 
be a spiritual "field day/' But when the Sunday 
morning came there came with it a snow storm, 
which increased in the afternoon, and in the even- 
ing almost rain, but considering the weather, a good 
company met with us, a large proportion of them 
being unconverted young men. We have comfort 
in such experiences that the weather is directed by 
the Lord, and endeavor not to let disappointments 
trouble us. 

In W we were gladly welcomed, and there 

was evident rejoicing that we could spend a fort- 
night with that people. Quite a number were pres- 
ent from other towns^ There was a good spirit of 
testimony, but a little shyness about committal 
among the unconverted. Much of this timidity 
wore off as we became better acquainted with each 
other, and the closing Sabbath was a glorious time, 
as many offered themselves to the Master as His 
disciples. It was one of the best Sundays of the 
year. Though we had two snow storms while we 

were in W , yet much of the time the weather 

was such that the people could attend the meetings. 

We had an experience in X showing the 

change in some respects in that earnest denomina- 
tion, known world-wide_as Friends or Quakers. The 
writer was bom among a similar people, both of his 
parents having lived and died devoted to the tenets 
of that faith. The church building of the pastor 
that invited us, was not in a condition to hold the 
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meetings, being much in need of repairs, so the 
Friends' society kindly and gladly opened their 
meeting house for our free use, and their preacher 
and members were also in attendance. The writer 
well remembers his boyhood days, when the Friends 
would not allow outsiders to speak in their meeting 
house, regarding it almost as sacrilege, and never 
was a strain of music heard within its walls. It was 
a matter of conscience with them, and then as now, 
they were lovers of the truth as they understood it, 
and their lives corresponded with their faith. They 
have somewhat changed their views in such mat- 
ters, but they are the same devoted followers of the 

Lord. The attendance at our meetings in X 

was very good, some from other towns being pres- 
ent. There was a general good feeling, and it 
deepened to the close with a goodly number seeking 
the Lord, and we hope decisions were made that 
gave joy among the angels of God. 

In Y we had peculiar experiences. The 

church building was used jointly by two denomina- 
tions, one of the pastors residing in another town, 
having three or four churches in a circuit to care 
for, so, of course, could not be in all the services. A 
good revival had occurred in one of his churches a 
few miles away, and several from that place attend- 
ed our meetings, giving encouragement and help. 
Part of the time we had snow storms to enjoy, so 
the traveling was bad. There was in the village a 
boasting, noisy infidel, who amused himself by get- 
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ting the attention of the people, who tarried in the 
stores, by his infidel declaiming. 

The first evening was a band concert and dance, 
and there were other dances during our stay in 
Y , but notwithstaxiding these and other hind- 
rances, there was a good attendance most of the 
time. The ministers received us cordially, and did 
all they could for a blessing. Unbelief or religious 
indifference had been rife in the place, and 
opposition to evangelical truths had been pub- 
licly proclaimed for a long while. The attention of 
those present showed a hunger for spiritual food, 
something substantial and abiding, and quite a num- 
ber publicly expressed their desires and intentions. 

About the middle of the second week the writer 
felt an unusual chilliness, little imagining what was 
to follow, but on Friday morning it was blustering 
weather, and the grippe being fastening upon him, 
he did not attend the services for two days, the 
singer and pastors carrying on the meetings. The 
church was quite a walk from our stopping place, 
but the people kindly furnished a team on Sunday, 
and I felt that I must be in the services, though al- 
most prostrate physically. There were several in- 
quirers, and a short time after our leaving a grand 
revival occurred, and afterwards the pastor told me 
it was but the culmination of our fortnight's previ- 
ous visit. Thus the evangelist has courage to work 
on in faith, though sometimes not seeing immediate 
fruit of his efJforts. 




282 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

We had an appointment the next week in A , 

a town not far away, in one of the churches of the 
pastor's circuit. Ill as I was, I thought I would be- 
gin the meetings, but the first evening I asked to be 
excused for the present, and on Tuesday started for 
home. After a homing of three weeks, and nearly 
well again, we returned to A and had a delight- 
ful fortnight with good attendance, a hearty sym- 
pathy, a continual deepening of spiritual interest, 
and a good number turning to the Lord. The peo- 
ple were much pleased with the meetings, and kind 
words were spoken to us on parting. About two 
years afterwards we were there again, beginning 
meetings, passing through the greatest storm and 
freshet of the season. The railroad was impassible 
until Tuesday afternoon, with washouts and great 

blocks of ice, and in A the roads were a perfect 

glare of ice, and there were two other storms during 
our stay, and on Wednesday no services were at- 
tempted either day or evening. In the interval be- 
tween our visits, another evangelist had held suc- 
cessful meetings, and there had also been a special 
rally in the community of those opposed to evangel- 
ical belief. We had a different singer, and compar- 
isons between workers were more prevalent than the 
inquiry, *'Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 
The ministers were in cordial sympathy, and the 
testimony meetings were well sustained by Chris- 
tians, and some became inquirers, but there were 
not such encouraging results as on th^ former visit. 
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Leaving A we again met our old friends in 

I , N. H., where we had been within two years. 

We were as gladly received as ever. The week we 
spent with that people was a joyous one. The pastor 
as earnest as ever, the Christians ready in testimony 
and prayer, the former converts strong in the faith, 
and some new cases of inquiry. We left rejoicing for 
the privilege granted us to have met that people 
again. 

Going over the border again we were for the first 

time in J , Maine. We were invited by only 

one of the churches, though other people and minis- 
ters attended. The people were bodily tired, as 
meetings had just been held by another evangelist 
with good success; but nevertheless there was a 
good attendance in the evening. The evangelist 
who had been laboring there was much beloved by 
the people, and his methods were heartily approved. 
He was taken suddenly ill during his work, and af- 
ter a brief illness died, and the morning of our ar- 
rival the body was carried to his home. It was im- 
possible under such distressing circumstances for 
those who attended our services to avoid comparing 
men and methods. 

It was really unwise to hold our meetings, but the 
circumstances could not be anticipated when the in- 
vitation came. Our methods differing from the one 
they so loved, did not meet the hearty approval of 
either pastor or people. A few new cases took a 
stand for Christ, and whil^ w^ bop^ th^ truth we 



284 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

presented bore fruit, there was not that general 
work we hoped for. 

One little incident touched the heart of the writer. 
In the home where he was entertained, was a bright 
boy of ten or eleven years, a grandson of his host, 
that he was much interested in. Towards the last 
of my being there it seemed best to change my stop- 
ping place, and when at the table the change was re- 
ferred to, the little boy sobbed with deep grief that 
the change was to be, and with an affection that 
would move any heart, he was with me in s)mipa'- 
thy, following me at my new quarters, and calling 
when he could, and when I was to take the train to 
leave he went with me to the train, to at the last mo- 
ment bid me good-bye. We were glad to hear after- 
wards that a good work was going on in the place. 
Some of the people expressed sympathy with our ef- 
forts. 

It is always encouraging to an evangelist, after 
the lapse of many years since a previous visit to re- 
turn, especially if marked improvement is plainly 
manifest. There are many country churches where 
there is a struggle to support constant preaching, 
but taking on new life in consequence of revivals in 
the best sense of the word, and so accessions of 
spiritually minded people in the community, instead 
of removals prosperity again is theirs. We found 
in K the churches improved from our first vis- 
it years ago, and there was mutual gladness to meet 
again. Other afflictions detained our regular singer 
at home, and we depended upon local talent. 
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The writer remembers this later visit by the de- 
lightful entertainment in a beautiful Christian home 
with those who for many years had been connected 
with the Shaker community in the town. Some of 
the resident Shakers attended the services, and bore 
testimony to their faith. There was a good attend- 
ance and several became inquirers. 

In Y we were again without our regular 

leader in song, a volunteer worker taking the place 
with great acceptance. We had been several times 
in the town, and two or three times in that village. 
We had never met the same pastor before, but he 
and his people gave us a glad welcome. Quite a 
number attended from the other .village with their 
pastor. In some places we always expected a work 
of grace. Sympathy with our methods of work, a 
spirit of prayer and consecration, an earnest desire 
that Christians might be strengthened and souls 
saved, makes it easy to repeat the "old, old story" to 
listening ears and hearts, willing to receive the truth 
in love. 

This was our experience in Y . Quite a 

large number were seekers of personal salvation, 
and the week we spent with that people has been re- 
membered with joy. 

The writer gladly met for the first time the earn- 
est pastor in A , Vermont. The invitation was 

but from one church, but the other pastor assisted 
in the services. Our singer being absent, we were 
greatly helped by the local singers, who were above 
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the average in the gift of song. There were some 
hindrances ("Old Sores") in the community, but 
we paid no attention to them ; as best we could we 
declared the truths, "Man a sinner and Christ a 
Saviour." In the invitations given, the unconverted 
responded gladly, and several became inquirers in 
the ' way of salvation. Saturday night was a snow- 
storm, and the high wind all night drifted the roads 
badly, but quite a number managed to get through 
the drifts to the Sunday services.' We closed with 
the excellent feeling of ministers and people. The 
word came to us afterwards that there was an in- 
gathering of souls to the church. 

Another long journey brought us to B , in 

Maine. We had the joy of meeting with a pastor 
that we had labored with in other fields with great 
success. In poor health now, he did all he was able 
to do to assist in the work. It was his last pastorate ; 
after lingering a little while with his loved ones, he 
entered the "Church Triumphant." We had wit- 
nessed in his former fields such wonderful changes 
as the fruit of his faithful sowing, we were hopeful 
that again his heart would be cheered by enjoying 
another outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The most 
cordial sympathy was manifested; deep conviction 
seemed to be in the meetings, but there was an ap- 
parent determination to refuse to publicly confess 
Christ. Possibly too much reliance was placed up- 
on the workers to bring a blessing, rather than de- 
pending upon the Holy Spirit. There were a few 
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inquirers. Ministers and others from adjoining 
towns were present, and rendered faithful assistance. 
The people seemed pleased with the meetings. 

We had a very pleasant visit at C- . There 

seemed to be sympathy. A thriving academy was 
in the village, that apparently controlled all public 
gatherings. They had entertainments of various 
kinds, and the attention of a large part of the uncon- 
verted people was in that direction. They gave up 
one evening for our service, and a few of the stu- 
dents attended at other times, but not many, except 
on Sunday. Besides the school there were other en- 
tertainments in the village. We were invited by 
one church, but the other minister and some of his 
people were with us in several services. But few 
unconverted would openly confess Christ, but some 
who made a start seemed fully decided to become 
Christians. The social intercourse we had with the 
people was delightful, and we made many friends 
among them. A second series of evangelistic meet- 
ings with such a people often brings glorious results. 

We were told that the next place we were to visit 
was one of the most difficult to succeed in Christian 
work of any in that whole section. Some misunder- 
standing about our entertainment made our arrival 
unpleasant, and probably affected the whole of our 
visit. The pastor did not live in the village, and 
was not present at all our meetings. It was diffi- 
cult to secure an organist to be present at all the 
meetings, and the singers were reluctant to come to 
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the front and engage in song, preferring to have our 
leader, not only in his solo singing, but to do most 
of the chorus singing, also. They enjoyed his solos 
and were helped by them. As we became better ac- 
quainted the meetings moved along more smoothly, 
and we trust a foundation was laid for a good work. 
We were not left without witness that the blessed 
Spirit moves on human hearts, notwithstanding ap- 
parent hindrances, as some responded to the invi- 
tations given to accept Christ. 

We had some visitors from other places, but the 
pastor was absent the last two Sabbath services. It 
IS in just such places that evangelists are needed, 
**To strengthen the things that are ready to die," 
and we are glad we had the privilege of holding 
forth the gospel of the Son of God, and say some 
words to encourage the faithful resident Christians, 
who have constantly before them the hindrances 
that we only see for a few days, and we do not re- 
gret our visit at D . 

After a vacation of a few weeks, meanwhile at- 
tending the annual conference of the Evangelistic 
Association of New England in Boston, and several 
other religious gatherings, we began a fortnight's 

series of meetings in E , Mass., with a song 

leader who had not been in our especial line of 
work, but who rendered faithful service. He was 
converted in one of the early years of our work, and 
now himself serving as an evangelist. 

The church had not much strength in numbers, 
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and the attendance was light. There was another 
church in the village that took a large part of those 
who usually attended religious services, and some- 
what overshadowed the one where the meetings 
were held. The pastor who invited us was an earn- 
est, faithful servant of Gk)d, and although few in 
numbers, his church had some devoted Christians. 
Not a great many unconverted attended, but some 
of those were moved to openly confess Christ. As 
frequently occurs, there were public entertainments 
in the community that claimed attenticai. We had a 
very pleasant visit, and believe we were of much 
help to that people. 



J 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
Another Departure. 



And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. Ther« 
stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, sayins, 
Ck>me over into Macedonia, and help us. Acts 16:9. 



UP TO this period we had made appointments, 
as invited, without regard to denomination 
affiliation, moving from one part of New England 
to another as desired or could make it convenient, 
but this year there was a group of churches that ap- 
pointed an evangelical committee and resolved to 
engage evangelists to visit each cliurch in the group 
at such times as they should make the appointments. 
The Evangelistic Association of New England were 
invited to recommend from their members such- 
evangelists as they judged would be helpful in the 
work. The writer was recommended to' fill the 
place. For several weeks the singer who had so 
long been associated with him in the work was unable 



ANOTHER DEPAkTURE. 2gi 

to engage in this arrangement on account of special 
home cares, which afflictive losses in the home had 
made imperative. 

So another singer, Mr. John F. Gibson of Ames- 
bury, Mass., was engaged who filled the place with 

great acceptance. We began the work in F , in 

the state of Maine, and continued together for twen- 
ty-two weeks without interval, being in delightful 
harmony with the committee, and pleasant meetings 
with the churches most of this time in the group al- 
luded to. 

We were received cordially in F . The expe- 
rienced pastor ministered to two churches, living 
himself in the other village from where we began, 
but he was with us most of the time, and with earn- 
est words and fervent prayers doing all possible to 
help the work, and make the strangers feel at home. 
Perhaps the published letters of that group of 
churches may be of interest, and the pastors wrote 
to their denominational paper : "The Lord has been 

blessing our church in F ." "Two weeks ago 

Evangelists and came to labor with 

us there. A goodly number have manifested a de- 
sire to be Christians. Four or more have been 
brought into the liberty of the gospel ; quite a num- 
ber of backsliders have been brought back, and oth- 
ers have arisen for prayers. Last evening was 
their last service. It was a meeting of power. Six 
of those converted are heads of families, and we are 
looking for others to follow. Brother is a 
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judicious manager. These meetings have been 
free from anything of a sensational character, but 
the power and Spirit of Grod have been manifest 
They are grand workers for the Master." 

In a later letter the same pastor wrote: "The 

evangelists then went back to F , and stayed one 

week more, and some five or six more came out 
happy." And in reference to the church at his 

home he wrote: "The work here in G was a 

good one. A number arose for prayer, and quite a 
number of small children made a start. There were 
some eight or more grown people whom we expect 
to go forward in the Christian life. The work 
seems to be deep and thorough, and the people were 
loath to part with those who had in the hands of God 
been the means of doing them so much good." 

One remarkably interesting service was held in 
G , Saturday afternoon. We called it a chil- 
dren's meeting. The district grange was in 
session in the town that day, and in the afternoon 
they adjourned their meeting and bodily came in 
ours, and it was a meeting of great power. 

We visited H , the third town of the "group." 

Unfortunately an epidemic of measles was in the 
community and kept some from the meetings. The 
earnest pastor and wife had themselves been previ- 
ously engaged in evangelistic work, and our meth- 
ods differed so much from theirs, that it took a few 
days to get acquainted and move in the same chan- 
nel. The Holy Spirit sometimes manifests Himself 
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in aft unexpected manner. As the writer was stand- 
ing near the stove before an evening service, a com- 
pany of rather rude young men began to talk to him 
unpleasantly, they innocently supposing they were 
*'smart" in so doing. He was not troubled at such 
foolish outbreaks. One of them a bright young 
man, evidently an associate, reproved the others, 
saying in substance, "Don't talk so; don't talk so." 
I felt that the Lord was leading him. Before many 
days he arose for prayer, and from his own lips 
came a public confession of his need, and a purpose 
to serve Christ. 

There was to be a large meeting of another dis- 
trict grange with a dinner and public installation of 
the officers, and we were told that if we would ap- 
point our afternoon service an hour later than usual 
they would all come in, so we acceded to their re- 
quest, and we not only enjoyed their meeting, but 
they came in and appeared to enjoy ours. It so hap- 
pened that the same day the writer in a paper read 
some witty sketches that would apply to the grange, 
so after the installation exercises he was invited to 
address them, and using these sketches carried the 
meeting by storm. It seemed to be the turning point 
of the meetings, for after that the interest greatly 
increased, and were as we had seen them in other 
places, and they closed grandly. The pastor wrote 

in his denominational paper: " , assisted by 

, recently closed a series of meetings in this 

place. As the result ten expressed a desire to be 
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Qiristians. Brothers and are faith- 
ful workers. Let there be hearty co-operation on 
the part of pastors and people, and large results may 
be expected anywhere." 

What shall I say about the next place? A self- 
sacrificing pastor, giving his life for a people in the 
name of the Lord and by that people beloved. 

We met so many people in calls with the pastor 
and others in a social way, that we have many pre- 
cious remembrances. We cannot forget the many 
kind words spoken to us, and the sweet home life 
where we were entertained. Let the pastor tell his 
story as he wrote it to his paper. 

"We closed yesterday a series of meetings, Bret > 

and of the Evangelistic Association of 

New England were with us. Meetings were of a 

high order. The church in I was strengthened, 

and several have taken Christ as their Saviour ; most 

of them adults. Bros. and are good 

workers. Bro. is one of the old guard, hav- 
ing had twenty-two years* experience in evangelistic 
work." 

One of the best men we ever found in the minis- 
try was in J . He preached in three places — in 

his home church, in a schoolhouse twenty miles 
from his home in a lumber district, and in another 
schoolhouse on line of R. R. 

We landed at the station, our singer and the writ- 
er, and found a sleigh ready for us to drive to our 
place of entertainment in the lumber district. The 
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pastor could not go until later, but directed us to 
"that corner," "then straight road," "then comer," 
etc., for some miles over a road we had never even 
heard of, but we found the place all right. At night 
our host, unable on account of poor health to go with 
us, directed us the one and one-half miles to the 
schoolhouse. We were to turn when we came to a 
wood road, and then down the hill, etc. The night 
was very dark. After we had gone part of the dis- 
tance, though quite cold, we found water in the 
road; a mill pond was not far away, and we were 
alarmed lest we were on the edge of the pond, but 
by care we got through. It was a springy portion 
of road that was always wet, even in the winter. We 
reached the old-fashioned schoolhouse at last, where 
we found a fair number ready to receive us, the min- 
ister and imported organist coming from another 
direction, and we had an interesting opening meet- 
ing, the lumbermen seeming glad to see us. Part of 
the time of our visit was bad traveling, on account 
of drifted roads, but the heartiness of the people who 
attended, and the glad greeting we had, encouraged 
us in our efforts. It was a novel experience to meet 
those open-hearted, strong young men. The minis- 
ter wrote to his paper : 

"A series of revival meetings was held in a school- 
house in J , five miles from the old church, con- 
ducted by Evangelists and . These 

meetings were eminently successful. The good old 
gospel was preached and sung with clearness and 
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point, and with a large degree of loving sympathy of 
Jesus. God honored His truth. The Holy Spirit's 
power was manifested, and twenty, ranging perhaps 
from six to more than four-score in age, expressed 
a desire to beccMne Christians. Six of these are in 
one family, and four in another. Efficient service 
was rendered by Miss , an organist, and help- 
ful worker among young people. To God be all 
the praise." 

The next meeting was in K , another school- 
house where the minister preached once in two 
weeks. There was a remnant of a church in the vil- 
lage. The building was unfortunately located, CMie 
side of the village, and much dilapidated, so it was 
impossible to hold service there. There were very 
few Christians in the village, and the people were 
unreasonably prejudiced against the church, prefer- 
ring something not in the evangelistic line. No 
place could be found for our entertainment, so the 
pastor hired a tenement, borrowed furniture, and 
with his wife and the workers made a family as in- 
dependent as millionaires, the first experiment we 
had ever had of the kind. The meetings were fair- 
ly attended, and deep interest awakened in them. 
The traveling was so bad that it prevented some 
from attending who otherwise would have been glad 
to come. Some attended from the lumber district 
we had last left, and they expected to come in full 
numbers the last Sabbath, but on Saturday came 
"one of the hardest storms ever known in New Eng- 
land." 
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In "our family" we had hoped to have a house full 
to entertain, but we found it impossible to get to the 
place of meeting ourselves, although but a few steps 
away. There was much conviction in the services 
that were held, and an early giving up of some to 
the Lord, but we remembered it was God's weather 
and we did not murmur. The railroad was blocked 
with drifts and broken ice, so we could not get to 
our next place until Tuesday afternoon. (I have re- 
ferred to that in a previous period in this narrative.) 
The minister wrote, "The meetings have started 
well in K . Three arose for prayer last even- 
ing," and later he wrote, "The meetings held under 
were well attended, interesting and profit- 
able. The severe storm and freshet prevented meet- 
ings the last Sunday. A good number expressed 
their desire to follow Christ. A few came out de- 
cidedly for Him. There is hope for this old church." 

The remnant of a church that preachers occasion- 
ally ministered to in a schoolhouse in L , where 

but few other houses were in sight, desired to have a 
series of meetings. So after quite a ride from an- 
other town, we were gladly received in the homes 
where we were to be entertained, and in the evening 
at the schoolhouse began the meetings. 

It had snowed lightly all day ; a few of met us 
there, and we enjoyed a good opening meeting. The 
heavy roads were difficult for travel, but by night 
they were broken out, and we had a fair audience. 
We found some devoted Christians there, though de- 
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privcd of continuous religious privileges, and when 
an opportunity was given, offered their testimony 
for Christ. From a church in another part of the 
town, and from an adjoining town, the ministers 
and a few people were with us in some of the ser- 
vices. In the house where the writer was enter- 
tained resided a middle-aged lady, who was an earn- 
est Christian, and when health permitted was active 
in Christian work, but when we were there she was 
an invalid, and being unable to attend the school- 
house meetings, we held some of the afternoon ser- 
vices at the house, in which were two families, that 
she might have the privilege those who were not 
"shut ins" had been enjoying. 

There were three or four snowstorms during the 
fortnight of our stay, one evening no service. The 
attendance was not large. Backsliders were revived 
again, and some interest was manifested by others. 
My host, a leading man in the town, was not called 
a Christian before our coming, but in the services he 
publicly confessed he had accepted Christ in secret 
before our coming. Some young men met me at the 
close of one service, and we had a pleasant talk to- 
gether; the purport of the conversation confirmed 
me in the opinion that the Holy Spirit was giving 
them unrest, when one asked me, "If I don't join the 
church shall I go to hell ?" I simply replied by ask- 
ing him, "Have I said so in the meetings?" He 
made no answer. People living in large places 
where ther^ are prosperous churches, can have but 
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little idea of the desolation in some of the sparsely 
settled places of New England. We were glad we 
could be helpful in such places. This closed the 
"group" of churches where we had been for several 
weeks. 

Our next place was M , a town not far away, 

where there were two churches. Both ministers 
were earnest men. Most of the services were held 
in one church, though both ministers were in at- 
tendance, and by their sympathy and faithful words 
aided the work. In a letter to his paper one of them 

wrote, *The two evangelists, — — E and , 

members of the New England Evangelistic As- 
sociation, who have been holding special meetings 
with the Baptist church, closed their labors on Sun- 
day with unicMi meetings in the Congregational 
church. The attendance at these closing services 

was large, and the words of Mr. were tender 

and persuasive, while the sc«igs of Mr. — • — - — went 
straight to the heart. During the meetings the 
hearts of Christians have been strengthened, and 
some have expressed a desire to be in the Christian 
life, and we can but feel that other results of these 
labors will yet be manifest here." 

We received a letter from a minister in N , 

who was a stranger to us, and we had never held 
meetings in his church, asking when we could be 
with that people? We were pleased to read in his 
letter that his "people were a thoughtful people." We 
judged by that that they had been tr^in^d to "endure 
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sound doctrine." We were glad to have the refresh- 
ing we expected to receive. It was the breaking up 
of spring, the muddy roads ahnost impassable. 
There were not as large single audiences as we 
sometimes met with, but quite a number of different 
ones attended. The population was some scattered, 
and the traveling was such that the same ones could 
not always attend, but all through the Spirit's power 
was manifest. 

We were glad to become acquainted with such a 
pastor, and regretted that the previous acceptance of 
a call to another field was to soon take him from that 
people. But let him tell his own impressions of the 
meetings as he wrote to his denominational paper: 
**The greatest outpouring of the Holy Spirit I ever 
witnessed has been vouchsafed us here. A count of 
heads will not adequately estimate the results. The 
life of some whole families has been revolutionized. 
Sinners flocked to the standard of the cross. There 
were individual cases of marked power. 

"Our little church has been remarkably quickened. 
Of excitement there was none, but of grace there 

was an abundance. Messrs. and were 

the evangelists conducting the meetings. Both these 

men are worthy of high praise. Mr. is a 

sweet and effective singer and very earnest in his 
work. Mr. has had a varied and rich ex- 
perience, which he uses to enforce his work. He has 
learned the art of fishing for men at their Master's 
feet. His sermons were keen, bright, forceful, and 
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Biblical presentations of the truth. I comm,end 
these men without reserve to the confidence of the 
Congregational churches of Maine." 

After several years' interval, with our old singer 
again in the work, we were invited to visit again 

S , in New Hampshire (chapter seven), where 

on the previous visit was "the greatest revival that 
had been in the church for fifty years." The at- 
tendance was good, and several came from out-of- 
town and from other villages in the town. The pas- 
torate had changed since our first visit, but one of 
our old friends was the minister. The meetings all 
through were interesting, and in same cases especial- 
ly deep conviction. Though there was not so exten- 
sive a revival as on the previous visit, yet there was 
a good number started in the Way of Life. It was 
pleasant to meet those who were converted on the 
former occasion, and enjoy their fellowship, not as 
seekers of salvation, but now rejoicing in a Chris- 
tian experience, proved by many years' service of 
the Master. Death had done its work, and taken 
some home; removals had taken others from the 
town, but some of the old guard, who were Chris- 
tians when we first met them in the "Great Revival" 
were still living on, nearer the end of their journey, 
with brighter hopes as each day brought them near- 
er the "palace of the King." 

We were again in T for a week with an ex- 
ceedingly pleasant visit with one of our old friends, 
a pastor whom we had enjoyed working with in an- 
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Other field. He was more earnest than ever. Friends 
from other towns were in attendance. The weather 
was part of the time stormy, but usually we had a 
good and attentive audience. The Holy Spirit 
moved upon hearts ready to yield to His influence, 
and a number expressed a purpose to live a Chris- 
tian life. There was a delightful feeling of fellow- 
ship when we left the place. 

We were met at a station and driven about five 
miles to U , N. H.j to begin a ten days' meet- 
ing. The pastor preached in two churches, but did 
not live where the meetings were held, but was in 
nearly every service. Several years before we had 
visited the place, and it was a pleasure to meet those 
who had then accepted Christ. Some had moved in 
the village, and we were strangers to them. We 
were deeply impressed to learn that one who had been 
converted in our meetings in another town, had been 
active in making preparation for our meetings in 
U . It was an active dairy village, many en- 
gaged in the milk business. One of our friends of 
the former visit had met with serious losses by fire, 
but was again gaining means. There was a sturdy 
piety among those farmers. I was told of this 
friend of mine, that if any one should buy a cow of 
him, she would always prove better than he recom- 
mended her. Such people have no difficulty in sell- 
ing all the stock they desire to. The church was 
not a large one, and they were a busy people, but 
in the evenings there was ^ good attendance. 
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A deep seriousness pervaded the meetings, and 
several accepted Christ, among them sonxe prominent 
people, and afterwards the report came that the con- 
verts were among the best workers in the church. 

The next place, V , was the other parish of 

the same pastor, and where he resided. At our first 
visit there years ago, there was no church building 
that side the river, and in a hall where the people 
worshipped, we had all the time crowded audiences, 
and great spiritual blessings. Since then a new 
church of another denomination has been organized, 
and a fine building erected. One earnest pastor 
was there in the new building, and once we visited 
them with good results following the work. At 
this later visit another pastor, one of the best men 
of his denomination in the state. There was evi- 
dently a feeling with some in the commimity 
averse to hearty union in religious work, but not- 
withstanding, there were good audiences, and the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit's power. Several 
came from other towns, and some of them rend- 
ered valuable assistance in the services. In nearly 
every service there were some from the Vermont 
side of the river, only a mile away from the town, 

that was in close relation to V in many public 

gatherings. Several came also from U , the 

last place. Altogether the meetings were of great 
benefit to the neighborhood, not only in the new 
cases of inquiry, but in confirming the faith of 
those who had confessed their need of Christ in 
U . V 



304 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST. 

Some years ago we visited one of the hill towns 
of New Hampshire, endeavoring to aid the people 
in spiritual matters, and while we then had the help 
of a faithful pastor, we found all we could do would 
not bring the people to the service. It was bad trav- 
eling and maple sugar time that probably prevented 
some from attending, though the principal reason 
was the lack of religious interest. There were a 
few faithful Christians ; the largest number we had 
at any of the services at that time was thirty-eight 
all told. But our rule was that no seeming failure 
at one visit should prevent our accepting another in- 
vitation after a suitable time had elapsed. So we 

gladly accepted an invitation to visit W once 

more. The present pastor was a young man not 
yet ordained to the ministry. He was the one who 
was the first convert in the wonderful revival in 

E , referred to in chapter ten. The attendance 

was remarkably large for the size of the place, and 
the deepest interest all through. 

We had several earnest workers from other towns 
to assist in the services, and quite a number became 
inquirers in the Way of Salvation. It was a de- 
lightful week we spent with that people, and this 
was but the beginning of a great change in the re- 
ligious sentiment of the community that was fol- 
lowed the next year under another pastor with a 
sweeping work of grace, and continued with addi- 
tional refreshing in after years. 

After a long ride over the hills of northern New 
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Hampshire we found ourselves in X . We had 

been there two or three times in earlier years, the 
last previous visit many turning to the Lord. We 
perceived at the beginning that there were some 
hindrances in the way, but uniting with the earnest 
pastor and brethren from abroad, who assisted in 
the services, we labored with prayer, word and song 
to strengthen the faith of Christians and lead un- 
converted to Christ. 

The one who preached in the Unitarian church in 

X was present in some of the meetings, and 

took part acceptably. He has since become pastor 
of a Congregational church, and later has been 
called to the pastorate of the Congregational church 
in X , which call he has accepted. 

The one who preached in W ^had his home 

in X , and one evening a lot of his people came 

over to celebrate his wedding anniversary, and af- 
terwards attend our services. Some of the old 
guard that we had met in X on former occa- 
sions were still living and earnest in the faith. The 
meetings were well attended, and a number openly 
confessed their desire to become Christians. 

On the other side of the mountains we met in 
Y a people who had experienced a rich bless- 
ing. Through a minister who had preached for 
them occasionally, assisted by outside help, and 
God's blessing they had witnessed a wonderful 
work of grace. The organization of an efficient 
churchy and the erection of a fine building had f ol- 
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lowed, and the people were rejoicing in the Lord. 
We had nothing to do with the previous work, but 
when invited we consented to be with them a fort- 
night and enjoy their fellowship, and aid them all in 
our power. A fine hall had been erected in the 
place by an organization existing there, hoping that 
its rental for dances and other entertainments would 
bring considerable revenue ; but since the revival re- 
ferred to, up to our visit, there was not enough pat- 
ronage to pay the interest of the money invested in 
the cost of the hall, the people preferring religious 
meetings to worldly entertainment. There was a 
good attendance at our meetings, and good spiritual 
interest. Several new cases of inquiry presented 
themselves, and we hope others were confirmed in 
the truth. 

The next meeting was in the other village of the 
town in Z , where the pastor resided, he preach- 
ing also in Y . We met people who seemed in 

sympathy with our work. There had been quite a 
number of conversions within a year previous, and 
the last year of our visit some of these were re- 
ceived in full membership. There seemed a deep 

interest all the week we were in Z , and several 

took a stand for Christ. As the interest was in- 
creasing, we were looking for a rich season of bless- 
ing on the Sabbath, but Saturday night and all day 
Sunday the snow was falling, and at times quite a 
high wind. 

A few ventured out to the services during the day 
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and in the evening was a fair audience. The pre- 
siding elder was with us, and favored the audience 
with an excellent sermon. There were a good num- 
ber, some of them young people inquiring the Way 
of Life. This was another of the places where we 
believe another week would have resulted in still 
greater blessing, but we had an appointment in 

A , Me., that must be met, and we had not time 

to postpone the appointment after we came to that 
conclusion. 

We found the pastor and people in A glad to 

meet us. The church was in good condition, as 
would naturally be with such an earnest, devoted 
pastor, and his companion also active in different 
forms of Christian work, especially with the young. 
We regret that in some places people do not have 
much confidence in child piety, as is conducive to 
great results with that class. There were two or 
three snowstorms and drifted roads while we were 

there in A , and part of the time it was very cold. 

One afternoon there was no service on account of a 
funeral. We were there a fortnight. The first 
Sabbath, a church and pastor, who were a little way 
off, gave up their service and attended and assisted 
in ours. The pastor of the church where the meet- 
ings were held did all possibly in sympathy and as- 
sistance, and the members were earnest in testimony 
and prayer. We could discover no especial obsta- 
cles, unless there was too much dependence upon the 
visitors to bring a blessing. The services seemed at 



308 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AN EVANGELIST, 

. I I ■ ■ .. M ■ ,. », , 

times to be filled with the convicting power of the 
Holy Spirit, and some took a decided stand upon 
the Lord's side. At the last service the congrega- 
tion passed a vote of approval of the work. The 
pastor wrote to his paper after we left : "The church 
has just been enjoying the strong preaching and 

sweet singing of Evangelists and . 

These helpers came to the church when it seemed to 
the members that everything was ready for a large 
ingathering. They remained two weeks, and the 
spiritual life of the town was strengthened by the 
work they did. It is believed, too, that more marked 
results are yet to be seen than have already been 
manifest." 

The closing evangelistic meeting of the twenty- 
five years, of which we have attempted a partial nar- 
rative, was near our home in B . A good at- 
tendance and cordial sympathy of the people con- 
tinued through the week. There had been some es- 
pecial religious interest manifested for quite a while 
in the church, and it was our privilege to be helpers 
in gathering in thesheavesand realizing the blessing 
of the sower and reaper rejoicing together. For 
the remainder of the year the writer supplied pul- 
pits several times, attended stated religious gather- 
ings, state, county and district fellowship meetings, 
and every way that opened before him endeavored 
to serve the Master, who had so kindly granted him 
the privilege to labor as an evangelist. Since the 
time this narrative includes he has continued in his 
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chosen work as opportunity offered, but as it was 
the design of this record to be only for twenty-five 
years, the future must tell its own story. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Work and Workers. 



And thej went forth, and preached everywhere, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with 
ligns following. Mark 16:20. 



AS WAS stated at the beginning of this twenty- 
five years* review, the primary object that 
led the writer to become an evangelist was to 
awaken the lay element in the churches to active en- 
deavor. But very soon it developed in a desire to 
win souls for the Master. Believing thoroughly in 
the work of the stated ministry, and never doubting 
their earnestness and fidelity, we found that there 
were times and seasons when plain truths should be 
declared in the churches in such a way as to be ap- 
plied to individual life, and that for the regular pas- 
tors to do it would be regarded as invidious, and not 
accomplish the end desired. As was said to the 
writer by one of large experience, and who has the 
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confidence of all the churches in New Hampshire, 
and who is no coward in declaring the truth, *'You 
can say some things that ought to be said, and / can 
say words on your topics that would give offence if 
/ spoke them independently in my pulpit." 

We began first to study the needs of the churches, 
and while avoiding as far as we had wisdom grant- 
ed us, utterances that might give offence, presenting 
abstract truths, could leave the hearers to make their 
own application, and after a little while going 
among the churches, we were able to gather facts 
and experiences, so we had an abundance of inci- 
dents to use in the application of the truth that were 
not found in the books, but claimed the attention of 
the people. We found our experiences told power- 
fully upon the listeners. 

We believed in public confessions of contrition 
for wrongdoing, where it was known in the com- 
munity, but not in the public confession of sins 
known to God and affecting our relations to Him. 
We believed the latter should be confessed to God 
alone, and after life should correspond to the repent- 
ance. 

In one place I had been speaking of the benefit of 
public confessions, and one who had been a physi- 
cian, but whose wicked life had lost him his practice, 
and from pity the few friends he had secured a dis- 
trict school so he could live, heard my words. In 
the meeting he arose, and with deep emotion, said in 
substance, "Friends, you know what my life has 
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been. I ask you to forgive me, as I have asked God 
to forgive, and pray for me that in the future I may 
live for Him/' The effect on that audience was 
thrilling, so unexpected. I soon after gave an invi- 
tation for those who wanted to be Christians to arise 
and fourteen stood upon their feet. But much as I 
believed in confession, sometimes I was put in an 
embarrassing position on their account. 

In one place there was deep feeling at the closing 
service, and a request was handed me, saying a man 
wanted to make a confession, so I gave him the- best 
time possible, just before I was to say the closing 
words. And, standing facing the audience, he be- 
gan in a shrill, scolding tone, "I want to make a 
confession. I have forsaken the assembling myself 
together,'' and then pointing to the audience, said : 
*'You knozv why I haven't come to meeting," and 
repeating it with spite, said : "I have three boys ; one 
of them drinks, another swears, another is on a 
street railroad in Boston. Pray for them," and 
more in that strain. 

All the solemnity of that meeting was gone. The 
audience couuld not help laughing, the whole thing 
seemed so ludicrous. I was distressed. When he 
closed I arose and every eye was upon me. I en- 
tirely Ignored the man, as if I had never heard of 
him, spoke on the topic of the evening, and in about 
five minutes got the audience with me, and had a 
good ending. The next morning one of my helpers! 
took him to task, and he asked my forgiveness, and 
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said he hadn't been to meeting of late "because peo- 
ple don't like to hear me talk," and I said, "Do you 
want to talk when people don't want to hear? I 
never should do so," and that closed the incident. 

At one time the writer related his own experienc- 
es and difficulties in coming to Christ. That night 
there was a large. number forward for prayer, 
filling the pews across the front of the church, and 
when grasping the hand of the inquirers, one man 
drew me down to him and said, "You have been 
telling the people all about me tonight." I never 
knew anything about the man before, and had no 
idea when I spoke that it would apply to any one. 

I was once referring to the difficulty of control- 
ling a quick temper, and suggested that it had 
helped some by repeating the Lord's prayer when 
inclined to be angry. I soon received a letter from 
a bright young lady, saying that was her difficulty, 
and it gave me an opportunity to reply, and suggest 
how she might win a complete victory. She gave 
herself to Christ and won. More than twenty years 
afterwards I was entertained in her Christian home, 
where, blessed with lovely children, kindness and 
love were supreme. 

Occaiftonally, though not often, we found minis- 
ters who were misunderstood by their people, and 
separation was talked of, but our coming to the 
place was the means of lengthening several pastor- 
ates, some of them for years, with perfect harmony 
abiding. At one time we were in a place near Dart- 
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mouth college. The pastor was a most excellent 
man, but misunderstood by some of the people, yet 
the spiritual tide had been rising. The pastor of 
the college church was present just before Fast Day, 
and he invited us to conduct the Fast Day services 
in the college church in the forenoon, we leaving 
others to care for the service iij the place where we 
were holding meetings. I asked him what I should 
tell the educated people in Hanover, and he said, 
"Just what you have told this people today." 

When we returned in the afternoon we learned 
that in our absence the church had agreed to have 
two meetings, the men in one room, the women in 
the other. In the men's meeting confessions were 
made, pardon was asked of the minister, and all 
ended in peace and love, and God's blessing rested 
on the people. 

We were sometimes moved to thankfulness when 
in homes where we were entertained by some pecu- 
liar incident occurring. In one place there were el- 
egant homes, where the inmates would gladly offer 
their hospitality, but the writer found himself enter- 
tained where there was evidently not much of the 
world's prosperity — not a carpet on the floor, and 
other evidences of scanty supply of wants, and at 
that I wondered why I was sent there. But I found 
the lady of the home (and she was a true lady) had 
asked to have me there. She had a husband and 
three sons, and as she was converted in one of our 
former meetings, she hoped I might help her loved 
ones find Christ. 
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Everything possible was done to make my stay 
pleasant. The second boy arose for prayer. On 
Sunday afternoon as I was standing outside the 
house, the oldest boy was by me. He had been re- 
garded as rather wild. I said to him : "Willie, don't 
you wish sometimes that you were a Christian ?" He 
said: "Yes, I do sometimes." I then had a little 
pleasant talk with him. He did not arise for pray- 
ers. On Monday morning as I was sitting at a table 
writing, waiting for a team to take me away, he 
came and stood before me, and I bade him good-bye. 
He worked in a sawmill, and the whistle blew to 
call the men to work, but he made no movement to 
go, and I could not understand it. At last his moth- 
er came in, and said, "Willie can't bear to have you 
go," and there were moist eyes there. To think 
that God will bind another heart in that way to. 
yours is one of the joys of an evangelist. 

We were holding meetings in a church that was 
poorly lighted. Quite a number were forward for 
prayer, when a harsh voice came from near the 
door, "Josie Scripture, your mother wants you to 
come home." The poor, troubled girl left the in- 
quiry seat, and as she passed the desk, she said, "Do 
not forget to pray for me." 

The cruel stepmother could not bear to have the 
girl become a Christian, so had called her home. She 
was after that taken ill, and asked that the pastor 
might be sent for, and the father said he would ask 
him, and he told the pastor, "I don't want you to 
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say anything to Josie about religion/* and wisely the 
pastor refused to go with that restriction. The girl 
was failing, and she pleaded to see her pastor, and 
at last consent was given that he might say anything 
he desired. He found her rejoicing in a bright 
hope, and just before she passed away, a friend at 
her bedside asked how she felt in view of death, and 
the response came from the suffering girl, "You 
know what I have had to pass through, and God has 
been with me, and He will not forsake me now/* 
and thus she entered into rest. A short time after 
the mother was thrown from a carriage and killed. 
Be it far from me to cast reproach on "stepmoth- 
ers." Some of the best women I have ever met 
have been of that class. This one I refer to was an 
exception. 

The writer has always made it a rule to never 
before an audience refer to any "out" a pastor may 
be afflicted with. I once had an earnest worker 
with me who had been addicted to tobacco, but had 
abandoned its use, but whenever he spoke upon con- 
secration, he always spoke very strongly against its 
use. In one place I found a minister who had the 
habit, and to avoid any unpleasantness, I planned to 
prevent my helper speaking, but gave the minister 
the time. After a few introductory words, he said 
with considerable feeling, "I have something about 
me that I ought not to have, and I'm going to give it 
up," and it melted some to tears. In the evening 
he repeated it with a similar effect. I naturally 
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thought he referred to his tobacco habit. As we 
were about to leave the town, I said to him, "I was 
glad to hear you say what you did the other day 
about tobacco; it will do a great deal of good." He 
replied, "I didn't refer to that, but I think I will 
give that up." The last time I saw him I judged by 
the odor he had been where some one used it, if not 
himself. So all my effort to shield him in the meet- 
ing was of no avail. 

But one case in the tobacco line was more pleas- 
ing in its results. We were invited at one time to 
enjoy a ride through the Franconia mountains with 
a party made up on our account. With the num- 
ber was an earnest worker, a commercial traveler, 
receiving a large salary from a Boston house. 

On the return trip to Littleton I rode with this 
man. I knew he was accustomed to use cigars. On 

our way he said to me, "Brother says a man 

cannot be a consecrated man and use tobacco." I 
thought I would say nothing on that point, but in- 
stead, I said, "Don't you think a man could be more 
successful as a Christian worker if he didn't use it ?" 

"Well, it might be so." I then said, "Brother , 

did you ever ask God to help you give it up ?" After 
waiting a few minutes, he replied, "To be honest, I 
have been afraid to ask God about it." I simply 
said, "You better ask Him." As I was to take the 
train at the station, he took from his pocket a cigar, 
and handing it to me, said, "I will never smoke an- 
other cigar until you give that back to me." He 
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lived some years before the Lord took him h 
He wrote that when he asked the Lord to help 
He did. "It is just like the Lord to do so." ] 
have that cigar as a memento in my home. 

Sometimes people who think they are Christ 
little imagine what it is to tempt others. I had 
me once as helpers two men who had both j 
time before been intemperate. One of them 
known in a large church as one of the most deA 
Christians in the city. His humility and ear 
ness won the love of all who knew him. Kno 
the terrible appetite he once had, at his own ch 
communion, he did not dare to partake of the 1 
The other man was of a different make-up, t 
good worker. We were at a place among the V 
mountains when their host brought on the cidei 
urged them to partake of it, but by the grace of 
they both refused. Had they once taken just 
glass, it would have led to their ruin, and the c 
we represented to a scandal that would have 
over the state. In one place when we wen 
church in the afternoon, there was a large bal 
in the vestibule. It was a new experience, an( 
could not understand it. It was about the tim 
form clubs were popular, and the club was goii 
have a dance in the hall near the church, anc 
good sisters thought it would be a good thin^ 
them to provide a supper for the dancers. "V 
one of my helpers went home after the meetino 
hostess was very glum about something, and 
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son, a good sized boy, asked his mother, "What is 
the trouble?" and she said, quite mournfully, "I 
didn't suppose we had anybody in the town mean 
enough to insult strangers by putting up a ball bill 
when they were holding meetings." The little fel- 
low spoke up, "You got up a ball supper." "O," said 
she, "that was the Reform club." He said, "I didn't 
suppose Christians got up ball suppers, and what 
difference is a Reform club dance from any other 
dance? / put up that ball bill." How far was the 
boy wrong? 

While we made it a point never to unduly urge 
young children to take any step forward, at the 
same time we believed in child piety, and that some 
fault, at least, lies with parents why the children of 
Christian parents do not earlier come to Christ, and 
some not at all. Christ made his belief in the mat- 
ter very plain, but the disciples did not agree with 
Him. 

After our many years' experiences we recognize 
the fact that some of the best Christians in the 
churches we have visited were moved to take the 
first step when quite young. We have believed it 
was wise to let the children act as their young hearts 
moved them. One girl by her mother's side wanted 
to be with the inquirers, and I merely suggested to 
the mother to let her come. She said, "Better let 
her be where she is." Another little girl, when asked 
if she didn't want to be a Christian, replied, "I am 
only eight years old." Where did she get the idea 
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that age had anything to do with being a Christian ? 
Our Catholic friends could teach us some lessons in 
this matter. In one place I told the children I 
wanted them to pray for me when I was gone. A 
boy of nine came forward. When two years after- 
wards we went back to that place, as I was coming 
out of the church, he put up his hand and drew me 
down to him and said, "Mr. Folger, I have prayed 
for you every day since you were here." A little 
while after I left the place I received an interesting 
letter from the dear little boy, in which he wrote in 
substance, "I have been holding meetings with the 
boys here, something like yours. Mamma helped me 
get up a list of topics, and several boys came to the 
meetings. When I gave an invitation for those 
who wanted to be Christians, some of them who did 
not arise in your meetings, arose." When that boy 
was only fourteen he was regarded as a pillar of the 
church, and now after years, he holds an important 
place in the church and denomination. What 
might have been his life if he had been hindered 
when only nine, but a Christian mother helped him 
onward. 

We sometimes visited the "shut-ins" with the 
minister, and were able to cheer hearts deprived of 
the public services. Sometimes in our visits we 
found some inmates of the household who were not 
church-goers, but our calls so pleased them that we 
met them afterwards in the meetings, and some- 
times among the converts. 
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We always desired to be regarded as "helps," 
rather than as simply evangelists, and we made it 
a point for the pastor to take a prominent part in 
the services, to be so identified with any interest that 
might be awakened, that when we left it would be 
completely in his control. When we succeeded in 
this plan there was seldom any perceived reaction 
that sometimes is supposed to occur. 

After the first year, for several years we would 
have workers from the churches, the Young Men's 
Qiristian Associations, the colleges, theological ;sem- 
inaries and other educational institutions, that were 
always glad to have their students with us, especial- 
ly if they were looking forward to a ministerial life. 
If requested by the pastors, we would leave for a few 
days two or three workers to further assist in gath- 
ering the sheaves, and frequently some of the richest 
fruit would follow by their helpfulness. 

We were generally transported to the next place, 
if not far away, by the people we were leaving, and 
if possible we always preferred to have as drivers 
unconverted young men, and some of the most pre- 
cious and fruitful results of personal work followed 
in consequence, though we never took advantage of 
a driver, but if he seemed glad to converse on per- 
sonal religion, we would lovingly endeavor to be 
helpful, but we never believed it wise to bore any 
one, and if we found it was not agreeable, we would 
turn the conversation on subjects that were pleasing 
to him, and we cannot recall a single instance where 
we gave offence while on our travels. 
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We had it understood that our especial work 
while with a people did not end our interest in them, 
but that any who desired help in any religious diffi- 
culty, we would be glad to correspond with and aid 
them all we could. Some of this correspondence 
was amiong the most precious of our experiences. 
We believed that when Grod had led any one to con- 
fide in us, with particular experiences, it was not 
only a duty, but a priceless privilege, to strengthen 
that relation that by it we might honor the Master, 
but we were careful not to break any confidential 
relation which trusting hearts had made with us. 

While holding meetings with a people we endeav- 
ored to be so identified with their interests, as if we 
belonged to them, that their homes were our homes, 
their church our church, and for the timp their place 
was our little world. 

We had the privilege of woi^king with every 
evangelical denomination, and always sustained the 
policy of the church with which we were laboring. At 
one time in Concord, the annual association of one 
of the denominations was being held in one of our 
churches, different from the one with which the 
writer was a member. He was in one session in a 
back seat. As success had followed our union 
work, some in that gathering thought it might be a 
good thing to choose a committee exclusively from 
their own denomination to carry on the work among 
their own churches. One advocate of the move- 
ment, not knowing I was present, made the remark. 
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"Brother Folger is a good man and worker, but he 
cannot preach the whole gospel/' meaning that I 
could not in a union meeting advocate the especial 
tenets of that denomination. We had previously 
held meetings in that minister's church, and when 
he made the above remarks there was already in 
print a letter from him as follows : "The coming to 
this place of the representatives of the New Hamp- 
shire Y. M. C. A. was evidently ordered and blessed 
of Almighty God to the promotion of His glory. It 
broke the spell of faithlessness which had been hin- 
dering a revival for two or three months. That 
spell once broken, a very satisfactory religious inter- 
est sprang up, and contiued for two or three months, 
resulting in the hopeful conversions of about fifty 
persons, half of whom were heads of families. 
Christians in this village will always pray 'God 
speed the effort of the Y. M. C. A.' Yours in Chris- 
tian love and sympathy." 

While this minister was making the remarks al- 
luded to about "preaching the whole gospel," there 
walked down the aisle, evidently without seeing me, 
one of the ablest ministers of the state, who was re- 
garded as among the most prominent in his denomi- 
national views. When the first man had closed his 
remarks, the latter arose, saying, "Brethren, you 

know what ^is, and what a hard field mine is. 

Brother Folger came to us and helped on a good 
work, and I want to say Brother Folger is no pros- 
elyter'^ The first minister then noticed my pres- 
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ence. After the meeting he met me on the street 
and said in a pleasant way, "We love the Y. M. C. 
A. no less, but the a little more." 

The writer had scxne very pleasant surprises in 
the course of his work; he supposed to encourage 
him and cause him to feel that while under the aus- 
pices of a committee for the first sixteen years, he 
was in their loving remembrance. In one place 
where there were educational institutions, the ser- 
vices were held in a large Town hall. Some of the 
committee came to assist him, and one of them 
when he was about to return home, took from him- 
self a nice new overcoat, and placed it upon the 
writer, telling him two tailors in his home city had 
agreed to help him in his cold rides, one furnishing 
the cloth, the other the making, and he was deputed 
to give the surprise. 

At another time near the beginning of the work, 
the responsibility seemed to him so great, and his 
unfitness for the work so pronounced, that he pro- 
posed to resign the position, giving the opportunity 
to the committee to find a successor in two months 
in the future. It was a Sunday forenoon when we 
were talking about the Bible, and for the first time 
I think in my experience as an evangelist, I de- 
scribed a ship's chronometer, "that it must be very 
exact, four seconds' error making a mile of distance 
and four minutes a degree." When I closed I arose 
to ask the minister to pronounce the benediction. I 
was feeling morbidly discouraged that day, and 
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when one of the committee who was present arose, 
I was fearing some criticism of some words I had 
said. He had his open Bible, and saying a few 
words about time, after reading from Ecclesiastes 
the first eight or ten verses of the third chapter, and 
holding a watch in his hands, which I supposed was 
one left by a deceased son that he sometimes used as 
an illustration, he made a few remarks about the 
watch, its accurate adjusting, etc., etc., then opening 
the case he read the engraving, my name, "from ex- 
ecutive committee Y. M. C. A. of N. H." 

I was never more surprised in my life as he pre- 
sented me with that beautiful timepiece. For a few 
moments I was overwhelmed and embarrassed, but 
I was able to express thanks, and the incident took 
the morbidness out of me, and the resignaticMi was 
not offered. 

In the first years of tht work we were usually 
three or four days in a place. There were so many 
invitations that we could not spend more time, and 
even then some had to be postponed until another 
year. In one year the writer was in one hundred 
and six different places, and having with him some- 
times five or six helpers, the plan adopted was to 
visit three places a week and three days to a place. 
I could be at the opening meeting when it occurred 
on Monday night. On Wednesday night I would 
send on one or two to begin the meetings, and I 
take them Thursday morning. On Friday night I 
woukJ send on two more to another place, and I 
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would follow on Saturday morning, but on Monday 
evening I could usually be at the opening service. 
That year I had with me one hundred and fifty-five 
different helpers. 

The first five years we depended upon volunteer 
leaders in the song service. But the committee con- 
cluded it was better to have an accomplished singer, 
and Mr. C. J. Jackson was engaged, and continued 
about nineteen years, rendering acceptable service. 

When he was unable to be with us we secured 
substitutes for the time being, all rendering faithful 
service, but so many different ones, it would be in- 
vidious to mention their names, unless we men- 
tioned all. But we will refer to Br. John F. Gib- 
son of Amesbury, Mass., who conducted the song 
service with the greatest acceptance for twenty-two 
weeks continuously, the longest time we ever held 
meetings without a break of the series. He was 
also a faithful worker in other directions, especially 
in personal work. 

After Mr. Jackson began, gradually, as the years 
passed on, fewer and fewer helpers were with us, it 
being the preference of the churches, and we re- 
mained longer in the places where we held meetings, 
from one to three weeks. While unable to mention 
the names of the different assistants the writer has 
had, he will refer to but two. Mr. Hollis Jordan, 
coming from a carpenter's bench, was with us seven 
months in the work, and afterwards became a suc- 
cessful independent evangelist. Mr.JiVilUs^^Had;;^ 
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ley came from working in a mill, and after being 
with us for five months, was invited to accept a pas- 
torate, and while preaching in different pulpits, pur- 
sued a course of study, culminating in being a stu- 
dent in a prominent theological seminary, and pastor 
of prominent churches. 

While this has been in a large degree a personal 
narrative, the writer would emphasize the fact that 
much of the success of the work, from the human 
side, is justly due to the faithful assistants he has 
had with him, much of it gratuitous labor. Quite 
a number of the workers have since become promi- 
nent ministers of the gospel, and several have be- 
come missionaries aniong the heathen in distant 
lands. With scarcely an exception, it has been re- 
garded as a privilege to be permitted to labor in the 
Master's vineyard, and whatever hardships have 
been encountered have been met as the willing dis- 
ciples of the risen Lord. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Finances and Conclusion. 



These things have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name 
of the Son of God. 1 John 5:13. 



IN THE state convention of New Hampshire, 
when the plan of visiting churches with 
evangelistic meetings was first proposed, a fund of 
nearly one thousand dollars was pledged, and it was 
expected that no one would receive compensation 
except traveling expenses, and some of the railroads 
favored the effort in granting especial privileges. 
After the work was well started, the writer, then 
engaged in business, was offered compensation, but 
refused it, as others did Hot receive it, and until he 
abandoned a business life to engage in the work, re- 
ceived only expense of travel. But when he was in- 
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vited to give his whole time to the work, he was 
guaranteed a salary, but he was the only one of the 
workers who were paid. The money for five years 
was raised from pledges in the annual state conven- 
tion, and from churches. Christian associations and 
individuals. About once or twice a year we would 
find a minister who was determined to take collec- 
tions while the meetings were held with his church. 
The committee, and especially the writer, were very 
much opposed to collections in the meetings. Too 
often mercenary motives are alleged to those who 
are working in such meetings as we held, and we 
had the delightful experience of carrying on a series 
of meetings for these five years, and not a sugges- 
tion made in reference to finance, except the slight 
exceptions referred to. We had been able to secure 
voluntary leaders in the song service, but after the 
first five years we could not expect any one qualified 
for that place to devote much time gratuitously, and 
this difficulty we regarded as a detriment to the 
work, as the writer was himself unable to sing. 
When it was known the writer desired a musical di- 
rector, by his invitation, Mr. C. J. Jackson and his es- 
timable wife, also a superior singer, gratuitously as- 
sisted for some weeks, and when the next state con- 
venticMi was held in Manchester, the new commit- 
tee chosen took the matter into consideration, but 
for hours could not devise a plan whereby a reason- 
able amount could be raised to pay another man for 
hb whole time, and yet the success of the work 
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seemed to imperatively demand it. After the com- 
mittee had failed to conclude a plan, the writer 
solved the problem by voluntarily relinquishing any 
stated salary, and offered if a paid singer was au- 
thorized by the committee to guarantee his salary 
and all the expenses of the work, including the ex- 
penses of the annual convention, receiving as his 
compensation what might be left from mcwiey raised 
from all sources, after other expenses were paid, in 
no case to exceed in amount what h's former salary 
had been. 

With that assurance the committee voted to engage 
Mr. Jackson, and also that in future collections 
should be taken in every place where meetings should 
be held, and this arrangement was continued while 
we were working under the same auspices, Mr. 
Jackson assisting in other work besides leading the 
Bong services, and somehow the writer was cared 
for in the following years. There seemed no other 
way to continue the work, though my mind has not 
changed in reference to the expediency of collec- 
tions in gospel meetings. I have never thought it 
wrong, and as the apostle Paul said, "Even so, hath 
the Lord ordained that they which preach the gos- 
pel should live of the gospel," I'Cor. 9:14. But 
Paul knew if he could keep finances out of his ser- 
vices it would be a great gain. 

While we never abated our love for souls lost in 
sin, and the heart burdens we continually carried 
are only known to those who have had similar ex- 
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periences, yet human nature is such that mercen- 
ary motives are attributed to those who are to be 
benefited by collections, and we could not ourselves 
keep from the dread of coming to the point in the 
meetings when collections were to be taken. In our 
opinion, strengthened by twenty-five years of expe- 
rience as evangelists, it would be far better to have 
all financial matters arranged for and completed be- 
fore strangers begin to hold meetings with a people. 
One illustration not probably in many places obtain- 
ing. In one place on Sunday night the collection 
was taken at the opening of the service, and the 
meeting closed with a precious season of spiritual 
rejoicing, one party was overheard to say with sur- 
prise, "Why, those men preached and sung just as 
earnestly after the collection was taken as if a col- 
lection was to come after their service." And we 
were quite amused at that remark. But there is a 
thought connected with it, more prevalent than 
would sometimes be supposed. It is not the uncer- 
tain amount received by the evangelist by collec- 
tions that is mainly cared for, but there is a respon- 
sibility connected with evangelistic work, that to be 
met right, should claim all there is in him body and 
soul. Consecrated as he ought to be to the Master's 
service, as far as possible all other considerations 
should be kept from his mind. He willingly sur- 
renders his home life that he may be used to bless 
other homes. He cares little for the fatigue that 
may come from travel in heat and cold, in sunshine 
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or storm. Inccmveniences he may meet with, but 
his prayer in reference to them is, that he may "en- 
dure hardness as a good soldier of ^ Jesus Christ," 
Timothy 2:3; and he can feel as Paul felt when 
writing to the Corinthians, "And I will very gladly 
spend and be spent for you ; though the more abim- 
dantly I love you, the less I be loved," 2 Cor. 12:15. 
But it is disheartening sometimes to feel that those 
who are listening to his appeals, are thinking of him 
simply working for material things. 

It was a privilege the year the writer worked in 
Connecticut that he was strictly forbidden by the 
committee under whose auspices he was laboring, to 
refer in any manner to finance in the meetings, and 
not only that, but the committee provided an accom- 
plished singer, and no conversation ever occurred 
between us in reference to what compensation he re- 
ceived, and to this day I do not know what the 
committee paid him, and care lest, and I do not 
know that he ever knew what was paid me, only we 
could be free to preach and sing the gospel, and the 
listening audiences heard us gladly. 

In the next annual state convention in New 
Hampshire, when I had been invited to return to the 
state after I had closed in Connecticut, there was 
one of the Connecticut committee present, and he 
said to me, "If you decide not to return to the New 
Hampshire work, let us know." I well understood 
his meaning. At that time there were in sight funds 
or pledges for only three months* work in New 
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Hampshire, but the personal appeals for service 
were so urgent, that as an ambassador of Christ, I 
did not dare to refuse to return to the state, and not- 
withstanding unexpected crosses that had to be 
borne, it was one of the most glorious years of our 
work. 

Sometimes I would come home from a tour of 
several series of meetings with pecuniary loss. One 
time after six weeks' work, I found myself about 
$10 less in pocketbook than when I began the first 
meeting, but we left no debts unpaid. One especial 
reason for this particular deficit was that we had ad- 
ditional traveling expenses, on account of my hav- 
ing to go home from illness. 

Our custom in New Hampshire after the first 
five years was to annually send a circular appeal to 
every evangelical church and every Ch* n asso- 
ciation, and also to individuals for fun , and in 
the annual state convention take pledges, and with 
collections in the meetings. With the arrangement 
the writer had with the committee we were able to 
quit the work under the auspices we had been work- 
ing sixteen years, after also paying the deficit of the 
New Hampshire state work for the year he was in 
Connecticut, complying with the injunction of Paul, 
"Owe no man anything, but to love one another ; for 
he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law," Ro- 
mans 13:8. 

We began work under the auspices of the Evan- 
gelistic Association of New England under a differ- 
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cnt plan of finances. A few friends pledged a lim- 
ited amount as a nucleus, the remainder we should 
receive to be made up by collections, the expense of 
printing to be borne by the association. No stated 
salary was guaranteed to the writer, but the asso- 
ciation agreed to raise what they could in his behalf, 
and whatever assistance was secured from others in 
our meetings the writer should be respcxisible for 
the expense. This was continued for a few years, 
after which we depended wholly on collections in the 
meetings, and what individual churches gave us 
outside our own immediate work, but we have ever 
endeavored to have finances a secondary considera- 
tion in our work. 

As we conclude the narrative of our experiences 
of "Twenty-five Years An Evangelist," we have 
gratitude to Almighty God, and we have endeavored 
to manifest the spirit of the apostle, and to say, "But 
as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with 
the gospel, even so we speak ; not as pleasing men, 
but God, which trieth our hearts," i Thessalonians 
2 .-4. We have purposely in referring to our work 
not mentioned the name of the towns visited, with a 
few exceptions, and have not designed even to give 
the real initial of the name of the town where we 
have labored. The writer having held over seven 
hundred series of evangelistic meetings in New 
Hampshire alone, as well as others in every New 
England state, it would be impossible to refer to 
every one without taking too much space, and mak- 
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ing the narrative more wearisome to the reader than 
it is already, and to mention the name of the towns 
referred to and omit reference to others, with many 
of whom we have had precious experiences, would 
seem invidious. And for the same reason we have 
mentioned the names of but a few of those who 
have rendered faithful assistance and a delightful 
CJiristian loyalty to the work. 

We can count our assistants by the scores and 
hvmdreds, and the writer has been placed under ob- 
ligations that this life is not long enough to repay 
for the encouragement and help their prayers and 
kind words have been to him, especially in the early 
part of his work when coming from business, and 
inexperienced in such labors, he was called to visit 
fhe churches as an evangelist. 

He also has gratitude that words cannot express 
to the ministers of every denomination with which 
he has labored, opening their churches and gladly 
encouraging unusual methods and confiding in one 
with no so-called theological training, relying 
upon the Word of God as the Holy Spirit has 
opened it to his heart, and permitting him to address 
more audiences in the state of his adoption than, 
any other person has ever had the privilege, except 
one who has long been at rest. And also in every 
New England state he has ever found confidence 
and sympathy in the work. 

Every town in the state of New Hampshire, ex- 
cept twenty-eight, and some of the latter only set- 
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tlements, has welcomed him to their churches from 
one to sixteen times, and the warm hospitality of 
their homes has been extended with liberal hands. 

In all the twenty-five years there has scarcely 
been an unpleasant word spoken to him, but he has 
found kindness and Christian love on every hand. 
He has as far as made known to him endeavored to 
do the will of the Master and in that spirit he has 
been received. The committee under whose aus- 
pices he has labored, while not always seeing in the 
same way he has seen in every movement, have giv- 
en him their cordial support and encouraged him in 
the work to which he has felt called. In the first 
years of the work, in makingf out the annual report 
that was sent to the ministers and associations, he 
usually noted the number of inquirers but after a 
little while it was abandoned and all "counting of 
converts" for public notice was deemed unwise. It 
will be noticed that but in few instances have any 
numbers been given, and then only for a particular 
purpose. We have believed that no one but God can 
judge rightly of conversions; we only know what 
appears, and we must leave it with the Divine One 
and the particular inquirer, and no person but the 
writer has even known the number of inquirers, and 
he could not tell the total number except by consid- 
erable research. 

When called by the Evangelistic Association of 
New England to labor under their auspices and vis- 
it any place in New England where invited, it was 
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something like beginning the work anew, for the 
previous sixteen years our work had been mostly in 
New Hampshire, refusing to accept invitations from 
other states where a similar work was being done by 
other parties. But we found the same glad wel- 
come in other states, and occasionally we found the 
same ministers we had met in New Hampshire 
fields. 

Another precious experience, we met with many 
of the leading evangelists of the country, and were 
helped by their presence and words. The earnest 
members of the Evangelistic Association of New 
England encouraged us in our work, and in the an- 
nual conferences in Boston we were strengthened 
for future endeavors. 

Those who were instrumental in introducing the 
work in New Hampshire all through these twenty- 
five years have ever been our constant friends, and 
in almost any part of New England where we may 
have been tarrying, we have met with those with 
whom we have been made acquainted on ac- 
count of having been evangelists. Ever intending 
to carry a rejoicing countenance, and to speak only 
kind words, it has doubtless seemed to many minis- 
ters that the work of an evangelist has no cares or 
burdens at all compared to those of the stated min- 
istry, and we have heard ministers sometimes say: 
"I would like to be an evangelist." 

But one eminently successful as a pastor might 
find that engaging in public evangelistic work 
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would not ensure the same success as he had experi- 
enced in the regular ministry, and there are many 
successful evangelists who would make a failure if 
they should seek a permanent pastorate. 

There is a difference in the call of an evangelist 
from that of a pastor. The writer, as referred to in 
the opening, endeavored to turn away from evangel- 
istic work, but the call came so plainly that the "Ne- 
cessity was laid upon me ; yea, woe is unto me if I 
preach not the gospel." "For if I do this thing will- 
ingly, I have a reward, but if against my will, a dis- 
pensation of the gospel is committed unto me," i 
Corinthians, 9:16, 17, and from the time I yielded 
to God's call, notwithstanding all difficulties and all 
failures, it has been constant joy in the Lord. And 
while I have many times supplied different pulpits, 
I have not had the slightest drawing to a permanent 
pastorate all through the years of my work. 

I have often wondered why I received the call. 
Perhaps the Saviour will reveal it to me when I 
meet Him on the other shore, when I shall "see Him 
face to face," and then "I shall know Him even as 
I am known," i Corinthians, 13:12. 

I am confident no other joy awaits one in this life 
after one's own conversion that can at all compare 
to the privilege of declaring the promises and invi- 
tations of the gospel to men lost in sin, and witness- 
ing the operation of the Holy Spirit on human 
hearts and lives, transforming them into the mem- 
bers of the Kingdom of God. And to God the 
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Father ; And the Lord Jesus Christ ; And the blessed 
Holy Spirit, these Three in One, be all the glory. 
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